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special drug. 1nvestiga.tion
“team nhas been set up by the
Education Ministry to ‘deal with
drug-taking- in - schools, “its |
'Minister { Dr. ' Mahathir Mo~
hamed sald™here today. .-\ .::
A1l heads of schools have
been Instructed to look out for
‘and to report immediately to
the Ministry if they  suspect
pupils are, taking drugs in their
schools.
©  Dr. Mahathir said the tea.m,-
.which would be based:in Kuala

“medical : personnel
. ‘._infox'm ‘us of the cases. It is. up
“to’ the -

~conjunction
~and Welfare Services Ministries,
. will- train ‘more. personnel for
the team,” he added. o

Lumpur, will act in a moment’s
notice. It will comprise medical
and other stail trained in drug
detection and treatment. - .
- “School’ heads being non-
can . only

‘special investigation
team to decide on the measures
to take,” he said.: = - i
" “The Education Mimstry, mt
with the Health

i Dr. ‘Mahathir sald it.
was nhot possible to spare:;.
“too many doctors just to
. be on standby to investi-
:gate drug problems. He.
ladded ~‘that heads of
-schools ‘have bsen told .
how to detect the symp-
toms among drug-taking
pupils. =
Immediate action
. Under this new pro-
gramune, oh receipt of a
notice from 3 school,
the Ministry will send
the team to that school |
at once to conduct in- . |
vesigations. If it is con- |
firmed. . that ‘the pupils
are  taking /' drugs. the:’
team will -decide on the
aDqupriate actlon 1o be
taken, . .« -
« Last' - week, Welfare ;
ervices Minister, Puan
ajjah ‘ Aishah Ghant
ald  that 'the Ministries
f Health, Education-and ~
elfare Services'  would
ol- ' their . efforts 'to
‘fombat: drug abuse. par- .
‘fticularly .among- school-‘
hudren
''She sald it was ‘only
1throuxh ‘education, me-
.dicine and rehabilitation
“that drug malpractlces
‘could be:contained.”

,. The ‘Welfare .Services
“Ministry. has" sent. some
| officlals abroad * for |
special training in drug
‘rehabilitat,ion she added.
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