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P KUALA LUKPUR, APRiL @3?%E§NAMA}~» EDUCATION Mi%1STER,| DR,
MAHATHIR uoHiMED CA&D (ODAY CERTAIN GROUPS OF QN%VEQ%@?Y,y»' ENTS
w‘”’{" RLK‘MQ\C &O bm. Art_ ‘.w}'it‘"Uu il\v “,3:52" h!PL\J Q ‘32‘& ”TIHE
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HME SALD ?Ht wvthCTC WERE PRINTING PAMW#L&T ARD AtRE CETERMINED
TO CREATE JHCIDENTS N PROTUST AGAINST AmbﬁDWLW8S TO THE UNi=-
VERSITIES AND CO‘LFGE‘ ACYQ'

THE STUDENTS, IR MAKING TMEIR PLANS, ASSUMED THAT RO AUT&OR!TY
NGT EVEN THE GOVERNMENT OR Tﬂh JN?VERD‘TﬁES COULD TAKE ACTION iF
THEY CONFINED THEIR an?VEl:to WETHIN THE CAMPUSES.

Thb MiNISTER SAID THIS WAS MOVIKG THE UNSVERS@T&ES &Nﬁ COLLEGES
AMENDMENT BiLL [N THE DEWAN RAKYAT.

THE BILL AMONG OTHER THINGS 1S AIMED AT PnOVﬁD@Nu MORE STRINGENT
REGULATIONS Td CHECK STUDENT ACTEVﬁ!‘aS WeICH CAN BE PREJUDICIAL
TO NATIONAL SECURITY. k

!T ALEC tMOUW:RS THE YANG DI PESTUAN AGUNG TO APPOINTY PRINCIPAL
CFFICERS SUCH AS CHAKCELLORS AND VICE~CHANCELLGORS QM&?EAB oF
3Y THP ULIVERSITY COUNCILS,

1T ALSO PROVIDES FOR THE VICE CHANCELLOR TO k?PO!Nf DEANS AND

PUTY DEANS AND TO MAKE RECOMMEKDAT!ONS TC AW&&D THE uOMS?iBUT%ON&

F THEIR UNIVERSITIEZES. |

DR MAHATHIR STRESSED THAT THE STUDENTS® PLANS WOULD CREATE
- CHAOS AND WOULD NOT BE CONDUCIVE TO STUDIES IN THE CAMPUSES.
— BERNAMA 1955 /MD ‘ RS :
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HE SAED 5%1,«% THEY PARTICULARLY WANTED TO STOP FRESHIES
FROM PUQSU%MG THEIR STUDIES BUT INSTEAD JOIN THEM IN
EMONSTRATION.

HE REM INE::‘, THEM THAT THEIR WILD ﬁCTS HGU u_‘\G CONLY - ‘,
JEOPARDISE THE GOVERNMENT?S “hiM OF REDRESSING _E?iE IMBALANCES. _
RETWEEN- THE HAbE SUT WOULD ENCOURAGE ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMUNIST
TERRORISTS iN THE ddp‘ndLE BY DiVERTING h'f“t.f‘ﬂ%ﬁ\ ?"f'ét‘, -
N'CUR’QWY FPGM:Q Fr“&"t -.H’E'"ERROFNS? 0 Rt:.SfG“fH P ACE N THE
ChRPUSES,
e R R re Rt 5TS i TLY'GR o RECTL M
PREPARED TO FACE THE LEGAL CONSEQUENCES, - R

