fahathir: Mal

I(UALA LUMPUR, Sat
— Education oppor-
tunities are now belng
cifered to those who had
in the past been neglect-
ed, Educatlon Minister
D¢, _Mahathir Mchamed
sald yesterddy.

“The wuntortunate
events ¢f  May 13 have
- expesed the pecple’s dis-
sutistaction over many
things fncluding the
education system,” he
said.

He sald as a result of
those events - several
changes had to be made
which were agreed to by
the other political par-
tles.

“Changes wer2 made
in the education system
to give ample opportu-

nity to bumlputras to
enter instituticns Gf
higher learning,” Dr.

Mahathir said.

e was speaking at a
forum on the Malaysian

education  system
its roie in bulldlng a
progressive  scclety, at
the Mara Institute of
Technology at .Shah
Alam.

More than 1,000 stu-
dents attended the f{o-
rum. Other speakers

and -

werz Prof. Syed Naguib
Al-Atasiof the University
Kebangsaan and Encik
Hussaird Abdul Rahman,
a tcrmer  vice-president
of t,he; MI'LT students’
union i

~{'ne bumlipuiras. es-
pecially these In the ru-
ral areas, have always
been left behind In the
fleid of education,” Dr.
Mahgthir said.

He sald the Brltish ru-
lers here only ccncen-
trated schools in big
towns,

The country’s educa-
tlon system was aimed
at eradicating all- these
short-comings and mak-
ing sure that all, partl-

cularly the neglected
ones, got a sound educa-
tion.
Many colleges and. in-
stitutions, such  as the
Ungku Omar Polytech-
nic, the Federal Insti-
tute of Technology and
the Tunku Abdul Rah-
man College had only a
small proportion of bu-
miputra students.

. The present education
system has changed all
this and secured more
places for bumiputras.
He urged students to

co-operate with the Go- ;.

vernment and play a

more actlve and useful

role.
Prof. Syed Nagulb sald
the country’s - education

system was still reminis- :

' cent of the colonial era. .

He sald historians had !

always given prominence

to the Portuguese, Span- -

i<h. English and other
Western expiorers but
seldom mentioned
important role Islam
played in our history.

“Textbooks still con-
tain a lot of reference
to the Western achieve-
ments but very little to
others,” Prof. Syed Na-
guib said.
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