
I’EW STRAITS TIMES THUqSDAY. APRIL 10, 1975 

STUDElVT.S WANT TO CREATE C~O;s' 

Dr. Mahathir Mohamed ___ _.... -.-._ __ 

He said it had b&D found that 99 per cent of univelxity 
students did not want to be involved in demonstrations and 
their main preoccupation was their stugies. 

;hat it w-s “too harsh”. 
Among* other things, 

the Blli provides that 
student fOUnd gUi1t.y Of 
any criminal offcnce 
nay t)c susacnded from 
universlty. 

The DAP members. 
who wcr0 cxpectcd to 
strongly criticlse the 3111, 
walked out of the House 
immediately after they 
had failed to defer the 
Bill for six months. 

The motion lntroduccd 
by Mr. Lim’ Kit Siang 
(DW-Kota Melaka), was 
rejected on a volcc vote. 

Dr. Mahathlr said he 
was “sad” to have to 
Dresent the amendments 
but the Government 
;;;ld not afford to al- 

a small group of 
students. who were not 
interested in Pursuing 
t!re!r studies, to prevent 
others from doing so. 

During the December 
demonstrations 

they. were 
afraid to attend lec- 
tures. 

The Government, Dr. 
Xahatnir S31cl. haI yoof 

that some students had 
misused their privilc$es. 

Instead of introducmg 
new stfidents to the life 
and Studies in tie c‘Zm- 
pus. they Used the time 
to win them to their folc 
tiJ further their S&lSl 
ends. . 

Under the Pretext 0 
conducting s&al sur 
veys for their Studies 

I against the law. 

amendments. 

WC :Lre not creating 
something out of a 
vacmim.” 
TLI@ Government. he 

I reiterated could not af- 
t ford to 
I 

“plav around.” 
It ha& to nuke Use of 
all availa‘ble resources 
and time to attend to 

1 other urgent problems 
j such as the communist 
1 terrorist threat. 

He refuted the claim 
! that the students would 

eggs (Amend- all off~~~e~--y;ld,Yr~“~~~ 
Act 

was nssscd at 
“non-ballable 

seizable” and 

tfter a was rleleted 
;nP trconce on tnc unl- liYe!y fir<!-hour d?bAtC. 

following comments from’ 
bzth ::ides of t:;e ;iouse 

“WC have to Safeguard - vcl:Sities and Unl- One oroXsin3 t,, m-l.,, 
this majority f;;;i; the verslt Coil 
one per cent . arc mcnt Bill. Y 
out to crcatc chaos,” he The Bill 
said when rcplylng to 

_ _ 
. . __. a.bo’it 11 P.m. a 

_ Playing around 
Dr Mahathlr added: 

“We’ have been’ liberal 
to the students. But be- 
cause of Prevailing cir- 
cumstances. including 
pressures from the ueo- 
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urn out to be mere 
‘robots” with all these 
,estrictions imposed on 
#hem. 

On the contrarY,weh~ 
iaid, the students 
nacle “robots”t;;r,~ they 
:ould not for 
hemselves after listen- 

to irresponsible 
$%eches by their lead- 
Srs. 

Dr. Mahathir agreed 
to the suggestlon that 
there shouid be dia- 
logues between him, the 
students and staff. 

“,I had dialogues with 
the student representa- 
tives throughout the De- 
cembcr demonstrations. 

1 tormls 
: I “‘.“he’ students used t-0 
e 

1 

academic freedom j 
“means freedom to seek 
knowledge. to pursue ‘any ’ 
course 01 studies with- ( 
out being hammered or 
obstructed by considera- 
tions Gther than acade- ’ 
mlc.” , 

But If sucn sessions 
meant, that. the Govern- 
ment had to accept 
everything brought up, 
they wcrc no longer 
diaiogues.” 

Bos first . *. 
FJC said he was Pre- 

pared to accept crltl- 
clsn‘:; including those 
nra.Je’ during UiliveXitj 

He ccntinued: “It does 
not mean that those who 
stay cr work fn univer- 
sity campuses are above 
the law. It does not 
mean that crimes may be 
committed on university 
grounds with complete 
immunity from the 
DroceSSes of the laws of 
the country. 

_ __ _ - 
listen first before boOg 
but now they boo right 
from the start of forums. 
It looks as if thelr in- 
tention In invltlng peo- 
ple to forums is to jeqr 
at them. This shoulda’t 
be the behavlour of peo- 
ple xho are fit for the 
univcr.sity.” 

Enrlicr. in movln:: the 
Bill. Dr. Mahnthir said 

--“The 
~XRInds of the 

unfversirv are not sacred (5 
and lawbreakers cannot, 
makl- it a sanctuary for) 
tb,ef illegal ope~~~eons. 

! would 
emDhasise here th$I 
academic freedom. 
there is no re.strictionB;;, 

the new laws do concern ’ 
CnlY th Universities andi 
they are so because the’ 
“nlversitles have failed’ 

J contain 
and manage. 

roblems on their own ‘1 
-----1. _ 
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