
PLEDGE 
THE administrative 
systems in- schools are 
to be reviewed to re- 
duce the rate of drop- 
outs, the Minister qf 
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He said at the Speech 

Day at the Iiaja Perem- 
puan School here that 
this would also ensure 
that adequate facilities 
were provided. 

Dr. Mahathlr added: 
“The basic education 

one receives in the pri- 
mary schools is very 
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important as it forms and s&, +levels~ iOi BSSeSS 
the foundation of fUtUre and contain the problem Of 
progress. drop-outs.” 

“From surv-veys carried The Minister said he 
.out. it is evident that would pay “more atten- 
Poverty ar;d lack of edu- tion” to the less fortunate 
cation facilities in rural students in ill-equipped 
places are two vital reasons schools in the rural areas in 
which contributed to the an attempt to raise the 
heavy rate of drop-outs standard of education 
each year. there.” 

“Because of this, the He noted that the 
Ministry of Education will students should be given 
conduct a review of the Positive incentive to push 
administrative systems in them forward. 
schools. both aC national The ipirit of competi- 

tiveness should always be 
upheld in schools as he 
believes that this would 
encourage the students to 
achieve better results in 
their academic puts ‘ts. 

He called on stu x ents at 
the Raja Perempuan 
School to make till use of 
the facilities and privileges 
provided them. 

PROGRESS 
“If ever we find that 

this particular school or 
any other school like it 
cannot progress, then it 
shows that the students. - 
parents and teachers inem: 
Selves are not working hard 
enough and are not making 
full use of the facilities,” 
Dr. Mahathir said. 

The Government would 
provide equal oppor 
tunities to both the girls 
and boys to further their 
Studies as “education is the 
key to progress and secu- 
rity in a country.” 
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