
KUALA LUMPUR, MAR. $&RNA&A) -- EDUCdTlQN MINISTER k.& 
kl&.ATH_t R M0HAME.D ‘SAt D, TODAY THAT A GENERAL’ STUDY ‘ON PRE-SCHOOL 

1 ~EDucAT~~I~~E~NG .CARRIED ‘OUT BY THE GOVERNMENT, 
HE ADIIED THAT H!S MINISTRY GAVE GREAT ATTENTION TO PZE-SCHOOL 

EDUCATION AND AN +EXPERtMENTAL KINDERGARTEN+ WAS.REt’NG CARRiED OUT 
IN PAHANG TENGGARA WITH THE VIEW OF IMPLEMENT I NG t T. 

THE MINISTER WAS COMMENTING ON’A SUGGESTIOni BY THE UNlVERStiY 
OF MALAYA’S DEAN OF EDUCATION, DR. AlJANG HAD SALLEH THAT TtiE SCHOOL- 
.GO ING AGE FOR ‘CHILDREN IN RURAL AND POOR URBAN .qREAS BE LOWERED. 
TO FIVE YEARS. ( 

DR. MAHATHIR SAID THE IMPLEMENTATION O‘F PRE-SCHOOL EDUCAT’ION ” 
NEEDED A CAREFUL STUDY AND ASSESSMENT APART FROM LARGE ALLOCATION. 

HE ADDED THAT DR, AWANG HAD”S SUGGESTION WAS SIMILAR TO THE 
KINDERGARTENS WHICH EXISTED NOW, 

HE SAID HE HAD NOT DETERMINED kHETHER THE K INDERGARTEN NOW 
BEING, EXPERIMENTED IN PAHANG TENGGARA WOULD BE PLACED UNDER HI’S 
MINISTRY OR ThE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT. 
- RERNAMA MORE 1535/YF 
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THE ‘SEC.RETARY OF THE SELANGOR MALAY TEA;?‘,LRS FEDERATION 
(PGMS), ENCIK JOHAR MOHAMED LAZIM, SAlD THAT THE FEDERATION SJf’PdR- 
TED THE SUGGESTION BY DR. AWANG HAD. 

HE SAID PRE-SCf-iOOL EDUCATION COULD HELP RAISE THE STANDARD OF 
EDUCATI’ON IN THE RURAL AREAS. 

TtiE PRESIDENT OF THE WEST MALAYSIA MALAY TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
ENCIK MOHAMED KASSIM; SAID THAT THE ASSOCIATION HAD ALNAYS STREdED 
ON PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATIOx, ESPECIALLY Ih THE RURAL -AREAS, 

HE SAID THE ASSOClATlON HAS MADE THIS POINT CLEAR IN ITS MEMO- 
RANDA TO THE COMMiTTEE REVtEWtNG THE’ IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EDUCA- 
TtON SYSTEM. 

HE ADDED THAT HIS ASSOCt ATlON HAD ALSO SUGGESTED THAT FREE 
EDUCATION BE GIVEN UP TO FORM FIVE LEVEL. 

TttE DEPUTY FRES I D&NT OF .THE NATIONAL UN ION OF TEACH I NG PROFES- 
SION, ENC IK GURNAM St NGH,’ ALSO .SilPPORTED THE SUGGESTION. -- BERNAMA 

;___ 1539/YF 
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