
stcr ~ Dr. Mahathir__ said 
tcday it- was time tca- 
chcrs had a code of 
ethics. 

He said such a code 
wouid be a uniform 
guide and cover all 
teachers in Malaysia. 

Dr. Mahathir VZL‘S 
speaking at the Dcwan 
Tunku Abdul Rahman 
here to mark Teachers’ 
Day which is being cele- 
bratcd throughout Ma- 
laysia today. 

“I believe such a code 
will raise the image and 
status of teachers if it 
is followed with total 
r.a;;indess and honesty” 

Dr. hlahnthirc r added 

that the theme of this 
year’s cclebrations_The 
Teacher and Nation- 
Buiiding - was appro- 
p&ate and would clarify 

concept of nation- 
hulidlng among teachers. 

“Nation - building is 
very important because 
t&ough this process, 

Government in- 
tends to make this 
country a democratic 
advancing, prosperous, 
united and peaceful na- 
tion.” 

He said the Govern- 
ment would not run 
away from its responsi- 
bility of providing edu- 
cation for the people. 

“Education was sllo- 
cated $1,287 million or 
about 18.4 per cent of 

the year’s budget. This 
l$gus$ce of the budget 

facilitate our 
achievement of our de- 
velopment objectives. 

“In this matter, tea- 
chers have a very im- 
portant role to play as 
a large part of the Gov- 
ernment’s faith is placed 
upon them to prepare 
the foundations of edu- 
cation and skilled man- 
power for the future.” 

Dr. Mahathir urged 
“,~;;eers ;;;tyip tuem- 

modern 
education methods. 

Hc also said that 
teachers shouid work 
closely wit,h xn-ents. 

On conditions pertain- 
ing to the profession, 
Dr. Mahathir said the 

Education Ministry was 
examining closely the 
various claims of the 
teachers. 

“These demands are 
de i n g investigated 
thoroughlyS so that the 
resulting . implications 
would not oppose the 
principles of the tcach- 
ing service and give rise 
to more problems which 
would comijlicate the 
accomplishment of our 
educational needs.” 

th%* 
Mahathir hoped 
these demands 

would not lower the 
standard of the teach- 
ing service as it would 
affect the children and 
in the end hinder the 
deve!opment of tne 
country. 
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