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1 SENATE-MAHATHI R ISi’ 

- A SENATOR TODAY URGED THE 
/a/ 

BULK PURCHASES OF M,ACHI’NERY’ 
’ FERTILISERS FOR DISTRIBUTION TO FARMERS SO .THAT ,FARMIN6. 

RE CAN BE REDUCED RESULTING JN BETTER PROFtTS. 
R (DR.) MAHATHIR MQkiA!!!~Ae.D THAT ONE QF THE MAJOR 
BEING FACED BY FARPIERS WAS/THE HlCH COST OF FARMING WHICH 

REDUCED THE MARGIN OF THEIR PROFITS. 
HE WAS SPEAKtNO DURING THE QEBATE ON THk FARMERS’ ORQANISATION * 

BILL\ INTRODUCED BY TPIE DEPUTY MINISTER TO THEi PRIME MINISTER’S 
DEPARTMENT, TENGKU AHMAD RITHAUDDEEN,, ’ 

THE BILL SEEKS TO INTEGRATE AGRO-BASED CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES 
FARMERS’ ASSOCIATIONS AND OTHER BODIES COHNEC-fED WITH THE PROMOTION 
OF AGRICULTURE TO IMPROVE THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC STANDARDS OF THE RURAL 
COMMUNITY. 

SENATOR MAHATHIR ALSO SUGGESTED THAT FARMERS BE ALLOWED TO TAKE 
PART IN THE PROCESSING OF THEtR CROPS SO THAT THE PROFITS OBTAINED 
COULD BE PLOUGHED BACK TO THEIR ASSOCIATION FOR THE BENEFIT CF THE 
FARMERS THEMSELVES, -- BERNAMA MORE 1747/AI 

SliiiATE-MAHATHI R 2 KUALA LUMpUR 
_ . 

, 

REfERRING TO PADI FARMERS, THE SENATOR SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE 
GUARANTEED MINIMUM PRICE FOR PADI WAS $36 A ,PICUL, SEVERAL FAMERS 
WEtiE ACTUALLY GETTING MUCH LESS BECAUSE OF PAYMENTS AND DEDUCTIWS 

.FOR FARHING EXPENSES. 
IN ADDITtONeTHEY HAD TO PAY TO MIDDLEMEN, 

,’ SENATOR MAHATHlR SUGGESTED THAT THE AUTHORITY WHICH WOULD HAVE 
16 DRYING COMPLEXES SHOULD OFFER SIiARES TO FARMERS SO THAT THE 
PROFITS COULD BE RETURNED TO THE FARMERS. 

HE URGED THE GOVERNMENT TO LOOK INTO THE PROPER STAFFING OF 
DEDICATED AND QUALIFIED OFFICERS tN FARMERS’ OR6ANISATIONS. 

CAREFUL SELECTION SHOULD BE MADE SO THAT ONLY OFFICERS WHO 
HAD THE FARMERS’ INTERESTS AT HEART WOULD BE RECRUITED TO SERVE- 
IN THE ASSOCI Afl ONS. -- BERNAMA MORE I¶E316/AI . 

SiN ATE - MAHATHIR 3 KUALA LUMPUR 

SENATOR AMALUDDIN DARUS IN SUPPORTINQ THE BILL. Aur;‘EED THAT 
QUALIFIED AND TRAINED OFFlCERS SHOULD BE TAKEN tNTO THE’AUTHORITY. 

THE STEP BY THE GOVERNMENT TO FORM THE AUTHORITY SHOWED THE 
GRAVE CONCERN tT HAD REGARDtNG THE LOT OF FARMERS 

SENATOR HAJI OTHMAN ABDULLAH WANTED THE AUTHORljY TO IMPROVE ’ 
FACtCITIES FCjR FARMERS AS THIS WOULD HELP MAKE YOUTHS’REALISE II-y& 
MORE PROFITABLE TO WORK ON THE LAND THAN IN TOWNS WITH LOW’ PAY 

FOUR ASPECTS OF 
’ 

AGRICULTURAL FAClLlTtES WHICH NEEDED 
IMPROVEMENT IN THE INTERESTS OF FARMERS WERE DELtMEAtED BY 

FURTkERf- 

SENATOR KAMARUL ARtFFtN. 
THEY WERE CREDlT FACILITIES NEW FARMING TECHNlQUES MARKETING’ 

FACJCITIES AND ADMINISTRATION t$F FARMERS ORGANISAT;ON& 
SENATOR SHAARt JUSOH HOPED THE INTEGRATION OF FARMER; ASSOC~IATIOP; 

