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o (BY ABDUL KADIR JASIN) FiMA

FOOD INDUSTRIES OF MALAYSUA BERHAD QR F‘MA CAN LOUK BACK AT 1TS
PAST ACHIEVEMENTS Wi Td P”'JE WHEM 1T CELEBRATES I1TS FIRST ANN{VER=
SARY ON MOMDAY. :

DURING THAT BRIEF PERICD, THE COMPANY HAS DONE ENOUGH, {F NOT MORE
OF WHAT WAS EXPECTED OF 17,

QR AS {TS CHAIRMAN, DR, MAHATHIR MOHAMMED PUTS ITs +DURING T }At

SHORT TIME FIMA HAS BEEN ASLE 7O LIFT 1TSELF OFF THE GROUND QUIT
PEMAPhAB'Y, Ahawoubﬂ 1TS iMITIAL ACTIVITIES CONSISTED LARGELY OF
THE ORGANISATION OF 1TS GWN SET-UP AND CONSOLIDATION OF THE SET-UP
OF ITS uUP“lDIAPQEo.k

ESTABLISHED AS A WHOLLY GOVERHMENT OWNED HOLDING COMPANY,

FIMA 1S QUT TO PROVE THAT. THROUGH INDUSTR! AL ISATION AND COMMER=
CCIALISATYON, THE ONCE WEGLECTED "AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE HAVE iNTER=
NATIONAL MARKET POTENTIALS.

AS LATE AS reVF YEARS AGO, ONE WOULD RECEIVE WITH DOUBT
SUGGESTIONS THAT LOCAL AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS LIKE THE MANGO, RAMBU=-
TAN, NANGKA AND CASHEWNUT CQULD FIND PLACE IN THE COMPETIT IVE.
WORLD MARKETS, -

TODAY, SOME OF THESE ®RODUCTS ARE ALREADY LiNING THE SHELVES
OF DEPARTMENTAL STORES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD., THEY ARE GIVEN PRIDE
OF PLACE ON DINNER TABLES. -BERNAMA MORE. 1337/1D

273

FIMA 2.

O UR, MAHATHIR SAID IN AR INTERVIEW WITR BERNAMA ECONOMIC SERVICE
THAE F111A HAD ESTABLISHED MEANR%GFUL CONTACTS3 WITH PRIVATE "pubn
STATE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATIONS AND THE GOVERNMENT LEADING TO THME
FORMULATION OF A NUMBER OF PROJECTS :

THESE {NCLUDE THE CASHEWNUT PROJECTS iN TI RENGGANY AND P AHANG
WHICH T1ITIALLY COVER AN AREA Cr~ 2,007 ACRES., THE PRQOJECTS ARE
BEING UNDERTAKEN BY A SUBSiDIARY CUHDANV OF l?MA = THE CASHEW

INDUSTRIES MALAYSIA BERHAD OR CillA, -

_ THEM THERE 1S A $3.5 MILLION TIN CAN PLANT TC BE SET UP AT PRAI
SO0 BY THE MALAYSTAM CAN OMPANY SEHD%P%AN JERHAD == ANOTHER
SUBGIDY ARY OF FiMA,

\ IE ”LANb SCHEDULED TO GO INTO PRODUCTION AT THE END OF THIS

VEAR, WiLL P%“DUCF TIN CANS FOR POOu CANNING INDUSTRIES 1IN PEMNANG,
PERAK hEDAW AMD PERLIS.

?QM.GVQ‘AN CAN mEPiAD H.READY HAS A SIMILAR PLANT !h JCHOR

RODUC’NG TIN CANS FOR THE PINEAPPLE CANNERY OF MALAYSIA =~ ALb A

UBSIDVARY OF FIMA = Ahb OTHER PINEAPPLE CANNERS.
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FAE COMPANY 1S ALSO PLANNING TOSET .UP A CA?TDN FAK .bTFAQTQPV e '
‘!N EITHER MALACCA-.CGR JOHORE. TO P RODUGE "CARTONS AND *BOK KEG-FOR: VﬁRﬁOﬁ&
YNDUSTRIES AN dDHQPE STALACCH, NEGERLQOEMB‘LAN AND ¥ SEL-ANGORY el

