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cindidates may have 
to re-sit their Ba4a- 
sa Malaysia paper if 
investigations reveal 
that the leakage is 
serious and wide- 
spread, Education 
Minister .I_Dr, .~ Maha- 

) thir &bharned said 
1. today. : , 

“I believe ‘that people 
have been-selling copies 
of Bahasa Malaysia 
question papers. The e 
wllce are now conduct- 
ing a thorough investl- 
gation,” he told the New 
Straits Times. 

He said certain peat;; 
concerned with 
Pxamlnatlon mlpht havr 

committed a breach of 
trust. “These people 
must be regarded as 
crlmlnals.” 

His Ministry would 
consldef re-setting the t 
questlons in other papers 
If there had been a seri- 
ous leakage in those 
papers too. “All such 
steps would, of course, 
depend on the serlous- 
;;Teedqf the leakage.” he 

The origin ’ 
There were rumours 

every yea’r of leaked 
examination papers, he 

said. Only a thorough ln- 
vestigatlon would reveal 
the truth. “Once I have 
the complete police re- 
port. I shall be able to 
decide what action to 
take.” 

He said he would con- 
sider a call made today 
by Umno Youth to re-set 
the Bahasa Malaysia pa- 
pers and bar students 
who had access to the 
leaked papers from tak- 
ing the paper for three 
years. 

Asked about reports of 
a wldespread leakage of 
the Bahasa Malaysia pa- 
per in Ferak. Dr. Maha- I 
thlr said: “It is possible 
that there was wide- ’ 
spread dlstrlbution of 
copies of the question 1 
papers there,” but added 
that this did not neces- , 
sarily mean that the 
leaks originated in Pe- 
rak. “We. cannot pln- 
point the origin until ln- 
vestigations are com- 
plete,” he said. 

The leakage could have 
taken place at anv point 
between the setting of 

examination questlons 
and the distribution of 
uuestlon papers. 

Perak’s State Director 
of Education. Encik Mo- 
hamed Ali bin Ibrahlm 
said in Ipoh that copied 
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of the examination pa- 
per were found.. in the 
books of some pupils, in 
the corridors of+ some 
i s o 1 a t e d examination 
centres, 

‘We did not quiStiOn 
the pupils, since we did 

.not want to upset their / 
frame of mind” he said. 

However, all’ regional 
supervisors and chief in- 
vigllators have been told 
to examine all packages 
containing examination 
papers carefully for any. 
sign that they may have 
been tampered with. 

Two teachers’ organ-- 
isations, besides umno 
Youth’s education com- 
mittee have called for 
Government action to 
see that such leaks does 
not OCCUr again. 

Mr. Gurnam Sin h 
deputy president of ‘i,* t e 
National Union of the 
Teaching Profession 
said it would help in the 
investigation. 

He asked the Ministry 
not to penalise candi- 
dates “merely on suspi- 
cion.” 

The president of the 
Malaysian Educators So- 
cial Action Council, Mr. 
S. Radhakrishnan, said 
more effective measures 
must be taken to fore- 
stall any similar leaks, 
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