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‘KUALA LUMPUR,
Sun. Partal
Rakyat, which “fail-
ed” in the last elec-
tions, is trying to get
students invoived In
a confrontation with
the Government,
Education Minister
Dr. Mahathir Mo-

 hamed sald today.
"He sald: “They were
hoping for the police to

use violence on the stu- :
dents so that they could

go round the country
condemning the police

of brutality. Fortunate- .

ly, no such

occurred.”
Dr. Mahathir was com-
menting on the taking
over of the University

incident

of Malaya by a group of
students led by the so-
called Temporary Execu-
tive Council formed by
the university’s students’
union, yesterday.

The students demon-

strated in the campus,
demanding the release
of five people arrested

in Johore Baru last
week.
Last night, another

student organisation —
Natlonalist Executive
Council — in turn took
over control of the uni-
versity from the Tem-
porary Executive Coun-
cil and restored the ad-
ministration to the au-
thorities.

Praise

On the NEC action,
Dr. Mahathir said: “I
am very glad to know
that students who have
a high sense of respon-
sibility have acted wise-
ly. It is a happy augury
for the future of the
country.”

On the protest against
the arrests of students
involved in demonstra-
tions in Johore Baru, Dr.

Mahathir said: “They
cannot expect special
privileges,

“The students want

their colleagues to be re-
leased merely because
they are students.
“They seem to have a
pecullar sense of values,
and this is most disturb-
Ing among people who

pose as future leaders of .

the country/ he added.

Home Affairs Minister
Tan Sri Ghazall Shafie,
sald he was convineed
that the majority of
students firmly believed.
in the rule of law and
the need to uphoid it at:
all times. : !

He sald in a statement
that the “actlon of the!
socialist group in taking!
over the university Is
distinctly a. breach of.
the law.”

On the nationalist
group's success in oust-
ing the socialist group,
he. sald that this con-
firmed his confidence “in .
the ability of the major-
ity of the students to
sort out their own pro-
blems within the frame-
work of law and the
spirlt of Rukunegara.’



	Partai Rakyat using the students: Mahathir (NST 22/09/1974)

