Pineapple

cannery
told: Try
‘other fruits

OHORE BARU, Sun.
— Fima cha.irman

m_mmmu(mm

med suggested last

night that the gov-
ernment-owned Pine-
apple Canneries of
Malaysia venture in-
to the canning of
other local fruits.

He said this will en-
able the company’s two
factories at Pekan Nenay
and Pulai Sebatang to
overcome tha effects of
stagflation as the futures
of pinexpple may be not
so bright.

Dr. Mahathir, who is
also Minister of Educa-
tion, sald stagfiation,
was hitting -the world
and although prices
were hligh, profits were

-the compan

meagre.

He was spealdng at
s 10th an-
uriversary ¢ ehra‘tions at
its factory in Pekan Ne-
nds Jast night. Also pre-

sent were the Deputy-

Minister for Co-ordina-
tion of Public Corpora-
tions, Datuk Mohamed
Rahmat, Speaker of the
Johore State Assembly,
Datuk Abdallah Sudin,
and the State Assembly-
man for Gelang Patah,
Encik Yunus Sulaiman.

Small profits

Dr. Mahathir said it
was currently difficult
to sell pineapples over-
seasg and if this worsen-
ed, steps would have to
be taken to can other
Iruits as we]l

pany wps

“He urged all involved
in production especially
the workers, to concen-
trate on overcoming the
problems faced by the
industry.’
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However, he sald. “Al- ;
though we are facing
pressures now, don’t

despair. Let us all work
towards our targets so
that the two factories
will become successful

The solutions

He said since the com-
formed 10
years ago, it had faced
many problems but these
have been solved since
he took charge as Fima
chairman abount a ~year
ago.

Among the - steps he
had taken to solve the
problems” were:

@ Agreement of Fede-
ral Government to put
in fanother $12 million;

@ Setting up of a res-

“ponsible and disciplined

. union to represent the
workers;

" . Reorganisation of
administration of the
company,

@ Achieving higher

prices of canned pine-

. apples.

The future

Dr. Mahathir however

sald that in the last two
. months, ‘the - market for

canned pineapples had
not been so good and
orders had been reduced.

He ' stressed the im-
portance- of co-operation
between the manage-

“ment and the workers of

the two factories in pro-

ductivity.
Dr. Mahathlr

sald

although he was Minis-

ter of Education as well,
he would try his best to
devote as much time as
he could to the com-
pany in order to put it
on g sound footing.

He said when every-
thing was
smoothly, he would step
down and concentrate

.all his efforts in the
© Ministry of Education,

running
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