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THTA

KU{iLA LUMPUR, Wed.

— The Cambridge
Local Examination Syndi-
cate has increased the
fees for the MCE/SPM
and HSC/STP examina-
tions by only the ‘bar- |
est minimum,” Educa- !
tion Minister Dr. Maha- |
thir Mohamed said to-
day.

_Dr.____Mahathir, ans-
wering parents’ com-
plainls over the higher
fees, said Cambridge had
assured  his  Ministry
that the fees were still
lower than those charg-
ed in Britain for similar
examinations.

The fees were raised
from $33.70 to $103.67 for
the MCE, from $76.55 to
$93.15 fcr the SPM, and
$80.90 to £90.80 for the
HSC/STP.

He said the examina-
tions were conducted by
Cambridge with the ccl-
laboration with the Edu-
cation Ministry’s Exami-
nation Syndicate.

“Matters pertaining to
such subjeclts as exami-
nation fees are the re-
sponsibility and preroga-
tive of Cambridge.

_Inevitable

“Being a non-Govern-
ment  body, Cambridge
has to rely solely on its
own financial resources
to run those examina-
tions.

“The latest rise in
examination fees, the
Ministry was told, was
an inevitable outcome of
inflationary trends over
which Cambridge has no
control,” he said.

Dr. Mahathir said
Cambridge decided to in-
crease the fees only to-
wards the end of Ilast
year, after “a very thor-
ough consideration” of
all aspects of the sub-
ject, including an earlier
appeal by the Ministry to
minimise the inevitable
increase.

The Minister said the
decision lo increase the
fees was conveyed to the
Examination Syndicate
cnly at the beginning of

“the year.

Certain clarifications
and clearances had to be
obtained by the Syndi-
cate before the new. fces
could be announced .
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