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Ministry IS mjkin‘g 
careful and 
study of the 

thoroug: 
transpnrt 

problems faced hy stu- 
dents In the rural areas, 
I<dUCation Minister Dr. 
Mahnthir bin Mohnmed, 
said yesterday. 

“The project to ovrr2 
C”IllP this problem is 
quite complex as it wil! 
be carried out on a na- 
!.ion-wide basis. That 1s 
why we need to study all 
the details first before 
implementin;: it,” he 
;tddcd. 

The Ministry Is pre- 
wlitlv consldcring three 

( init,intives: to DrOVidt' 

.students 
1 

in the rural 
areas with school buses: 
to ho~r:;c them in hostt‘is: 
or to build nrw school.< 
in thesr rural areas. 

“But we need time to 
dccldr which step to im- 

l-he Ministry has also 
to consider the money 
involved and “how muclr 
it is going to cost the 
~vxlp!f! who are pnylng 
the taxes” when decid- 
IIlK 011 the StCD t0 t;lkf’. 
he- added. - 

IIr said that an Initial 
plan was being made to 
build hostels for the stu- 
dents in Pahang. 

“This plan is now In 
Its trial period and if it 
is sucCessfUi, we will in- 
troduce it. to the other 
states throughout the 
country ” he added. 

Dr. M’nhxthir said that 
his Ministry was glviri:: 
Pnhnng first prlorlty he- 
cnt~se the biggest trawl- 
sport problem faced by 
students were found 
there. 

“Sometimes s c h o ol- 
children of sjx to seven 
years-old have to travel 
hv river to school. At 
t<mes, their parents havr 
to rrnt houses near the 
school area to facilitate 
travelllng, but this can 
he very expensive. espe- 
cially to thr DOOr DeO- 

pie." he said. 
IIe added that since 

Pahan:: was’ under-deve- 
loped compared to the 
other states on the West 
Coast. more attention 
was focused on the State. 
State. 
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