AND CO-QPERATIVE SOCIETIES WOULD BRING FARMERS TO FURTHER f’ROGRESS, 
-- BEHNAMA MORE 19r35,‘AI 
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SENATE-MAHATHO R ‘4 KUALA LUMPUR 

ISENATOR WONG 8ENG CHOW HOPED THE GOVERNMENT. WOULD OPEN UF MORE 
LAND SCHEMES FOR PARTICIPATION BY ALL IN SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT '. 
EFFORTS* 

+E ALLEGED THERE WAS SHORTAGE OF FAfjMlNG LAND !N SOME PLACES 
AND THAT SOME FARMERS HAD UNECONOMIC PLOTS, 

THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD INCREASE ITS ALLOCATiON TO THE FARdRS 
ORQANISATIQN AUTHORITY SO THAl.ALL ITS OBJECTIVES COULD BE IMPLE-. 

” ,MENfED, SENATOR HAJI HASSAN YAAKUH SAID, : 
AGREEING, SENATOR HAJl ABDUL RAH!M MANAN? ALSO FEET THE PRESEtiT 

ALLOCATION OF $4 MILLION WAS tNSUFFICIENT. -- BERNAMA PXIRE 1?3T/Al 
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SENAI?+MAHAttit R-.5- ktiiLA LUMPUR 

“. SENATOR tiAJI AL1 H AJ I I SMAIL URGED THE’ GOVkRNMENT TO ST&Y 
iHE ,WEAKNESSESS IN THE OLD SYSTEM OF FARMERS’ CO-OPERATIVE” 
SOCliTtES AND FARMERS’ ASSOCIATIONS SO ‘THAT ‘t-HE BILL ,WHEN PiSSE,D 
WOULD BE I MPLEMENTED ‘SMOOTHLY.. 

HE SAID THERE HAD BEEN t NSTANCES OF FARMERS SPCtTTlNG t IdTO.. 
sEVERAL ‘FACTIONS DUE TO CONPLI CTS BETWEEN THE ASSOCIATIONS AND 
SOCI ETt ES. 

SEFATOR ISMAtL SHEIKH tBRAHtY URGED THE FARMERS’ ORGANlSATtON 
AUTtfORtTY TO BE CAREFUL WHEN ISSUtNG LOANS TO’ENSURE THAT THEY WERE 
REPAID, 

HE SUGGESTED thAT SCHOOL LEAVERS OR SPM HOiDERS BE RECRUITED ’ 
BY THE AUTHORITY TO OVERCOME. ANY STAFF SHORTAGE, 

SENATOR ISMAlL SAID THAT GOODS PROVIDED BY THE ORGANISATION 
TV SHOUlD NOT BE DEARER THAN THOSE AVAILAHLE AT THE StiOPS, 

IN THE PAST SOME FARMERS HAD REFUSED Tb JOtN ASSOCIATIONS 
BECAUSE FACILtkS .AND GOODS PROVIDED RY ‘THEM WERE MORE COSTLY.’ 
THAN THOSE AVAILABLE ELSEWHERE, HE ADDED. -- BERNAMA MORE 2045/AI 
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-SENATOR ZilNURDIN HAJI MOHAMED SIDIN URGED THE GOVERNMENT 
$0 LOOK INTO THE~~PLIGHT Of THE LANDLESS fARMERS WHO’ HAD To kE 
LAND TO FARM +AT QUITE A PRICE*, 

THE SENATOR SAID THAT SUCH FARMERS EVENTUALLY EARNED VERY 
LITTLE PROFITS AFTER kLt DEDUCTIONS. 

SiiNATOR YEAP KHENG YAM DREW THE ATTENTION OF THE GOVERNMEN 
TO THE’ PROBLEM Of VEGETABLE AMD FRUIT’GROWERS it.4 PhRAK WHO 

’ FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN LAND TO FARM,’ 
AS .SUCH, HE ADDED MANY .OF THEM HAD TO SQUAT 1LLEGALLY 

ON STATE LAND TO PLAkT THEIR VEGETABLES AND GROW THEIR 
FRUIT TREES. : A. 

