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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues.
+— The Education
Ministry 18 making a
careful and' thorough
study of the transport
problems faced hy stu-
dents in .the rural areas,
lducation Minister Dr.
Mahathir bin Mohamed,
said yesterday.

“The project to over:
come this problem is
nuite complex as it wil!
be carried out on a na-
tion-wide basis. That is
why we need to study all
the details first before
implementing it,” he
added.

The Ministry s pre-

. sently considering three

initiatives: to provide
students in  the rural
areas with school buses:
to house them in hosteis:
or to build new schools
in these rural areas.

“But we need time to
decide which step to im-
plement,”  Dr. Mahathir
said. T

The Ministry has also
to consider the maoney
involved and “how much
it is going to cost the
people who are paying
the taxes” when decid-
Ing on the step to take,
he added,

Te snid that an Inltial
plan was being mpade to
build hosteis for the stu-
dents in Pahang.

“This plan is now In
{ts trial period and if it
is successfui, we will in-
troduce it to the other
states  throughout the
country,” he added.

Dr. Mahathir said that
his Ministry was giving
Pahang first priority he-
cause the biggest tran-
sport problem faced by
students were feund
there.

“Sometimes school-
children of six to seven
vears-old have to travel
hy river to school. At
times, their parents have
to rent houses near the
school area to facilitate
travelllng, but this can
be very expensive, espe-
cially to the poor peo-
ple,” he said.

He added that since
Pahang was under-deve-
loped compared to the

- other states on the West

Coast, more attention
was focused on the State.
State.
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