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- A BILL IS BEi.NG 
I-ON MINISTER DIRECT POLnRS OVER THE MARX 

INSTITUTE OF 
EDUCATION SAli TODAY HIS ACTIONS 

IN RELATION OF THE MARA ACT. 
A ,BILL WAS NECESSARY TO GIVE HIM DCRECT POWERS OVER THE MIT 

So THAT HE COIJLD ACT MORE -EFFECTIVELY, HE TOLD RElrORTERS HERE. 
HE Di D NOT SAY WHEM THE BILL WOULD BE I N.TRODUCED I N PARC1 AMENT. 

REFERRING 70 HJS EARLIER :STATEMENf THAT THE NUMBER OF MIT 
‘STUDENTS HIGHT BE REDUCED FROM ABOUT 7,000 TO 4,500, HE SAID THIS 
WOULD BE DoNE GRADUALLY. 

.+AT PRESENT, THE MIT 18 OVERSTRETCHING ITS FAClilTlES AND 
THE CAf’ACil’Y OF THE STAFF TO TEACH EFFECTIVELY,+ HE SAID,--EE:;&hMA 
MORE BY 1435 
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‘: THERE WERE NOW 600 TEACHINGS STAFF - A +FAIR NUMBER+ OF THEM 
EMPLQYED.ON A PART-TIME BASIS - To CATER TO ABOUT 7,000 STUDENTS. 

THlS WAS NOT THE iDEAL TEACHER-TO-STUDENT RATIO, +wHICH ,iS 
A DETtiRMINANT TO PERFORMANCE+,, 

DR. MAHATHIR SAID NEW PROCEDURES WOULD BE I’NFoRcED FOR TAK 
IN, STUDENTS AND GREATER SCRUTINY WOULD BE, EXERCISED. 

+WE WILL’GIVE PRIORITY TO.STUDENTS -WHOM !dE.FEEL W.ILL BENEF 
FROM THE F:ACILITiES OFFERED THEM AND WEED OUT THb$E INVOLVED 

-IN DISRUPTiVE ACTIVITIES THAT CAN ONLY INTERFERE WiTH THEIR 0 
_ AND OTHEt!?_PE,Z$f,~E’S, STUDiES,+,HE -SAID. .:.._ . .._ :, ._ ..____ / I 
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AND NOT AIM AT A LARGE STUDENT POPULATION FOR ITS OWN SAKE.+ --BERNAM 
MORE BY 1438 
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REFEkRlNQ TO iHE ,FOUR STUDENTS DETAINED Ifi CONNECTION WITH THE 
mMONSTRATlON DR. MAHATHIR SAID NO DECI-SiON HAD BEEN MADE ON 
kMAT ACTION T6 TAKE AQA I MST THEM. 

HE ALSO REFERRED TO CRITIC’TSMS THAT HE HAD BEEN +SOFT+ ON 
THE STUDENTS WHO DEMONS?RATED, !ND SAID A MAiN INTENTtOW HAD BEEN 
m +DIFFUSE+ THE SlTUAflON. 
’ +WE ARE-A ~DEMOCR’IITIC COUNTRY; AND HAV_e To‘ OBSERVE DEMOCRATIC 

PRO*CB~~~B,*- viimSii"A - -- 
ERE A E MANY ASPECTS OF THE Si7UATIO.N THAT MUST 

BE CONdDkRED, NOT LEAST OF WHICH I&THE REACTiON OF THE PARENTS 
AND RECATI VES. 

. 

+IT IS NOT SO EASY FOR PEOPLE TO BE DETACHED WHEN THEY HAVE 
CH1.LDRE.N. OR_ RE_LAT_!IyES I NVOLVED.4 -BE_RjdAMA BY ib4$_ ___ _____ 
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