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Fri. — The Gov-
ernment needs the
powers  under the
new universitics Bill
to thwart a handtul
of irresponsible stud-
ent leaders from
turning the other
students into  “ro-
Lols”,  Education
Minister Pr. Maha-
thir Mohamed sald
loday—

“We have to separate
the few  arrogant  stu-
dent leaders from  the
new students to ensure
that they (the new stu-
dents)  would rnot be
brain-washed for un-
desirable activities,” he
added.

Replying to the debate
on the Unlversities and
University Coliege
(Amendment) Bill, Dr.
Mahathir said the majo-
ity of the present stu-
- dents had been “brain-
washed” to such an ex-
"tent. that they refused
i 1o accept the realities.
Some of ti.em still be-
lieved that hunger was
the cause of death of
the two children in
Baling last RQecember.
They claimed that the
Government had  bribed
the  parents  concerned
to teil the people that
their chilldren died of
illness.

Dr. Mahathir felt that
at the moment, univer-
sity forums would not
be  beneficlal  as  the
students  had turned
them intp 2 “sort of
game” and did not re-
card them as sessions
for serious discussions.

“They attend the
forums with a closed
mind. If the spealers
praised them, they would
cheer, Anythine  against
them  would be  met

they would bog before
they listen.”

Dr. Mahathir sald he
had been @ victim of
their boolng and had
teld  the students that
he was prepared to be
booed, but others might
not.

Dr. Mahathir said he
agreed  that  dialogues
wlth students were use-
ful but, lately, he felt
that they had no ef-
fects as the students
come with a closed mind.

The Bill, which was
passed, provides for
stringent .aeasures and
regulations for universi-
ty students aad  lee-
turers,

One amendm.nt  pro-
vides for the su:pension
of a student charged
with a criminal offence
and expulsion if he s
found guilty.

Lecture time

Dr. Mauhathir sald he
was prepared to  mecot
students in small groups
to explain why the
amendments were ne-
cessary.

“In fact, I have al-
ready met with a few
groups and hope that
dialcgues will strengthen
the student-government
relationship.”

Some  lecturers. Dr.
Mahathir said, had also
been involved in brain-
washing the students for
their sclfish ends.

“They used the lec-
ture time to indoctrinate
the students. One lec-
turer even went to the
extent of warning his
students that they would
fail if they did  not
answer  the exam ques-
tlons according to lhis
ideology.”

This  was  very un-
healthy and the Gov-

it, Dr. Mahathir added.
He said he had sus-
pended - lectures held
after dawn prayers {(su-
buh) after it was found
that they were used to
instigate the students
against certain  Muslim
personalities.

He said amcng the
lecturers detained under
the Internal

Securily |

Act, two were teaching :

religious studies.

The ministry, he add- ..
ed, would have to be .

careful, from

people were
teach
tion,

rellgicus

He gave an assurunce ..
would usc the [
power given 1o him  un- |

that he

now on, .
Lo ensure that the right .
chosen to -
educa-

der the Act judiciously. i
The Government, he said, 3
had considered  the -

amendments
before introducing them.

He would allow  stu-
dents to carry oul their
fund-raising activities,
{rom  tlme to time, |t
they were genuine cof-
forts to help others.

Dr. Mahathir said the
new powers  given  to
vice-chancellors to ap-
point deans would pre-
vent politicking  among
the academic staff  in
the campuses,

“The piresent clection
of deans by the academic
staff of the facultles
concerned is unhealthy.
The smear campaigns
have even come to the
?:.nowlcdgc of the pub-
ic.”

Ie sajd  the new law
would not cover students
in the Mara Institute of
Technoiozy or the
Ungku Umar Polylech-
nic in Ipoh,

However, there  were
other wuays to curb  any
undesirable activities b
these students, he s

ernment wanted to stop

carefully °
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