ivs a
pledge on
“academic

Jfreedom ..

K UALA LUMPUR,
Tues., — The Gov-
ernment does not pro-
rose to withdraw acade-
mic freedom in insti-
tutions of higher learn-
ing, Edpcation Minis- |
ister, “Dr. Mahathir
mmlmeﬂ said today.p
Students are free to
take up any, subject as
long as it is part of the
- syhabus, he said in re-
ply to Encik Zakaria
bin Haji - Abdul Rah-
man (NF-Besut),
“Students in these
institutions are given
academice freedom
and the Govern-
ment does not intend
to withdraw this frece-
dom,” he said.

A probe

He pointed ¢gut that |
the students were,
however, subject to the
law of the country.

Dr. Mahathir said
the issue on academic
freedom  would not
come under purview of
the ministerial edu-
cation review commit-
tee. ’

Howcver, the com-
mittee would loolx into
the problem of who-
ther implementation
of education policy in
higher institutions as
a whole is conducive
to the emergence of a
united and disciplined
society.

Two schools

" On students in two
schools in Perak and
- Penang who boycotted
classes recently, Dr.
Mahathir said his Mi-
nistry was still looking
into the matter.

They had boycotted

classes 'because of a

. misunderstanding with
- school authorities,

He- expressed con--.
cern over the incidents
. “for if these continue
inheeded, expenditure |
" on education will be °
wasted.”
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