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ALOR STAR, Sat. 
- The Govern- 

ment cannot tax 
the rich too much 
ti help the poor, 
Education Minister 
Dr. Mahathir bin -.- . M~~amed said h&i 
_Y. 

“If we do so, the 
rich will not try to 
make more money,” 
he pointed out. 

“On the other hand, 
the poor cannot depend 
too much on the Govern- 
ment for help. 

“The Government musl 
be&fnoderate and fair b 

Dr. Mahathir wa2 
speaking at a dialoguuc 
session organised by the 
Kedah Padi Planters 
Development Board al 
Tclok Malik, near Jitra 

There was a Umit, he 
said. to the part which 

i 

,be Government could 
Aay in checking the ecO- 
mmie recession. 

“The GovernXmnt ean- 
not print notes litd whirl 
the Japanese did during 
the last war,” Dr. Ma- 
hathir said. 

The Government’s sub- 
sidy plan, be pointed out 
bad kept the prices of 
oil and fert2isers low. 

The Minister said it 
was wrong ito say that 
anyone had died of star- 
vation in the country 
because it was blessed 
with fertile land and 
abundant rain. 

“To say that we will 
die of starvation is to be 
unerateful to God.” he 
said. 

Touching on the Green 
Book plan, Dr. Mahathh 
said it was aimed at 

making the people in the 
courrtrv richer. 

Tho -.peoplo were ex- 
pccted to provide their 
own needs and, tbcreby, 
spend less. In this way. 
the Government would 
import less foodstufp and 
save in foreign exchange. 

The bzinister advised 
the pcop1e lo plant 
chillies. Spceial seeds 
could be obtained from 
.Mzzrdi. 

The coun;~~~e said, 
welcomed who 
would comply with rules 
and regulations. and not 
those who would resort 
to demonstrations to 
solve their problems. 

Anyone dissatisfhd 
with anything should 
submit a petition to the 
Government and seek 
a dialogue session 

Demonstrations would 
only create more probfems 
instead of solving them, 
he said. 

Dr. Mahathir also ad- 
vised the people not to 
‘voice their-g&vances in 
coffee shops but to raise 
them at dialogue sessions. 
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