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KUALA LUMPUR, NOV. 11 (BERNAMA) — A cUa~u\h, ' :? vé<;~ :
CHANCELLORS® OF THE FIVE UNIVERS!Tid8 TO STREAMLINE THE DEVLLOPMENT |
OF THE UNIVERS|{TIES WAS HELD HERE TODAY. . . B

THE CONFERENCE, CHAIRED BY EDUCATION MINISTER DR. MAHATHIR T
MOHAMED, WAS TO Fi\.\bRE THAT THERE WOULD NGT BE Ax\‘ UNHEALTHY
COMPETITION RETWEEM THE UNIVERS{TI1ES. ~

DR. MAHATHIR, REPLYING TO PCOINTS RAISED iN ThI DERATE ON THE
ROYAL ADDRESS N THE DEWAN RAKYAT, SAtD THE CONFERERCE WOULD
BE HELD FROM TIME TO TIiME,

HE WAS REPLY NG TO ENCIK S. SAMY VELU {BH-SUKGE! 5“ u:; WHO
SUGGESTED THAT AN INTEGRATED SYSTEM BE INTRODUCED FOR N VERSITIES
iIN THE COUNTRY.

DR. MAHATH!R SAID THE POLICIES AND ACTIVITIES PRACTISED
BY THE UNIVERW«T&CS WERE SUPERV SED AND CO=ORDINATED 5Y THE
MINISTRY OF EDUCAT TO ENSURE A BALANCE BETWEEN rwa%

HE REFUTED THE ALLEGAT&ONS OF THE BARISAN NASONAL MEMBER FOR
TELUK KEMANG, ENCIK K. PATMANABAN, THAT RACIAL POLAR as TION WAS ON
THE UPSURGE !N TRE VARIOUS INSTITUTIONS OF %.u}t% LEARNING N THE
COUNTRY,=-~BERNAMA MORE 2032/LK
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¢ DR. MAHATHIR 544D IM THE PAST THE COUNTRY’S INSTITUTIONS

:
!

O HIGHER LEARNIHG, INCLUDING THE UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA AND .o
ThHE NATIONAL 8SYITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, COMPRISED STUDENTS FROM ONE
PARTICULAR RACZ BUT THE SITUATION HAD NOW CHANGED.
THE UNIVERSITE KIBANGSAAN, WHICH SINCE ITS INCEPTION HAD
TAKEN IN ONLY BUMIPUTRA STUDENTS, WAS NOW ACCEPTING NON-
BUMIPUTRAS.
'HE ADDED THAT DUE TO THE REQUIREMENTS DF THE NEW ECONOMIC
POLICY, THE PERCINTAGE OF STUDENT ENROLMENT BY RACiAL BREAKDOWN
MAD BEEN REMEDICD, BEARING N MIND THAT THE STUDENT

. POPULATION PRESEETLY STUDY iNG OVERSEAS ALSO FORMED AN UNHEALTHY

POLAR ISATION. :

DR. MAHATHIR Agso SPOKE ON THE POINT RAISED BY DATUK STEPHEN -
YONG {(BN=PADAWAN), WAO HAD EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THME DECLINING
MORALS OF THE PRESELMT GENERATION, ESPECIALLY THE YOUTHS, '

HE SAID Hi% MINISTRY WAS AWARE OF THE MATTER AND THI$ WOULD g
BE ONE OF THL PROBLEMS TO BE @,udeeu 8Y THE CABINET COMMITTEE - L
oN Eggcar {ON ik VL DEL!BERATIONS,~BEANAMA MORE 20~5/M4 1
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REFERRING TO TEXTBOOK AiD, DR. MAHATHIR SAID THE BOOKS
WERE BEING DISTRIBUTED TO THE VARIOUS SCHOOLS.

ON COMPLAINTS THAT THERE WERE NOT ENOUGH FACILITI!ES FOR THE
STUDY OF CHINESE AND TAMIL LANGUAGES, HE SAID THAT WITH THE «
EXCEPTION OF ENGLISH TYPE SCHOOLS WHICH HAD BEEN CHANGED TO THE |
NATIONAL TYPE, CHINESE AND TAMiL SCHOOLS STILL EXiST FOR THOSE
WISHING TO SEND THEIR CHIiLDREN TO SUCH SCHOOLS.

FOR THOSE WHO SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO ENGLISH SCHOOLS, THERE
WAS NO REASON FOR THEM TO COMPLAIN OF BE!NG DEPRIVED OF CHINESE |-
AND TAMIL LANGUAGES BECAUSE BY THEIR CHOICE THEY HAD AUTOMAT%CALLY
REJECTED THE STUDY OF THE TWO LANGUAGES.

HE ASSURED THAT THE MATTER WOULD ALSO BE LOOKED INTO BY THE
CABINET COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION.

TURNING TO THE WIDESPREAD BOYCOTT OF CLASSES BY STUDENTS,

THE MINISTER SAID HIS MINISTRY HAD ADOPTED A NEW ATTITUDE
AND {TS RESULTS COULD BE SEEN SHORTLY.
—~—BERNAMA 2050/MM
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