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PmLtNG JAYA, JAN, 16 (RE~NAMA)-- ACTS Wi”ECH OBSTRUCT OR 

DISTRACT STUDENTS AND ACAlXMiCS FROM PURSUING THEBR PRIMARY 
OBJECTIVES OF TEACHENG AND DOING RESEARCH CAN BE C$TRIMENTAL TO 

P 

THE NATION’S DEVELOPMEN.T, THE MlN9STER OF EDUCAT~lON, bR, MAHATHIR 
MOHAMED, SAID TODAY, 

- -FTA'WA, AT THIS STAGE D N HER DEVELOPMENT, COULD NOT AFFORD - 
DI SRUPTO IN HER EDiXATIONAL PROGRA.MMES, HE Ski 9, 

+THE. DEVELOPED COUNTRIES CA’N HAVE--:FUN‘ AND GAMk; AT THEfR 
UNlVERSl TIES BUT HERE WE ARE VERY MUCH INCLINED TOWARDS D NSISTING 
THAT UNIVERSITIES PLAY THEIR TRADITIONAL ROLES, I.C. THEY SHOULD 
TEACH AND DO RESEARCH,,+ ’ 

DRm MAHATHtR WAS OPENING THE.. 10TH GENERAC CONFERENCE OF THE 
ASSOCEATION OF SOUTHEAST AS~tAN”“INSTITUT!OMS OF HIGHER’LEARNING 
AND SEMINAR ON SCHOLARLY f’UBLlSHlNG AT THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF . 
PUBLIC ADMl,NiSTRATlON HERE. 

HE SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT’S ALLOCATiON OF 24 PER CENT OF ITS 
BUDGET TO EDUCATION REFLECTED ITS FA f 7H !N EDUCAT?ON AS A WEANS 
OF ACH I EV i NG DEVELOPMENT GOALS. --BERNAblA MORE 1025/MD 

k: HIR 2 ?ETALlNG JAVA 

Dd. MAHATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD TRI’ED TO OVERCOME THE 
SHORTAGE OF TEXTBOOKS BY COMM ISSDONl NG. THE WRIT! NG AND TRANSLATION 
OF BOOKS AND DOiNG ITS OWN PUBLIZATION, 

+A ND LATELY, WE HAVE DECIDED TO LOAN FREE TEXTBOOKS TO OUR 
STUDENTS, WI I-H SOME 2-l/2 MILLION CHILDREN I N SCHOOLS, MOST OF 
WHOM ARE POOR, THE ‘FREE LOAN SCHEME WILL COST THE GOVERNMENT 

. 

INITIALLY $62 MILLION.+ 
HE ALSO SAlD HIS MIMlSTR+ WAS SUPPORTING-EFFORTS BY UNlVERSITl,ES 

IN ACADEMIC PUBLICATION’. 
aFROM THIS YEAR IN THE UNTV’ERSITY OF MALAVA A SUM OF $35 tXlCl 

HAS 3EEN PROsV I DED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF ACADEMIC JOURNALS iN 
THE FA.CUI..TJ FS OF SCIENCE AND LAW ___- . ..>-_..-. _. _._ - .-. / ~- / 

. .._ * .._w_...__ - 
ulF OTHER FACULTIES COME UP WITH CONCRETES PROPOSALS Fi? -f&ii ‘: 

LISHING JOURNALS ! N THEIR ,RESPECTlVE FIELDS, THEN 1 AM SURE THE 
,‘JECESSARY FJNANCfNG WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE SINCE A REVOLVING 
FUND OF $100,060 HAS BEEN PROVlDED BY THE UNiVERSlTY OF MALAYA. 
-- EERNAMA MORE. 1028/YF 
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3 THE VlCE CHANCELLOR OF UN-IVERSITY MALAYA, PROF. UNGKU AZlz, 
SAlD ONE WAY OF ACHiEVtNG GREATER REGIONAL SCklDARlTY AND 
INTEGRITY ESPECIALLY I N THE F.IELD OF HIGHER EDKATION WAS TO SHOW 
MORE R.ESPECT AND ENCOURAGMENT TO OUR SCHOLARS .AND SCHOLARS IN 
NE I G,HBOUR I NG COUNTR I ES. 

HE SA ID: +SOUTHEAST ASI AN SCHOLARS, LIKE THE PROVERBIAL PROPHETS, 
ONLY SEEM’TO HAVE BEEN ASLE PO GAIN RECOGNITION OUTSIDE THEIR OWN 
COUNTRIES, FREQUENTLY IN THE SO CALLED WESTERN AND EASTERN 
PORTIONS OF THIS WORLD+. 

HE ADDED THAT IT WAS. TO -GIVE MORE RECOGNITION TO OUR SCHOLARS 
THAT ASAIHL HAD ESTABLiJHED AN ANNUAL ASAIHL LECTURESHlf’- 

EVERY YEAR, ONE CANDIDATE FROM THE VARIOUS SCHOLARS CONSIDERED 
TO HAVE MADE OUTSTANDING CONTRlBUTlONS WiTH-IN THEIR RESPECTIVE 
FIELDS OF KNOWLEDGE --I N THEIR COUNTRIES, WAS CHOSEN TO DELIVER A 
LECTURE I N A MEMBER COUNTRY. 

THE ASAIHL, WHOSE MEMBERS COMPRISE MORE THAN 40 UNlVERSlTlES FROM 
MALA\iSjA, SINGAPORE, THAILAND, {NDONESIA, PHILIPPIN=, VIETNAM $ND 
HONGKONG, WAS RECOGNlSED AS A NON-GOV,ERNMENT ORGAN1 SATION BY 
UNESCO LAST YEAR, HE SAID., 

BESIDES HOLD1 NG, SEMI NARS, THE ASA!HL ALSO FOSTERED THE EXCHANGE 
OF TEACHERS AND STUDENTS AMONG :TS MEMBERS I N’ FURTHERANCE OF 
CULTURAL, COOPERATION AND UNDERSTANDING. --PERNAMA MORE 1305/LK 
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--3 PROF. UNGKU AZ 12 iA ID THE ASAIHL ACADEMIC EXCHANGE SCHEME 
PROVIDED FUNDS FOR SCHOLARS FROM MEMBER INSTITUTIONS TO VlSlT 
AND TEACH IN UNIVERSITIES OF OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE REGION, THE 
ASAIHL FELLOWSHiP SCHEME PROVIDED SUFJSTANTkAL.FiNA.NCjAL ASSISTANCE 

. FOR THEM -i-O MAKE SlioR-/’ Tf$ltsS TO UNPVERSl Tj ES [ N SOUTHEAST 
AS I AN COUNTR 1 ES, 

HE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT COUNTRIES I N THE REGION SHOULD ESTABLISH 
THEIR OWN REGIONAL JOURNALS WITH TRANSLATIONS IN ,THE MAIN LANGUAGES 
OF THE “,-clON. REGIONAL, COOPERATION SH.OULD TAKE PREDECENCE OVER 
NATION. ‘. AMBITION IN SUCH EtiDEAVOURS, 

ASA u HL, HE SAID, COULD ENCOURAGE THE EMERGENCE OF REGlONALLY 
ORIENTED SPECiALLIED JOUKNALS NY 01-FEKShj(; FlKANC!AL AND OTHER 
INDUCEMENTS TO SEVERAL SOUTHEAST ASOAN LEARNED SOCjETlES AND ALSO 
BY ORGANtSING SEMlNARS TO ERlNG TOGETHER UNiVEW$j ,“‘r;’ PUBLISHERS, 
ED E TORS AND ADM I NI STRATORS. --BERNAMA 13fjj’LK 
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