
11 Thurs. - The 
Goverrllllellt wiil not 
bc pressured into 
withdrawing the pro- 
posed new law 011 
universities, Ed ca- 

Minister L 
$%athir Mohamed p 
toTa7;EDt?Wan--Ne- 
gars ticlz~y. 

“We will not budge 
an inch,” he said when 
movinE the Univerzities 
and University Colletre 
Bill. 

He added that there 
wcrc some Malaysians 
trying to solicit helu 
from other countries to 
put pressure on the 
Government. 

“I would like to rc- 
mind these people that 
every countrv thc.v are 
tUrnhW t0 for SUnDOrt. 
everYGne of them has 
its own skeletons 117 its 
cupboards which will 
not bear scrutiny,” he 
dd. 

The Eill Seeks more 
stringent rules and re- 
gulations for students. 
One of the amendments 
provides for the susoen- 
slon of students found 
&lty of any .crlmlnal 
0fIencc. 

MEJ SjJl and RUHANIE AHMAD 

Ancthcr seeks to rive 
the Vlcc-Chancellors 
powers to apoolnt cleans 
and deputy deans and 
propose changes in 
their universities’ con- 
stitutions regardinK a~- 
pointment of senior ad- 
ministrative staff. 

Dr. Mnhathir des- 
cribed as “naive” the 
opinion of some people 
that academic freedom 
meant stXcin1 CXCrnD- 
tiOXls from the law. 

“These people bclleve 
that the firounds on 
which unlvcrsities stand 
arc sacred and mav not 
bc desecrated bv such 
peonle as the mnta-mata 
who enforces the law.” 

Academic freedom. he 
said. meant “freedom 
to seek knowledrre. to 
Pursue any courcpe with- 
out b?hW hamoerPd or 
Obstructed by considera- 

( tions other than acade- 
mic ,” 

Dr. Mahathir added 
academic lrcedom did 
110t me a II that those 
Who rta,v or qlork :n the 
camr)uscs wcr9 above 
the law. 

“It does not, mean 
that crimes may be 
conimittcd ln univcrslty 
grounds with comDlete 
immunity from the pro- 
CcsseS of the laws of the 
country. 

“No such universltv in 
the whole world has 
such rights.” 

mDla!ninE why the 

, 

amendments were nc- 
ccssary. Dr. Mahathir 
Said there was “no dis- 
cipline at all” in the 
universities. 

“Students took over a 
campus and excelled 
the university authori- 
tics. Thcv have threat- 
ened a Vice-Chancellor 
and warned him they 
would close the univer- 
sity in three days if 
certain things were not 
done.‘P 

Obviously, this called 
for measures to enforce 
discipline in the uni- 
versities. he added. 

Dr. Mahathir warned 
of chaos if stringent 
measures were not 
taken to control stud- 
ents’ clcmonctrations. 

False names. 
Gne “frighti‘nln$’ ef- 

fect of the clemonstra- 
tlons was that It would 
heiD the communist ter- 
rorists because the se- 
curity forces would have 
to be diverted to safe- 
.guartl the :ituation in 
the towns. 

The recent demon- 
st.rations in Kuala Lum- 
PUr. Iaoh and Penana 
had indirectly helaed 
the terrorists, hc added. 

The izovert?m;nt. Dr. 
Mahathir ~ had 
found the dcmonstra- 
tei;l’lfs “very well organis- 

“The demonstrators 
had been instructed on, 
how to avoid the law. 
This was by riving false 
names and incorrect 
institutions of higher 
learning.” 

Dr. _Mahathir said the 

Government had “en- 
tertained” demonstra- 
tions all this while with 
the hODe that such ef- 
forts would satisfy the 
students. 

It was also to make 
sure that students would 
come to the neaotiatinc: 
table to solve issues. 

But such Govern- 
ment efforts produced 
results to the contrary. 

“The demonstrations 
lbccame larger each 
time. The students 
thought that the Gov- 
ernment was scared.” 
he added. 

During the debate, 
Sen. Datuk Nik Hassan 
Nik k’aliaya said certain 
Political figures have 
“used” students to 
achieve their ends. 

He suggested the Gov- 
ernment control the 
activities of the acade- 
mic stafI who were try- 
ing to organise protest 
actions against 
amended Act. 

the 

Sen. -Dr. Lim Ah Sitt 
urged the Minister to 
hold constant dialogues 
with students to hear 
their problems and help 
to solve them. 

SCll. Datuk Ab1IlX.d _ . _ 1 . . Arbnna suggesLea 6ne 
Government keen a close 
watch over -students 
planning to visit foreign 
countries under the pre- 
text of “study tours.” 

‘They may give a 
bad image of Malaysia 
Or they may be in- 
fluenced by certain un- 
healthy elements while 
abroad.” he added. 

He also said that prior 
to last December’s de-. _-.. 

monstration, students 
had conducted several 
early morning religbus 
gatherings in Ma&’ 
Negara. 

“But they were not 
actually a religious : 
gathering. They were 
gatherings to plan a de- 
monstration,” he said. 

Sen. Haji Abdul Itahim 
Manan commended Dr. 
Mahathir and the Gov- 
ernment for amending 
the’ Act. 

said students 
sh%ld be thankful that 
this country had 
achieved independence 
and that several uni- 
versities were set UP for 
them. 

“They 3. never knew 
F;rw bitter the struggle 

indepsndence was 
and they never knew 
bow dificult it was to 
set up universities,” he 
added. 

Lecturers, ‘too 
He also suggested that 

the Government control 
the activities of lec- 
turers and, if possible, 
ban them ‘from taking 
part in political activi- 
;,$g;e;bec?use their ideo- 

~111 poison the 
minds of innocent stu- 
dents.” 

SW. IIajjuh Salmah 
said students should be 
gtven an opportunity to 
express constructive 
views and criticisms. A 
complete curb on free- 
dom of speech might 
produce even more t;; 
trimental results, 

’ added.- 

I 
She. blamed the lack 

discipline 
(‘i&dents on the a!%% 

attentlon given to re- 
ligious education tn both 
Teoreys Six and university 

I Sen. Datulr Syed KC- 
chik Wvhamed congra- 
tulated Dr. Mahathir ’ 
for introducing the Bill. ! 
IIC said there was no ! 
reason for students to 
demonstrate. 

If ‘%eeyY were dissatisfied, 
could always choose an- 
other Government in 
the next election. 

The debate continues 
tomorrow. 
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