R :%J&WnnLNSHWUULu AT i CATNEST BAD WAS %Ga JUST PLAYING

AV Lol aWTUL ACTS TO OPPOSE THE LAW AND THOSE YHAT COULD
CZAKEN THE STABILITY OF THE COUNTRY WOULD BE DEALTH WiTH PRGPERLY
AND FPROMPTLY, == SERNﬂ.N ”uRh zou/ z »
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7 DR, MAHATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD -ANTICIPATED CRITICISMS
OF THE AMENDMENTS FROM GROUFS WITHIN OR OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY:
CLAIMING TO BE CHAVPIONS OF ACADSMIC FREZDOM, T
TTUE GROUPS. HE SAID, WERE UNDER THE WISCONCEPTION THAT ..
ACADEMIC FREEDOWM “EANT THAT THEY WERE EXEMPTED FROM THE LAWS OF
THE STATE. : : - .
THE REITERATED THAT ACADEMIC FREEDOM DID-NGT MEANTHAT THOSE
WORK ING AMD RESIDING IN UNIVERSITIES WERE ABOVE THE LW,
+THIS ALSO DOES NOT MEAN THAT CRIMINAL OFFENCES CAN BE CARRIED
OUT N UNJVERSITY CAMPUSES, FREE FROM THE LEGAL PROCESS OF THE
COUNTRY.+ HE ADDED, | . B o
DR, MAHATHIR SAID ACADEMIC FREEZOM ALSO DID NOT MEAN THAT
THE CAMPUSES. COULD BE USED TO PLAN AND TRAIN PEOPLE TO CREATE
CHAOS IN OR OUTSIDE THE CAMPUSES OR. |
THROUGHOUT, THE NATION, | o
HE ENMPHASISED THAT THERE WERE NO RESTRICTIONS OW ACADEMIC
FREEDOM IN THIS COUNTRY. | |
+THE AMENDMENTS+, HE SAID, +ONLY INVOLVE THE UNIVERSITY
AUTHORITIES WHO IN FHE PAST AAD BEEN UNABLE TO OVERCOME THEIR
INDIVIDUAL PROBLEMS+, — BERNAMA MORE 2004/52Z
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TV HE SAID THE LAW NEED NOT BE ENFORCED iF THAE PUSLIC COULD
VOLUNTARILY MAINTAIN AND PRESERVE THE PEACE

DR, MAHATHIR STRESSED THAT ALTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENT HAD SUCCEEDED
IN REDRESSING THE IMBALANCE 1N EDUCATION, THERE WERE STILL MANY
?i?ékéo¥”0 WERE |GNORANT OR NAD DELIBERATELY {GNORED NATIONAL

b it o

THESE PEOPLE WERE ALWAYS TRYING TO PREVENT BUMIPUTRAS FROM
RECEIVING EDUCATION AMD OF LATE THEY HAD COMCENTRATED THEIR
EEFORTS ON UTILTSING STUDENT POWER FOR THEIR OWN POLITICAL EWDS,

+AS & RESULT. NO OTHER ACTIVITFES BESIDES 'DEMONSTRATION CAN
NOW BE - MEARD 1N THE UNIVERSITIES,+ HE ADDED. -

THE %iNISTER REGRETTED THAT A LARGE NUMBER OF BUMIPUTRA STUDENTS
WERE 1NVOLVED IN LAST YEAR’S DEMONSTRATIONS.

CTHEY -SHOULD REALISE THAT THEY HAD BEEN LEFT FAR BEHIND 1IN
EDUCATION AND THAT ORLY EDUCTION COULD HELP THEM TO PROGRESS.

DR. MAHATHIR SAID THE STUDENTS HAD NOT ONLY TAKEN OVER THE
CAMPUS RUT ALSO OUSTEL THE UMIVERSITY AUTHORITIES, ' .

& DEMOCRAT!CALLY ELECTED GOVERNMENT WOULD BE FAILING iN ITS
RESPONS!EILITIES IF T DID NOT OVERSEE THE PROPER USAGE OF
PUBLIC FURDS AND PROPERTIES. '

HE ASSURED THAT THE AMMENDMENTS WOULD NOT INTERFERE WITH
STUDENTS OR THE ACQUISITION AND DISSEMINATION F KNOWLEDAE,

- — BERNAMA MORE 2029/MD
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+ACADEMICS CANNOT CONSIDER T fiwr‘* : AR p
EXEMé%gD ERG% THE STANDARDS OF BL Uﬁ EXFECTED OP TﬁE OTHQR
CITizENS“.‘. - p I TR » Y R ki Fﬁ;l?:r(\\!l;‘ 'P g_l:axﬁ L‘HB&CR%BEB TO