~F1PA WALL AL SO PA&TIC&P%IE 1N THE PROPOSED MULTI-MILLION DOLLAP e

"5LoUGAP PRQJECT N KELAPTA& ldE DETﬁiLS OF WHICH ARE BEING FINALJISED,

~BERNAMA MORE . ﬂ342/1

F%Ao;BsLsav STUDIES ON A NUMDER OF OTHER PROJECTS CONCERN]NG
FOOD PROCESSING AND PRODUCTICN HAVE ALSO BEEN CARRIED OUT BY EIMA.
THESE 1wcLune THE MANUFACTURE OF DESSICATED COCONUT, SAUCE AND

KITCHUP AND THE CANNING OF SEA FOODS AND PAPAYA,

DR. MAHATHIR SAID FiMA WAS ALSO EXAMINING THE POSSIBILITY OF
RE-PROCESSING PINEAPPLE WASTE. A NUMBER OF AMEPICAN ﬁN“UShRBﬁLTSéS
ARE KEEN TD GO INTO dOﬂvaVENzUREb WITH FIMA FOR THIS PROJECT.

AT DRESENT ONLY BETWEEN 12 AND 20 PER CENT CF EACH FRUIT 18
UTILISED IN THE CANNING PROCESS. THE REST, ALTHOUGH KNOWN 7O CONTAIN
A HIGH AMOINT OF FQOD VALUEfrl IS DISPOSEDR OFF AS WASTE, :

CANNERYES 1M JOHORE ALONE ARE HAVING ABOUT 450,007 TONS OF
PINEAPPLE WASTE A YEAR, NOT INCLUDING PEJECIPD FPU%T; c

IN SOME DTHER !NFAOPLE PRODUCING COUNTRIES; THE WASTE IS
RE-PROCESSED 3N|O SOFT DRINKS, BEER AND AN!MAL FEEDc“ -

DR, MAHATHIR SAID COMMERC! AL PRODUCTION OF CASHEWMUT WAS 3EING
PERSUED BY FIMA WiTH THE (O»OPERA 1N OF MARD! AND THE DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE,

+THE POTENTY AL OF THE {MDUSTRY 1S BRIGHT ANR WE HOPE 7O BE ASLE-
TO ENTER THE WORLD MARKET N IHE “Eﬁh FU&UPE * ﬂE ADDED. ~BERNAM

CUFEINA 4

. THE PRESENT CASHEWNUT MARKET 16 BEING MbhOPOqugﬁ BY ONLY A-
FEH COUNTRICG. THE FOST PRONINENT GF WAICH 15 iNDLA, oy

ACCORDING TO A SURVEY CARRIED QUT BY FIMA, THERE ARE ABQUT

360,090 ACRES OF LAND ALONG THE CAST COAST OF WEST MALAYSIA COVERED

WITH BRIS CO1L SUITADLE FOR CASHE ihUl CULTIVATION,
CAGHENW ~= SAJUS 08 JANGEUS i) BAHASA MALAYSIA == 15 WIDE L;
GROWN 1N THE NORTUCRN STATES OF v'o; MALAYSIA, BUT NOT FOR COMMER=

CUAL PURPOSES, ’

TUE SURVEY ALSO SHOWS THAT THE FLESH OF THE FRUIT CAN B
PROCCSSED 1N70 DZ1FKS AND POSSIELY SOMIE OTHER PRODUCTS, HLE T
BUT WiICH HAS A H1CH PROTE/IN CONTENT 15 GROWING 1N POPOLARITY AT

Coapnnr antn f1n

. PARTIES AND COCKTAILS,

iE HARDR SHELL COVERING THE WUT CAN DE MADE INTO Q1L WRICH HE
SAID TO HAVE AT LELST on (HDUSTRIAL USES, E
LAST YEAR'F&MA SET Up A SUBSIDIARY IN NEW YORK. FiMA INCQR=-
PORATED OF MEW YORK WAS EESTALLISHED A TRADING CENTRE IN THE CITY
FG MARKET HWH’C PECDUCTS A% WELL AS PRODUCTS OF OTHER MALAYSIAN
FOOD PROD“CLH : _ o
IT 15 MOV 1N THE PROCESS O SETTING UP A SIMILAR'BRANCH &
LOMOON VO REPLACE 17S qﬁHHUFE CFriCE WHICH WAS CLOSED DOWN THRCE
ﬂOJ.do AGD, AS PART OF FIMA'L RE-CRGAHISATION AND CONSOLIDATION
PROGRAMME . fiTa F“RHBPWHNG AGENT 1 ”3NG PORE UAS TERMINATED CIGHT
WDNAJ@ AGG FOR SEMILAR REASON, «BERNAMA MORCE. 1355/1D
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