NMEW STRAITS TIMES THURSDAY, APRIL 10,

1973

MAHATHIR: ONLY ONE PER CENT OF
STUDENTS WANT TO CREATE CHAOS

otec
Fﬁgy ®®9®

. immediately
. had falled to deler the

that it was “toc harsh”.

Among other things,
the Bill provides that
students  found guilty of
any criminal offence
may be suspended from

university.
The DAP members,
who were expected to

strongly criticise the 3ill,
walked out of the House
after they

Bil} for six months.
The motion, introduced

by Mr. Lim Kit Slang |
(DAP-Kota Melaka), was !

rejected on a voice vote.

* 1
Inevitahie
Dr. Mahathir said he |
was “sad” to have to

present the amendments
but the Government

. could not afford to al-
 low
students,

a small group of
who were not

interested in pursuing

helr studies, to prevent

others from doing so.
During the December
demonstrations, many
giri students wrote to
him that  they ™ were
afraid to attend lec-
tures, i
The Government, Dr.
Mahatnir said, had proof
that some students had
misused their privileges.
Instead of {ntroducing
new studenis to the life
and studies in the cam-
pus, they used the time

ple, we have to intro-
duce the amendments.
We are not creating
something out of a
vacuam.”

The Covernment, he
reiterated could not af-
ford to “play around.”
Tt nad to make use Of
all  available resources
and time to atiend to
other urgent problems
suci as the communist
terrorist threat.

He refuted the claim

" that the students would

turn out to be mere

“robots” with all these
| restrictions imposed on
i them.

On the contrary, he
safd, the students were

1 made “robots” of as they

could mnot think for
themselves after listen-
ing to ~ {rrésponsible

speeches by their lead-

ers. .
Dr. Mahathir agreed
to the suggestion that
there shouid be dia-
logues between him, the
students and stafl.

“I had dialogues with
the student representa-
tives throughout the De-
cember demonstrations,
But if such sessions
mesnt that the Govern-
ment had to accept
everything brought up,
they were " no  longer
diaiogues.”

Bog first. ..

to win them to their fold

RSN, KUALA LUMPUR, Wednesday.
THE neé@lfx&?gr{%ﬁvers T v to further their selfish

ities is aimed at thwarting a hand- He sald he was DI¢-

ful of students from disrupting the studies of the majority “S;‘der'me' pretext of ?il;xend t;)ncl%xcdci%%t Ec:!l;i(;c;e
in the campuses, Education Minister Dr. Mahathir Mohamed . conduciing  soctal sur- ?;igglsdurmg university.
told the Dewan Rakyat last night. \ — {g}g foﬂ-még?fedsmdﬁlsé | fornms.  dents used %0
He said it had been found that 99 xer cent of university —kampung pcople listen first before boolng

to go
A but now they boo right
egainst the law. -l from the startof forums.

Playing around j It looks as if thelr in-

© tention in inviting peo-

students did not want to be inv olved in demonstrations and®
their main preoccupation was their studies.
“We have 1o safeguard o '

o versities and ) Uni- One proviston t .. Dr. Mahathir added: ple to- forums {s to jecr
é{i‘: m;ljorlt,g f}'olm the versity Colleges (Amend- all offences undgrm%};g oWe have been liberal at them. This shoulda't
one per cent who are mentf Bill - Act hon-ballable ang to the students But be-  be the behaviour of peoo
sald when  replylng  to  sbout 11 pam. pafter . able was eleted, cause of prevailing cir-- ple who are fit for the

the debate on the Uni- following comments from including

: cumstances,
both sides of the

" . university.”
lively five-hour debate.

academic  freedom |  “The" -
“means freedom  to seek | ungsn{‘,rg;‘é‘ds of the, .
knowledge, to pursue any | and lawh not saered "

cocurse o1 studies with~'!
out being hampsered or
obstructed by considera-

make it
thelr flleaq) anStUary for

tions other than acade-' emphasipe Uj . ke to
mic” © thercdsise " here " tnat

. estr}
He ccntinued: “It does 2¢3demic freﬁdo‘rslc.mnB?lxé"

not mean that those who (1€ NeW laws do cor, ‘
gitfvy c%rmwork in univer- CPlY the universltim‘féfilf
Iy Spmpuies ae avove “ifv.fige beciuse ihe
mean that crimes may be ;Og?ntaln and manage‘
committed on university vlems on their own .
grounds with complete .

immunity from the

processes of the laws of

the country.
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