SUBVERSIVES MUST BE KEPT AWAY: MAHATHIR
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SCHOOL heads have been urged to

tighten discipline

in their schools so

that students will not be misled by “sub-

versive elements.”

The Education Ministry will stand firm
behind officers who act honestly and sin-
cerely to safeguard the national interest”,
Education Minister Dr. Mahathir Mohamed.
sald today when dpening the 50th State
Education Directors conference here.

“This will also enable students who ge-
nuinely wish to pr-sue their education to

study without beil”_# harrassed by irrespon- -
ple and organisations in |

sible students.” ¢
Dr. Mahathir sald that
the recent student un-
rest in unlversities and
.schools had been ‘very
disturbing.” |
“There may be reasons

for the unrest, but this !

country cannot afford .
thls Juxury during its
present stage of develop-
ment,” he said.

“The natlon expects
good returns for every .
single cent of public |
money 1t spends on edu- |
cation.”

It was obvious, he add-
ed that “undesirable
elements” had managed
to use students for their
own ends,

Because of this, the
students were now fac-
ing difficulties which
were worrisome to thelr
parents.

Screening

Dr. Mahathir asked'
schools to screen gll peo~

contact with puplls dur-

ing extracurricular acti- -

vities so as to weed out
these bad elements,

The Ministry has al- .

ready dlrected all States
g}rﬁd school heads to do
S,

With tighter discipline, |
had |

the students who
thus far enjoyed un-
limited freedom, might
“create issues and
sort to

actions by
lessons to express their

dissatisfaction,” Dr. Ma-

hathir said.

re-
irresponsible -
boycotting

This would have to be .
met with further discip- !

linary action, he said.

Dr. Mahathir also
warned students that
bad reports on them '

could adversely
thelr futures.

affect

He then asked parents ’

to supervise their child-

ren more. closely so that .

they would grow up to
be responsible citizens.
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