2 H R SAID iN THE PAST THL SUVLhu”-E HAD SUEGSCRiB:
A ?hEQ:ﬁﬁﬁ%TZTL DE ON THME ASSJ‘P:%O%A;“iT U‘*VER SITY STULENTS
RE E AND AM 7 THEIR OBLIGATIONS, o
WLQEOﬁgggg ’ﬁDLi AP:aO“Ao EVIDENT THAT SOME OF THEM WERE

{RRESPONSIBLE. AND VERE NOT AWARE OF THE CONSEQUERCES OF THEIR
A SOVERNHENT,  THEREFORE COULD 0T TREAT SUCH ACTIONS LIGHTLY,

* ﬁnaiLso SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS FULLYSAWARE OF SOME STUDENT
b i AN - , ’
(VOLVED WITH THE COMMUNISTS.
”wongR203£;§CZ§¥ E&E ADDED, WAS L«OOQWA$533272H§P§Eg% @gs
KEEP A CLOSE WATCH ON THE ACTIVITIES OF STUDENTS WHO OW THE
WERE UNSYMPATHETIC TOWARDS THE CO «
?ﬁRgﬁnglv~oav0THER ASSHST THEM.,-BERNAMh MORE 2036/MD
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—> DR, TAN CHEE KXHOORN (“EKEVAQ“K SPONG) SalD- THE IMPLICATIONS OF

THE B‘LL WERE MUCH WIDER THAN ITS REPRESSIVE EFFECTS ON THE
UNIVERSITIES AND ON THE YOUNG PEOPLE [N THE COUNTRY.

THE BILL POSED A CHALLENGE TO LIBERTIES, AMND YOUTHS WERE o
REQJEQED J0 GIVE UP FUNDEMENTAL RIGHT AS Cﬁ {ZENS IN EXCHANGE FOR
THE OPPORTUN{TY FOR HIGHER EBUCAT!ONW - '

DR, TAN CLAIMED THAT THZ SOVERNMENT HAD MESJUE@EB THE MOOD
AND TEMPER OF THE STUDENTS,

THE kuPWESS?VL WEAEURES+ WOULD MOT CURB STUDEWNT POLITICAL
ACTIVITIES B WOULD WARDEN THEIR ATTITUDE.

“iF TTCY Cinﬂur CONDUCT a%Eih ACTIVITIES U?EWLY& THEY WiLL JUST
GO0 UNDERGROUND AND THUS Wile £ NTAIL FAR MORE WORK FOR SPECHAL
BRANCH THAN LOOunvu AFTER THE O”' T OACTIVITIES OF "Hc STUDERTS +

HE SAlDe
HE ALSO S&iD THE BiLL B KOT OHLY DESTROY THE AUTOKD MY Cr THE
UNIVERSITIES BUT ALSO oF EPRIVED THE YOUTH OF THEIR FREEDOM AND

