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| KUALA LUMPUR,

Tues. — Educa-
tion  Minister Dr.
Mahathir Mohamed

has cualled “on  the
~nass media to use,
Seonstructively  and
for the -good of the
country, their *“tre-
mendous power” in
influencing and
shaping public
opinion.

“It is important that
those who wield this po-
wer of mass communica-
tion appreciate this (its
effectiveness),” he said,
when opening a two-day
seminar on  New Con-
cepts in Communication
Development  organised
by the Mara Institute of
Technology.
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Dr. Mabathir also cri-
ticised the mass media
for occaslonal errors in
reporting, and  for not
heing able to accept cri-
ticism, )

Turning to the anti-
drug-campaign in the
country, he said he was

happy the mass media
had made people more

conscious off the problem

by 1eporting on doug
abuse cases and also
commenting  editorially

on steps to be taken to
solve the problems,

“However, the media
themselves have ot been
as effective as they could
be in the counter-offen-
sive ¢n drugs. There is no
planned or concerted ef-
fort,” he said.

He hoped those attend-
ing the seminar would
learn more about the po-
wer of the mass media
and handle it as a "“po-
tent weapon.:
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New Straits Times as-
sistant group editor Dr.
Woordin Scpiee, in a pa-
per -onn Mass Medla Pro-
fessionalism in Malay-
sia, called for more in-
4 depth  reporting and
analysis rather than su-
perficial treatment of
stories and events,

“There should be more
lively writing” and the
mass media should also
strive to do more inves-

tigative, assertive and
commentative  journal-
Ism.

ITe sald that through
such reports the mass
media could contribute
towards the political,
economle, soclal and
psycholagical develop-
wment of the country.

Training

improving the techniqu-
€s, efficiency, effective-
ness and the quality of
Inforniine, educating,
entertaining and in-
fluencing public and pri-
vate sector policy, he
said,

“Much of the hope in
improving Malaysian
journalsm lies in train-
Ing — before a person
becomes . a journalist,
after he is récruited, and

continuously after that” |

"Iy, Noordin sald.
About 50 participants

froom CGovernment de-
partments and private

public relations organi-
| satlons are attending
{ the two-day seminar.

It should also alm at-
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