6ENATOR VEAP APPEALED TO THF fiflVFRMMkr,n +n CYD~Z~‘~= 

I' ARRANGEMENTS TO GIVE LAND GRAM' _ _ -__ _.._._ 
IN TAMBUN, PERAK, 

WINDING UP3iE THREE-HOUR DEBATE ON THE BiLL TENGKU 
RltHAlJDDEEN ASSURED THE HOUSE THAT THE GOVERNMEiT LlOULD DO 
iT9 BEST TO IMPROVE THE LOT OP’THE FARMERS, 

,' HOWCiVER, HE ADDED FARMERS THEMSELVES’ HUST CO-OPERATE. 
W It% THE GOVERNMENt SO THAT PRbJECTS COULD 'BE t MPLEMENTED 
SUCCESSFULLY AND THE At MS OF THE 
REAL I SED, -- BEiRNAMA MORE !?TJIl/YF 

NEW ECONOMIC POLI CY COULD BE 

INT 
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SENATW ZAlNlJDDlN HASI MOHAMED SlDlN’ URGED THE GOVEt?Nb~ENT 
TO LOOK INTO THE PLIGHT OF THE LANDL@$ F’ARMERS WHO H4i) TO RENT 
LAND TO FARM ‘+AT QUptE A’ PRICE+. , 

THE SENATOR SAI D THAT SdCH ~Ah?lfRS IiVtZNTUALCY E~RMED VEltY;j$.’ 
Ll TTCE PROF ITS AFTER ALL DEDUCTI O&S. ” 

:iENATOR YEAP KHENO Y4M DREW THE AfTE#TlON OF TtiE GOVERNMENT’ 
TO THE PROBLEM Cf VEGETABLE AND FRUIT ORQWERS IN, ‘PERAK WHO 
FOUtiD IT DIFFICULT TO~ORTAIN*LANG TO FAR?& 

AS SUCH, HE ADDED, MANY OF T~IEM HAD TO, SQUAT ILLEOALLY 
.’ ON STATE LAND TO PLANT THEIR VEGI--tABLEG AND GROW TttElt? 

FRUIT TREES, 
S6NATOR YEAP APPEALED TO THE ~;oVERNM&#‘T TO EXPEDITE 

ARRANQEMENTS TO GlVE LAND GRANTS TO SEVERAL POMELO GROWEPS 
IN TAMBUN, PERAK, 

WIIVDING UP THE THREE-HOUR DEBATE OM ThE HILL, TEldGKU 
RITHAUDDEEN ASSURED THE HOUSE THAT THE 6OVERNMENT WOULD DG 
ITS BEST TO IMPROVE THE LOT OF THE FARMERS, 

’ HOWEVER HE llDDED FARMERS THEMfiELVfS MUST CO-OPERATi 
WITH THE QbVERNMENT SO THAT” PR.OJE~TS’.COUCD BE IMPlEMENTh 
SUCCFSSFULLY AhD THE AIMS OF THE NEW ECONJQMLC POlilCY COULD BE 
REALI SED, -- BfRNAMA MORE ii!Oil/YF 
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WE SAlTI THE SE7TIN6 UP OF .THE FARMERS’ URGAtilSATlON 
WOUL’D wlTE THE AQRO-BASED CO-OPERATIVES AlJP FARM@?$ 
.A886C IATIONS. 

1 _. _, . . .s: -Y, 

IN iTHIS WAY, ‘THE DIFFlCUCTlES AND CQt#lICTS ENCOUNTERED~ l#‘:;,_;-l::;;. 
THE PAST WOULD BE OVERCOME, 

,.,_’ 

HE SAID UNDER THE BILL, THERE WERE PROVISIONS FOR THE 
ES7ABLISHMENT QF’AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES WHICH WOULD 
CHAbll’dEL LOANS TO FARMERS IN A CO-ORDINATED.MANNER. 

HE SAlD 7HAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD LOOKED INTO ALL ASPECTS 
OF: THE PROBlIEH$ OF THE FARMERS AND HE HOPED THAT,.THE ORGAN1 SAflON 

,WUULD SERVE TO RESOLVE THEM AS BEST AS POSSIBLE. 
TEMCKU RITHAUDPEEN SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS AWARE OF THE 

SHORTABE OF QUALIFIED AND TRAINED (3FF ICERS IdOf ONLY IW 
FARMERS’ BODIES RUT ALSO IN OTHER FIELDS, 

,HE URGED THE PEOPLE TO BE PATIENT .A$ THE COVERHMENT WAS 
DOiN ITS LEVEL BEST TO TRAtM AS MbNY PEOPLE AS POSSl3LE TO. 
F1l.C THE VACANT POSTS. 

THE BILL WAS PASSED. -- BERNAMA PQI3/YF .,._-.._.._ 
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