+REDUCES UNIVERSITY TEACHERS TO THE STATUS OF HACKS [N THE SERVICE
OF THE GOVERNMENT iN POWER,+ ~-BERNAMA MORE 2104/VD -
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~—> THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRET&RY N THE PRIME MINES aR’S DnPARTME\T
DR. GOM CHENG TEIX SAID THE BiLL WAS THE co ERWMP%*’S RESPONSE TO
THE DECLINE OF DISPLINE IN_SOME CAMPUSE
| 4S A FORMER LECTURER, HE S&iD, HE KNEW AT FIRST HAND WHAT THE
STATE OF DISPLINE WAS LIKE AT LEAST AT THE “UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA.
HE RECALLED THAT STUDENTS COULD GET ON TO THE ROSTRUM AND
ATTACK THEIR LECTURERS, PROFESSORS, DEANS AND THE Vi CE-CHANCELLOR.
STUDENTS COULD DEM&ND {AND OFTEN THESE DEMAND WERE MET& THAT
LECTURES &ND TUTORIALS BE CANCELLED TC ENABLE THEM TO HOLD MASS
RALLI1ES DURING LECTURE HOURS. .
HE SAID THE PRESENT AMENDMENT SEEXS TO EMPOWER THE UWIVERSITY
ADM|N{STRATION TO DEAL WITH THOSE STUDENTS WHO DEMAND 4 LiCENSE
TO PRACTICE HOOL)GAN] SMS (N THE NAME OF ACADEMIC FREEDOM.
HE SA1D THE R!GHT TO DJSSENT WAS NOT {MPA{RED AS THE STbDEgTS
- COULD EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS ON GREAT NATJONAL SSUES THROUG THE -
WRITTEN WORD. -~ BERNAMA MORE 2133/zcm ~ | |
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TO THE. TEACHING STAFF WHO FELT THAT THE BBLL esvas EKTRA Powzas ‘

TO THE VIGCE~CHANCELLOR, HE URGED THEM TO APPRECHATE ‘THAT IT WAS -
INTENDED TO HALT THE PRESENT DRIFT TOWARDS DiSORDER IN THE CAMpusas
AND NOT FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSES.

HE ALSO URGED THEM TO COOPERATE IN RESTORING DiSPLINE AND
RESPECT FOR THE AUTHORITY IN THE STUDENTS RANK SO THAT THESE.

- UNPLEASENT MEASURES WHICH THE BILL SEEKS TO INTRODUCE CAN BECOME
A TEMPORARY NECESSITY.

"HE FELT THAT WHEN STUDENTS® DiSPLINE &T THE campusas RETURNS .

TO NORMAL, THIS PARTICULAR AMENDMENT WILL LOSE iTS RA}SOH D’ETRE

“AND §S LIKELY TO WITHER AWAY.

UHE SAID THE EDUCATION MINjSTER SHOULD ENSURE THAT I NCENTIVE

BASED ON MERITS ARE RESTORED iN FULL TO THE RANKS OF THE TEACHING
AND ADMIN}STRATIVE STAFF.

HE ALSO URGE THE MINISTER TO PROVIDE CHANNELS FOR STUDENTS TO t
TRANSMIT LEGITIMATE GRIEVANCES AGAINST THE UNIVERSITY ADMjNISTRATION
TO KiMe SEVERAL STUDENTS DEMONSTRATIONS i¥ THE UNJVERSITY OF MALAYA
IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS HAD THEIR ORIGINS IN. ADM&NSTR&T%VE
NEGL | GENCE,. ==~ BERNAMA MOREElB?/ZCM -
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HAJT EMBONG YAHYA (BN-LEDANG) DESCRIBED H& BILL &S JUST
AND TIMELY &S 1T WOULD PREVENT STUDENTS FROM GETTING INVOLVED
IN POLITICAL PARTIES [NCLUDING THE PARTY IN POMWER. -
HE SUGGESTED THAT THE SAME CONDITIONS BE IMPOSED ON L C?ﬁ”*
A8 HE FELT THERE WERE LECTURERS, WHO- HAV!%G LOST iR
ELECTIONS, TURNED THE LECTURE ROOMS iNTO 4 POLITICHL
AREN ZEO CRSTICBSE THE GOVERKME%Tn - BERN&MA MORE
2217/1CH
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EKCIK ARIFFIN Hidi DAUD (BN-PERMATANG PAUH), Sa!ﬁ_ﬂLT%&UGH
K e ¢ THEY VERE T%ME%vSégv |
W OF THE UNHEALTHY TRENDS AMONG STUDENTS AT PRESENT.
view OF rivee GOVERNMENT WOULD consankw

