Mahathir on marriage
and the career girl
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Don’t
waste
your
time,
women

urged

KUAL-A LUMPUR, Tuesday.
ORKING women should not give up
their profession once they get mar-

ried because it will be a waste ofyskilled

resources, Education Minister Dr. Maha-
thir Mohamed said today.

“Women. should as far as possible con-
tinue to give the nation the benefit of their
specialised abilities arauired over a period

of time,” he said.

He was speaking on
Partnership in Develop- .

ment at a seminar orga-
nised by the National
Council of Women’s Or-
ganisation at the Dewan
Bahasa dan Pustaka.

The five-day seminar,

which began yesterday,is,
beilng attended by wo- '

men leaders from all over -

the countiry. The theme

is the Role of Women In :

a Changing World.
“The wife by virtue of

being a wife is already a .

partner in development,”
Dr. Mahathir sald.
Thus, the working wife
Is an even greater part-
ner as she plays a dual
role in national develop-
ment, he added. | -

Required skills

He called on women to
make full use of educa-
tional facilities open to
them.

Women, once equipped
with the necessary skills,
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can coniribute towards
national development by
golng into partnership
with men in business, he
added.

“Women must, how-
ever, remember that
partnership and equality
are not synonymous,” Dr.
Mahathir sald.

He sald one must not
struggle for equality of
partnership to obscure
developmental objectives.

‘“Women must remem-
ber that almost every de-
veloping country is short
of manpower and this in-
cludes skilled women,” he
added. -

Nowadays, with the
new breed of liberated
women who have ventur-
ed into fields which were
onee dominated by men,
women should have no
problem in going into
any partnership.

However, Dr. Mahathir
advised women that for
any partnership to suc-
ceed, there must be un-
derstanding and co-ope-

ration.
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