Mahathir calls for views

School
review
—what

it will d

UALA LUMPUR,

Wed. -~ The
Government is
reviewing fully the
way the education

policy is being imple-
mented because the

"

country iIs not
producing the people
it needs and the
society it wants,”

\Dr, Moahathir Mohe-
med. said today.

“We are not convinced
that we are producing a
society which is com-
patible with our beliefs in
the democratic process
and other values,” the
Education Minister said.

“It 1s not a simpie
process of glving education
to the people. The problem
is whether the people who
get the education will later
form a soclety which Is
viable and can withstand
the onslaught of so many
different cultures.”

i

Dr. Mahathir, who is also

the chairman of the Cabi~
net Committee on Educa-
tion, said the committee

would need a year to finish |

the review.

Four months will be set:

aside for the public to sub-:

mit memoranda, six
months will be needed to

study them and another:

two months to compile a
report, he added.

Changes in other parts
of the world and the “very
rapid communication of
ideas” to this region could
endanger Malaysian society,

he said.
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religion, had changed
or had been destroyed in
the West, he said. Wes-
terners, for instance, no
longer cared for reli-
gion.

“This sort of thinking
is seeping into Malay-
sian society and is some-
thing we are worried
about,” he added.
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Dr. Mahathir called on
teachers’ unlons, pa-

rents’ associations, poli-
tical parties and others
interested in education
to submit memoranda
by Jan. 31 next year.
They must be sent to
the Setiausaha, Jawa-
tankuasa Kabinet Per-
laksanaan Dasar, d/a
Bahaglan Perancangan
dan Penyelidikan, Ke-
menterian Pelajaran,
Jalan Duta, Kuala Lum-

" pur.

Not rigid

The committee will
consider all views and
suggestions concerned
the eflectiveness
of the implementation
of the policy, Dr. Maha-
thir said.

He made it clear that '
' the committee would not

be “studylng the policy
which has already been
laid down.”

“By and large we will
leave things open and
not adopt a rigid posi-
tion on anything,” he
sald.

“Our job Is to listen
to varlous opinions and
experts’ views, and only
after having studied
them will we make our
decislons.”

The
sald, has "no real prio-
rity”, but “its aim is to
fulfil the needs of the
natign and we feel that
{f the country Is to pros-
per, soclety must be
are united, disciplined
and trained”,

on the [future of
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Chinese education, he
said; “Where Chinese
education is not in con-
flict with the national
education policy, there
will be no interference.”

He added that “no-
thing is wrong” with in-
dependent Chinese
schools if they fitted
into the system,

The committee will be
guided by the Drop-out
Report, the Razak and
Talib Reports and
various other reports
on education puvnlished
in the country, Dr. Ma-
hathir said.

“It is a very big job.
It may be that we will
fall short of expecta-

tions. But as far as it is
humanly possible, we
will try to accommodate
everyone’s views,” he
added.

The terms

On criticism that the
committee 1s made up
ounly of Minlsters, Dr.
Mahathir sald: “The Mi-
nisters are closer to the
people who are in power
and thelr recommenda-
tions would be more
likely to be accepted.

“We are not a commit-
tee of experts and we
cannot claim to be one.
We are serviced by ex-
perts and everybody will
be given a chance to
voice their opinions.”

The Minlstry’s Educa-
tional Planning and Re-
search Divislon headed
by Enclk Abdu] Rahman
Arshad, will act as the
committee’s secretariat,
and will process all me-
moranda, service the
various sub-commlttees
and report to the com-
mittee.

Initially, four sub-
committees on national
unity, the nation’s man-
power requirements, pro-
fessional matters and
filnancing of schools will

be set up.
The committee held
its first meeting two

days ago to discuss its
terms of referance
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