THE AMENDMENTS WERE RATHER

HE HOPED HOWEVER,

THAT THE

STIFF,

LoV G DEFICERS OR’STAFFS OF UNIVERSITIE

THE Hi1GA COURT ON MATTERS WiT

PH WiHiCH TﬁEY

[

S VO 4PPEAL T
WERE NOT - SaTSwr%ED LND

NOT ONLY 7O THE UNIVERSITY CGUNC!L 45 PROVIDED BY THE &FE@QMEN
' HthL‘O SUGGESTED THAT 4 PROVISION BE MADE ALLOWING ACTION
AGAINSY DEOPLE WHO ENTERED UMIVERSITY CRMPUSES ?o iNSTR&&TE

STUDEWTS. =~ BERNANMA MORE OEZV/ZCM
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JOWINDIHG up THE D DEBATE, DR. MARATHIR PO{NTED OUT TH&? TPE BiLL
SinS NOT AIMED AT SUPPRESclNG THE S?LDEQ(S;
HE SAID THAT HE WAS AWARE THAT MOST OF THE STUDENTS SD NOT
WAKT TO0 ACY UNCOQQTiTU“€ONALLY i\ﬁ\ Aat THE REW L&WS WERE A{MED
AT PROTECTING THESE STUDENTE, ’ o
DRe MAKATHIR SAiD UNDER THL PRESINT -SYSTaM THE GOV‘RNMcNT CGULu .
NGY CFF CTiVCLV CONTRO:L THE ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE UN?VERS?TY

CaMPUSE : :

o 3R A WE O Abw” 10 WUULD
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O RAL JuCACiO.“ SDUATES Uﬁiﬁ The

:QCJHES F")n THEIR Cui a;‘a ;:. ST AMD AT &4 RESULY THi LATTER
COULD NOT CONCENTRATZ GH SR ) '
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THE MINISTER RULED CUT THE bO“biDS’ﬁTY GF THE SiLL TURRI®G
STUDLENTS INTQ MERE ROBOTS AS THEY WOULD BE SUBJECT TO CERTAIN RULES
&ND REGULATIONS. ' ‘ o
+INSTEAD, TALKS HELD IN THE CAMPUSES ARE MORE DESTRUCTIVE -
BECAUSE A4S A RESULT OF SUCH TALKS MANY OF THE TUBEQ?% HERE
INFLUENCED AND DID NOT WANT TO ACCEPT REALITIES,+ HE 8415, _
O SUGGESTIONS THAT MORE DIALOGUES A4ND ?ORUM% BE HELD WiTH THE
STUDENTS WO RESOLVE THEIR PROBLEMS, DR. MAHATHIR S&%D SUCH EFFORTS

OULD BE FRUGTTLES

S IF THE STUDENTS REFUSED TC ACCEPT THE GOVERN=
MERT?S vsews AND Op i '
W

fﬂ?

I1ONSe > .
) HaYE CFTEIN NDED STUDZ T8 FORUMS AND D& OGUES ARD O
‘GST ’\C‘«Nwa@\zﬁﬁ WERE BOU&D BY T f‘i. "l ‘9' HE & Uhna ‘
v REGARD DBUOING 48 1 Ohh&i DL“ SUCH FURCTIONS WE'L ‘BE JSELESE
VFOYEEY WERE ONLY SNTERDED 7O 200 fﬂ‘\au JoER &T THE GUEST (rEé&EQuw

DRy BAHATHIR RESTERATED THAT THE BiLL WOULD MNOT ADVERSELY
FreCT TRE AUTONCMY OF UNIVERSITIES AS THEY WOULD CURT%%U& T¢ BE
LDMI %1 STERED BY th UNHV 8ITY AUTHORITIES.
THE BQLL WAS ORLY &1MI0 AT PREVENTING UNCONSTITUTIOR&L aCTiVITIZS
WITHIN THE UﬂbVCNS&TY CMVPUSES, HE SA4
THE BILL WAS PASSED AT 10.45 PuM. &FT“ & FIVE-HOUR LEBLTES o
BERNAMA 2317/2CH
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