
IPOH, Sunday. 
;DUCATION Minister [Pr. MahatGi; 
jVIohamed_, has criticised opportumst 

udcnt leaders who capitalised on base- 
ss issues to demonstrate the force of 
e students. 

“They feel that they are now a force in 
is country, not part of a responsible group 
ding their opinion to the Government,” __-. 

he said toda’y. 
“There are aiso some 

who think that theirpo- 
wer is eaulvalent to that 
of the- Government. 
These people are being 
misled by situations in 
other countries,” hc add- 
ed. 

‘The issue is not the 
questlon. They only want 
to show their power,” the 
Minister said. 

This was shown by the 
recent demonstrations 
on the aurported starva- 
tion issue in Baling. 
“They wanted to test 
whether the Government 
will bow down to them,” 
he said. 

Dr. Mahathir who was 
speaking on student 
movements and national 
politics at the Menglem- 
bu Umno dlvlsion’s poli- 
tical and economic seml- 
nar here, said that he 
agreed that students 
should be aware of the 
political situation in the 
country. 

Wide freedom 
“But this does not 

mean t,“,“,40n”,“cyw ftmt$ 
adopt 
1imitationS. No Govern- 
ment In the world can 
overcome all aroblems. 

He explained that the 
freedom given to stud- 
ents is wide 
when 

ran$n; 
compared 

that given to those out- 
side the CamDus. 

“ThlS includes the 

freedom -to DubfiSh their 
own DaDers. and the 
right to voice their op.n- 
Ions and hold gatherings. 

“But in their paDer 
they attack the Dersonai 
lives of other DcoDle and 
condemn the Govcrn- 
mcnt 
without 

and other bodies 

them.” 
anv truth in 

Dr. Mahathir said tiilt 

some of the student lea- 
ders arc only interested 
fn Power and in telling 
the DCoDle that they: 
cannot. be set aside. 
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