W0 3 MARIOR.

who returned to

| the Umno fold recen-

" tly, is already engag-
ed in a verbal battle
- with' another ~Umno
stalwart.

Tre Utusan Zaman yes-

terday published a reply

by
““rebel” replyingto an car-
lier statement by Tan S
Ja’afar Albar published in
the Utusan Melayu In
which he offered to resign
s a member of the Umno
Executive’  Couneil | “so
that Dr. Mahathir can be
given every opportunity to

~ serve the Umno and take

‘tees for

an active part in the na-
ticn’s polities.”

"1 am also prepaLcd tu
withdraw from member-
ship of all Umno commit-
Dr., Mahathir,”
Tan Sri Syed Ja’afar said.

Tan Sri Syed Ja'afur,
who is Member Parliament
for Johore Tenggara, made
the statement “after read-
ing a press statement by
Dr. Mahathir expreessing
his earnest desire to serve

in any committee or
bhreau set up by the
party

Tan Sri Syed Ja’afar said
that he hoped Lis sugges-
tion.to resign from the
highest body of the party
“would be accepted with
an open mind by ali con-
cerned ”’

It is

better thut 1

sacrifice my position in the

. showed that he did
v accept the offer in

party to give a chance to
a much yocunger man,” he
sa‘.d.

Dointing out that the
Umno - annual  general

conference will be heid in
June and that Dr. Maha-
thir wiil contest for a
post in the Umno Execu-
tive - Couneil, Tuu - 8ri
Syed Jaafar bdld -

“1t would be better that
he should be given the

opportunity now so that -

he can adjust himsell 0
Umno embers with
whom 'ne has been sepa-

rated for the past two
years.”
Tan Sri Syed Ja'afar

Albar is a member of the
Umno Religious Bureau,
the Umno Labour Bureau.
the Umno
Burcau and is also a
member of the Umno Dis-
cinlinary Committee hea-

Publicity -

the erstwhile Umno

. Umno, Dr.

THIS returi to the
Mahathir said,

should not 1mpel Tan Sri

i ‘Syed Ja’afar’ to withdraw

 from the

© Tan

Umno Execu-
tive Council.

"I don’t think,” Dr.
Mahathiy- said. “that if I
am accepted as a mem-
per of any Umno Bureau,
Sri Syed Ja'afar
should withdraw from its

- membership.”
Whether he ' will take
an active role in Umno

now or after the Umno -

-annual general conference

in  June “is left tg.the

_ party to decide.” he add-

ed.

“My return to Umno

* should not impel Tan Sri

Syed Ja’afar to with-
draw. Whether T will be
a member of the Umno

axecutive Council or not

depends on the Umno
annual general con-
ference,” said Dr. Maha-
thir.

He said that “it does

', not mean that when one

ded by the Tun (D) |
Ismail .
Dr. Mahathir’s im-.}

ined.ate reply to Tan 3ri
Syed Ja’afar’s statement
not
the

- spirit 1t was made,

—

member is elected to the
Umno Executive Council,
another member should
withdraw.

“If Umno members are
satisfied with one’s ser-
vice, he will surely be re-.
elected. The suggestion to
resign does not arise at
all and is entirely mis-
placed,” Dr. Mahathir
told the Utusan Zaman.

He said that membper-
¢hip of each bureau is.
hot “restricted”.

“Even non-party mem-
bers are accepled if
necessary”, Dr. Mahathir
said and added: “But ir
the Umno Constitution
restricts the membership
ot the bureaus, then I will
wait for the Umno annual
general assembly.”

The former Urano
Youth leader said that
Tan Sri Syed Ja'afar’s
suggestion to resign from
membership of the Umno

Executive Council “15 his..

cwn.”

“It should not be con-
ditional on the possibility
whether I will be elected
as a member of the Umno
Executive Council or not,”
he said.

Dr. Mahathir added
that although. he has
been “separated from

Umnc” for two years, “I
have been in close touch

with the Umno rank and
file” .
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