
I. WI LL - DO’., 
I WON’T HESITATE 

’ TO SPEAK OUT: 
B NEW DEPUTY P.M. 

IT’S a surprise. 
Datuk Hussein did 
not even give me 
an indication that 
I ,may be the new , 
Deputy Prime 
Minister . . . . 
Whatever my 
duties, I will 
perform to the best 
Of my ability. . . 
I will assist the 
Prime Minister 
in the best way 
T --._ -.~~- 

I%% left Mokzani, Mukbria, Dr. Hasmah, Ayestl:r 
and MJrzan (foreground). 

I- By MILLICENT DANKER: 
Segamqt, Saturday ” 

yesterday. 
He did not have a clue 

until Datuk Hussein 
1 Onn’s axinouncement that 
1 he would be the new De- 

puty Prime Minister. 
“It’s a surprise. Dntuk 

Hussein did not even give 
mc an indication that I 
may be the new Deputy 
Prime Minister,” Dr.’ Ma- 
hathir said here last night. 

HEAVY BURDEN 

He snld: “Datuk Hussein 
called Enclk Ghafar Baba, 
Tengku Tan Sri Razalcigh Ham- 
zah and me (all three Umna 
vice-presldcnts) recently. but he 
only asked us our views on a 
Cabinet reshuffle.” 

The Prime Mlnlster did not 
tell them. anythinK else. he said. 

Dr. Mahathlr accepts his new 
duties as “one of the responsl- 

~----- 

Jllltles of ofice.” 
He pledged to do his “level 

best” in fullllllna his new duties 
although this could mean “a 
heavy burden.” 

“Whatever duties are given to 
me. I will perform to the best of 
my abllity. 

“I da not suite know what 1s 
fully required of me, but I .will 
assist the Prime Minister in the 
best way I can.” he said. 

He said he had no specific 
Programme in mind relating to 
the affairs of the country. “It 
is much too early to speak of 
anything definite at this stage. 

“But I have my own opinions 
and ldeas for the good of the 
country. I wlll not hesitate to 
express my opinions.‘* 

He said the problems of cdu- 
cation would continue to be 
amongst the uppermost things 
in his mind and he considered 
the Education portfolio, which 
he IS retaining an important 
one. 

On the Cabinet reshuffle, Dr. 
Mahathir said Enclk ehafar 
Baba had for ‘a very long time 
wanted to resign. In fact, he 

lad asked the late Tun Abdul 
dazak that he be exempted from 
contesting the 19’74 election. 

He wanted a rest. He would 
continue to serve the people 
although no longer in the Cabl- 
net, Dr. Mahathir said. 

On Tengku Razaleigh’s ap- 
pointment as Finance Minister, 
he said it would have been so 
had Tun Razak been alive. 

. 

NO RIFT CAUSED 

He said that his appointment 
as Deputy Prime Minister had 
not caused any rift in Umno. 

Dr. Mahathir, here on a two- 
day visit, returns to guala Lum- 
Pur on Sunday. 

Meanwhlle, women in Kuala 
Lampur praised Datuk Husseln 
for appointing a woman as 
parliamentary secretary. 

Datuk Husselnlnhad 
positive 

taken. a 

Senator R%%& Azlz; they said 
appointing 

*_-..---- -. 
The ap i ipointment also reflected 

h the, Prime Minister had the fait... _.._ _ -____ I 
in women, they added. I 
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