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KUALA LUMPUR Fri.
—  Deputy

LPr mﬁ
Ministex _Dr._ Mahath
Mohamed wants young

“Malays—to-take a posi-

tive step In politics to
help safeguard and up-
hold the country’s inde-
pendencc.

“They should also
have an appreciation to-
wards the country's in-
dependence because in-
dependence  will not
last without apprecia-
tion,” he added during
a question - and - answer
session with journalists
on TV Malaysia's *“30
Minutes” programme on
Wednesday night.

Utusan Melayu journa-
list A. R. Kamaluddin
asked Dr. Mahathir whe-
ther 1t was true that
Umno was now weak and
how its strength should
be maintained.

Dr. Mahathir replied:
“Umno does not belong
to its leaders. It belongs
to the people. What we
sece nowadays Is that our
young do not have a
similar to
that of their parents
and people of the older
generation.

“They were brought up
after Iindependence, so
they would never reallse
how difficult and bitter
it was to llve under colo-
nialist rule. They, there-
fore, cannot compare
the periods before and
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after the independence.

“The older generation,

on the other hand, can
compare the period
now with that of the
bitter experiences when
llving under a colonial
master. The young ones
cannot appreciate what
independence fs.

“I would therefore like
to remind the young to
take a positive step in
poiltics, to appreciate the
country’s independence
and safeguard and main-
tain the independence.
Otherwise, this country
will one day fall into
somebody’s hand.”

Economic policy

Encik Kamaluddin had
earlier asked -Dr. Maha-
thir whether it was true
that the New Economic
Policy had led to the
poor becoming poorer
and the rich richer, and
whether Dr. Mahathir as
the new Deputy Prime
Minister would look into
this or suggest that the
policy be reviewed.

Dr. Mahathir: “I would
like to correct this gene-
ral publlic view that the
New Economic Policy has
led the poor to become
poorer and the rich
riche..

“Let me ask here whe-
ther the one who became
rich was once a poor
man or whether he be-

eame richer because he
was already a rich man
before the Iimplementa-
tion of the policy.

“The New Economic
Policy is aimed at heip-
ing the bumiputras to
correct - their economic
imbalance and if the
rich become richer we !
can say that the rich are
also enjoying the New
Economic Policy. |

“For example, if a man
is rich, it will be easy
for him to obtaln help |
from banks “and other
sources. We in the free
enterprise system cannot
blame him for becom-
ing richer because it will
contradict the system.

“However, the poor,
too, "have their oppor-
tunities to become rich
if" they are prepared and
willlng to equip them-
selves to venture .into
business,

“I do not deny that

the rich may become
richer while the poor
poorer, but I am certain
that this will not be a
result of the New Eco-
nomic Policy.”

Mr. Wee Chin Yuen,
of Sin Chew, asked the
Deputy Prime Minister
about: his book, The
Malay Dilemma, which
exposed the problems
and difficuities of the

that we found it d]f-
fleult before to see Ma- :
lays carrylng out busi-
ness in Kuala Lumpur. |
We can now find them |
doing business at ‘the
various complexes here.
“However, I also beli-
eve that it is difficuit
for the Government and
the Malays to determine
their success within this
short period. It is due
to this that the Govern-
ment set a target and
we have 10 work towards °
this target.” i
To another question !
by Encik Kamaluddin :
that a leading local eco- |
nomist had commented
that it would be impos- :
sible for the Govern-
ment to achleve its 30
per cent target for Ma-
lay participation in busi-
ness, Dr. Mahathir said:

+'Economic  problems
are difficult to deter- -
mine. Ecoromists will "’

always glve thelr predl
tion -or forecast. it l
is due to this uncertaln— |
ty that the Government
has to fix a target. of
achievement. and we
have to work towards it.”

Encik Samani Amin,
assistant editor of Beri-

[
|
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ta Harlan, asked Dr.
Mahathir whether he !
would write another

book - either before or
after Malay Dilemma is

i allowed to be sold to

the public. Also, did Dr.
Mahathir have new ideas
to intensify the partici-
pation of Malays In
trade and industry?

Dr. Mahathir: “Whe-
ther the ban on my book
will be lifted or not is
not a problem, because
most of my Ildeas In
Malay Dilemma have
been adopted by the Go-
vernment in its  New
Economic Policy.

“But I belleve that the
Government will not
practise nationalisation
in this country because
it will not help the Gov-
ernment achieve the 30
per cent target for bumi-
putras in economic acti-
vities by 1990.

“Instead, the Govern-
ment has set up several

Petronas
Malays achieve the set

target.

agencles like Pernas and |
to help the':



% See Page Five
‘ Malays and.whether Dr.

Mahathir, after being
appointed the second
strongest man in the

new Cabinet  would find
that the New Economic
Policy had been sufilci-
ent to overcome the
problems of the Malays.
If not Mr. Wee asked,
would Dr. Mahathir and
the new Cablinet re-
consider the policy.

Dr. Mahathir; “It is
true that the book has
been banned since 1969.
Most people believe that
the book Is confined to
the problem of

the :

Malays. But {t should be :

noted that I also analys-
ed the economic pro-
blems faced hy other
communities,

Target

“1 also analysed thelr
weakness, the hindrances

towards progress and
sugglested several re-
medies. I found that

some suggestions that I
made have already been
adopted by the Govern-
ment. And I am satisfi-
ed with this.

“This 1s clearly indi-
cated in the Govern-
ment’s New Econamlc
Policy where there is
stress on correcting the
economic imbalances
of the races, especially
the Malays.

“Another example

is

“N a tionalisation of
foreign industries and
properties will not be ac-
cepted by the Govern-
ment because it will not
be beneficial to do so0.”

MIT

Dr. Mahathir, who is
also the Education Mi-
nister, sald the situation
at the Marz Institute of
Technology had return-
ed to normal. The pro-

.blem was settled within

hours.

He also spoke of be-

“ing labelled as an“ultra-

nationallst” by his “po-
litical foes” and said he
would clean his image.

On the Cabinet re-
shuftfle, he said 1t had
helped to end specula-
tion since ¢lie death of
Tun Abdul Razak.

“I do not know how
the people wiil respond to
the new line-up hut it is
certain that i woeuld end
the speculation wbich if
prolonged mizht lead to
an unhealthy climate.”

He sald it was up to
the people to judge
whether he was capable
of carrying out his du-
ties,
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