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. MALAYSIA called for Unesco’s sup-

ordinary session of the UN: General As-

i
f' port today in persuading the extra-
1

. sembly early next
i commodity prices.
The call was ma
Malaysian delegatio
med. at the 18th se

year to act on unfair

de. by the leader of the

n, {Dr. Mahathir Moha-f’
sslon o neg:glg"gene-

ral conference here.
‘The Education Minis-
ter said if the developed
countries — which con-
trolled commodity prices
— practised falrness and
consideration
pricing policy, the maja-
rity of Unesco member

States would be much .

wealthler than they were
now, .

“Good commodity prices
which enrich the pri-
mary producers would,

in thelr .

not only enhance their °

capacity to benefit from
Unesco -aid, but would
actually. diminish the
need for such ajd,” he
added

These enriched na-
tions might become a
source of aid for Unesco
work,

Dr. Mahathir noted
the Unesco -Director-
General’s remark that
“a greater number of
member States are still
dependent on the pri-
mary sector, and their’
economles remain based
mainly —- if not wholly
—on natural resources”.

He sald: “The implica-
tion is that natural re-
sources do not bring
about wealth, It is true
because the consumers
of these primary pro-
ducts control the prices
ithrough their control of
the world commodity
markets,

“The prices are kept
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artificially low and are
not related to the use-

fulness of these pro-
ducts.”

Malaysia, asoneof the
primary producers, had
always been subjected to
the vagaries of world
commeodity prices.

Prices of Malaysian
tin and rubber have no
bearing on their useful-
ness in manufacturing.

‘Copsequently, Malaysia’s
wealth is not commen-
surate with the industry
and intelligence of her

people, Dr. Mahathir
added.
Dr. Mahathir then

drew attention to the
“new hedonistic and per-
missive changes” in
Western culture which
have been rapidly dis-
seminated throughout
the world, )

L He/said the impact of

these new values on
the culture of develop-
ing countries had been
such as to impede their
abllity to progress.

“The effect of drug-
taking, hippism and
general disrespect for
the law, for example,
has been to retard the
progress of education,
the production of the
necessary trained man-

er, and the organisa-
ion and employment of

J troying

this manpower for deve-

- lopment.”

Non-culture

He warned that if the
"spread of the “more
. deleterious culture-des-
influence” of
the developed nations
was not checked, Unes-
co’'s work would not
yield results commen-
surate with the efforts,

time and money, '

Dr. Mahathir told the
conference that it was
~for this reason. that
' South-East Asjan coun-
tries were developing

“. s

Mahathir tells of Western
~igeas that curb progress

pride in indigenous cul-
ture as a barrier against
the devitalising influ-
ence of non-culture from
the West.

“This project which
is financed by Unesco is
not merely an academic
exercise but is intended

- to develop pride in our

own culture as a protec-
tion against the spread
of an alien and:destruc-
tive culture,” he.said,
He hoped that this as-

pect of Unesco's work :
would be “given new di- .

mensions,”

A concerted
should also be made

-effort
in ¢

all regions to build up

resistance towards des-
tructive  influences by
preserving and develop-
ing indigenous national

cultures compatible with’
and develop- -

progress
ment, he added,

Dy, Mahathir said Ma-
laysia was also pleased
to note that Unesco's
Executive Board had ap-
proved in May this year
the principle of a legal
relationship between the
organisation and the

- South-East- Aslan Min-

isters’ of "Education Or-

B ey N

ganisation, or SEAMEO. .
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