Bahasa CAN
be used
in science:

Mahathir

KUALA LUMPUR, Sunday.
EDUCATION MINISTER Dr. ‘Mahathir
Mohamed has called for greater use of
Bahasa Mualaysia in scientific actlvities, in-
cluding publications and seminars.
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He said: “ It Thas;
often been sald
that the language

lacked sophistication to

such an extent that it
would not be able to cateh |
u» with the standard .
English, -

achleved by
German or Russian,
“But a glance at the
rapld development of
all branches of science

in Japan and China in:

time casts some
doubt on the contention
that Asiatlc languages
are Incapable of scienti-
flc sophistication.”

Dr. Mahathir was
speaking at a dinner or-
ganised by the Malaysian
Blo-Chemistry  Associa-

tion at Hotel Equatorlal

here last night.

He sald that almough
English was more sult-
able in the fleld of high-

er studies, “Bahasa Ma-
laysia will not he widely
used, unless we take thc
first step now”,

Future roles

He., however, added
that English must be
treated as a very
portant  second
guage. .

The Minister also call-
ed on universities  to
accept the challenges of
modern soclety :and fulfil °
the country’s manpower
needs.

“While being proud of
our past achlevements,
universities should nre-
pare for thelr future
roles,

He hoped that stu-
dents joining universi-
ties would understand
that they had specific

lan-

im- |

objectives which “would
help them plan their

; future,

Dr. Mahathir note
that “knowledge serves
as the source of power
today, In contrast to
land and capital in the
bygone days.”

“Education is not
merely to attaln know-
ledge, but, more impor-

tant, the students must
be able to recognise
problems and analyse

them and to make reso-
‘lutions,” he said.
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