
’ .’ as the national ian- 
guage is a very real 
,attempt at unifying 
the various races ‘in 

\ Malaysia, said Dr. 
,Mahathir bin Mo- 

: hamed; 
DS. Mahathir. a 

! former Umno lckdkr, 
i said .this will,give the 
; ., people a national 
1 identity and a sense 
: df solidarity. 

1 : ciety on National Unity - 
1 Myth or Reality. I 
1 He regretted many 

people had alleged that he 
was a racialist, although 

(i ! 
I 

many non-Malay% signed 
letters of guarantee- for 

‘many of those who went 
overseas and recommend- 
ed many for further 
studies abroad,” he said. 

“Cut of. the lo’ scholar- 
ships given to students 

:out of my own pocket In 
my father’s name, nme 
have gone to Chinese.“’ 

, A barrier 
Dr. Mahathir sald the 

principles of t,he Ruku- 
I . were not a gooa 

i ~~~i?~o work on in build- 
ing up national unity. 

I “The principles are laity 

)vlast ~ractiEal _ 

Malay as the national 
language would have a 
very deep impact on Ma- 
laysia’s culture, making it 
Malay- based but with 
Indian and Chinese cul- 
tural influences 
very dominant. 

being 

He said Malay was the 
mqst practical language 
in the context of the na- 
tion’s needs. ’ 

The English language 
had. never been a na- 
tional language here. It 
has been spoken by only 
a few Malays who were 
lucky enough to get into 
the civil service, a few 
Chinese who went to 
English medium j schools 
and the few Indians who 
became professionals. 

Widely used 
“English never penet- 

rated the kampongs Or a 
vast proportion of the 
Chinese and Indian com- 
munities. 

Chinese or the Indian 
languages could not be 
used as the national lan- 
guage because both were 
diverse ’ - there were se- 
veral Chinese and Indian 
dialects and they were 
spoken. relatively by very 
few. 

Malay, on the other 
hand, was spoken even by 
a Tamil when talking to 
a Punjabi. It had been 
spoken by a strong com- 

’ niunity of Malacca Chi- 
nese before the British 
‘arrived and the British 
took it over as a prestige 
language. 

Ma!q wa3 most. widely _. 
uoecl, 111 day-to-day life, 

‘!n the? cornnercial sector. 
It h&ad been adopted by 
ths Inticneq!ati ~3 their -.,* __ \ and of tremendous wortll 

j. ‘in themselves. But certain iI -- 
I secticns of the community 

look on the Rukunegara as 
j 

an essentially Malay 
: idea,” he said. 

‘This has .built ub a -‘:’ 
barrier .against its suc- 

) cessful impact.” 
. ~ HO%vever;he said. the 

Rukunegara could.be very. 
e.ffective for the next 
goneration if the ,teachers 
of the next generation de- 

/ 
1 

dicated themselves In all ; 
genuineness to teachhAg 

i ,._ .rpt;pi;mc!ples to their 

. But, at present, there 
. ‘I was 'lip feeling of onene5s , 
; i., :among the people, and for 
‘,’ the national ~ 
’ : ‘unity’ %?%i$ a myth. ,!’ 
: 
I 

““.National’ unity’. could bc 
created by giving t,hc : 

: j people a common langu- 
1” age. and common culture. _,> ,I-. 

!. ‘.” -.-----q .__ 1. 
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