
tion Minister Dr.’ 
$lahathir Mohamed 
hti-ctlIltid- --oli-the 

.masss media to use, 
~Constructivcly and 

for the .gwod of the 
co~antry, their “tre- 
mendous power” in 
i n f 1 u e n cing and 
shaping p u b 1 i c 
opinion. 

“It is important that 
those who wield this po- 
wcr of mass communica- 
tlon appreciate this (its 
effectiveness) ” he said 
when opcnin$ a two-day 
seminar on New Con- 
cepts in Communication 
Dcvclopment organised 
by the Mara Instit.ute of 
Technology. 

Dr. Mahnthir also cri- 
t;cised the mass rcedia 
for occasional errors ic 
reporting, and for not 
!xlng able to accept cri- 
ticism 

Turning to the snti- 
drug-campaign in the 
country, he said he was 
happy the mass media 
had made peogle more 
conscious of the problem 
~bu;~porting~~ on dxg 

cases and 3150 

commenting editorially 

on steps to be taken to 
solve tl-.e prob!ems. 

“Iiowcver. the media 
1hcmsclve.z have ;iot been 
as effective as they cou!d 
be iz tile counter-offcn- 
siv6 c,:l drugs. There is no 

planned or concerted ef- 
fort” he said 

Hh hoped tl;osc attcnd- 
jng the seminar would 
learn more aboct the PC;- 
wcr of the mass media 
and ham& it as a “po- 
tent weapon. 

New Straits Times as- 
sistant group editor Dr. 
Noordiri Scpiee. !n a pn- 
?er *oil Mass Media Pro- 
fessionalism in Malay- 
sia. called for more in- 
depth reporting and 
ail3ljrSiS r zther than su- 
perficial treatment of 
stories and events. 

“There should be more 
lively wrIti:&’ and the 
mass media should also 
str!ve to do more inves- 
tigative, assertive and 
commex:tative journnl- 
Ism. 

I-Is Said that through 
such reports the mass 
media could contribute 
towards the p011t1c31. 
economic, social and 
psychologlcai develop- 
ment of the country. 

~ Training 
It should also aim at 

improving the techniqu- 
es, efficiency. effective- 
ness and the quaiity of 
lI~forr:llilg, educating. 
entertsinlnc and in- 
fluencing public and pri- 
vate sector pol:cy, he 
said. 

I’Much of the hope in 
improving Malaysian 
journslsm lies in traln- 
ing - beiorc a person 
bccones a journalist. 
after he is rCcrulted, and 
contixuously after that” 
‘Dr. Noxdin said. 
* LQzout 50 participants 1 

from Covernmcct de- / 
parlmcnts and privat,e 
pub:!c relations organi- 

I ;.a”ons attending 
1 thy two-d?; seminar. 1 
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