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/-‘MAHATYLR MOHAMED SAID TONfGHT AN ACADEMIC DEGREE ALONE Is N6-+ __. --.-. 

THE F.I-NAL WORD ON JUDGING THE COMPETEQCY OF ANY INDIVIDUAL. 
.FORMAL SCHOOL1 NG AQD A UNiVERSlN DEGREE WERE ONLY, PART 

OF THE TOTAL CRlTERfA FOR MEASURING THE ABILITY OF A PERSON, 
+A DEGREE IS NO QUARANTEE OF SUCCESS.4 
4WE CAN ONLY SAY THAT A DEGREE HOLDER MI-GHT HAVE BETTER CHANCES 

OF SUCCESS THAN SOMEONE b\1ITH NO DEGREE,4 HE ADDED IN A TALK 
SHOW OVER TEILEV1SION MALAY‘SIA. 

THE TALK WAS ENTITLED +-EDUCATION AND THE INDIVIDUAL+. 
THE MINISTER SAID PAST EXPERIENCE WAD’SHOWRI THAT SOCIETY GENERALL’ 

REGARDED FORMAL EDUCATlOiV AS A STATUS SYMBOL AQD PLACED TOO MUCH 
bE tGH7 ON DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES. 

THIS HAD REARED THE Kl ND OF THINK I NG THAT REGARDLESS OF HIS 
CAPABILI TY, THE PUPIL MUST COMPLETE FORMAL SCHOOL1 NG.--BERNAMA 
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DR, MAHATHIR ALSO REFERRED TO THE OBJECTlVES OF EDUCATION 
AND 1MPLEMEQTATYON OF- THE SYSTEPI ‘OF EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS, 

HE SAID IF SOCIETY ACCEPTED THE NOTION THAT FORMAL EDUCATION 
WAS NOT THE END-ALL FOR ANY PERSON, THEN THE FAILURE OF ANY 
tNDLVtDUAL TO COMPLETE HIS EDUCATION AT ANY LEVEL WOULD NOT 
‘dE SO BITTER. 

+THESE PEQPLE CAN ALWAYS CONTI NUE WITH THEIR EDUCATION THROUGH 
THE NORMAL EXPERIENCES OF EVERY-DAY LOVING, FOR EXAMPLE, TI-IE 
SON OF A BUSI QESSMAN COlJLr;i ALWAYS WORK I N THE BUSiMESS AND LEARN 
SOME TY I QG NE 1”1,4 HE ADDED. _; 

DR.. MAHATHIR SAID: +WH&T WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER ;S THAT AN 
I NDUSTR li OUS AND DETERM I QEI/ PERSON CAN ACH I EVE SUCCESS 
WITHOUT HAV I QG TO UNDERGO, FORI”IAL EDUCATDON. 

4NOT EVERYOQE WHO HAVEbUCCEEDED IN THE. k!ORLD PASSED OUT FROM 
UNIVERSITIES. THERE ARE M/NY SUCCESSF’ISL PEOPLE ‘&fO HAVE NEVER i 
!iAD FORMAL SCHOOL I QG, REYOf\D THE BAS tC \. LEVEL.+--BERNAMA 17k2/BY 
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