A review to put

things rig

POH, Fri. — Educa-
tion Minister@%/
Mahathir Mohame
iSto Teview the pre
sent administration
of primary schools,
particularly those in
the rural areas.
The review, at both

State and natiohal le-
vels, 1s to seek ways to

overcome any “inade- .

The problems

“Hence one of m
main duties is to find &
way of correcting ‘any
inadequacies generally
found in our primary
schools, 'especially those
in the rural areas,” he
sald.

" “For this purpise I
will review the running
of primary schools at

quacles” to ensure that | the Ministry as well a8

primary schools func-
tion systematically and
effectively, he sald.

He was speaking at
the speech. and prize-
giving day of the Raja
Perempuan National
Type Secondary School
here today.

Dr. Mahathir, who re-
cently took over the
-~ Ministry from Haji Mo-
hamed Yhacob, sald
pupils should have 2
strong foundation be-
fore pursuing secondary
school.

He cited poverty, in-
spiration, attitudes and
physical facilitles a8
factors having a “posl-
tive” bearing on the
progress of  primary
schools.

at the State level.

“If' necessary the
administrative system
will be improved so that
efforts directed at im-
proving the situation in
these schools could be
carried out systemati-
cally and effectively,”
he added.

Dr. Mahathlr sald
pupils in urban schools
were not usually faced
with the problems ex-
perienced by those In
rural schools,

Thev had better trans-
port and their teachers
live nearby. Some of the
urban schools also had
hostels for pupils from
distant areas.

“It with' all these facl-

. litles - the standard of

education does not im-
prove, then the faults
are probably with the
parents, teachers or the
‘pupils themselves who
are not making enough
efforts,” he said.

Rural visits

Dr. Mahathir said he
would devote more time
to visit schools in re-
'mote areas to find out
the situation in such
schools. The position of
_the urban schools will
"~ also be studled.

For this, he would
review the reports re-
lating to examinations
and other matters re-
ceived by the schools
themselves and the
school supervisors.

He said success in
examinations would be
a yardstick to determine
whether facilitles avall-
able had been pronerly
utilised.

A school supervisor
might aiso be asked to
provide a “complete pic-
ture” of the workings of
any school apart from
submitting his reports.

Ministry officials would
be asked to make thelr
reports if necessary. he
added.
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