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13-i. -Deputy 
/ I’ r i m e Mink&r 

and Education Mi- 
nister ‘Dr. Maha- 
,thir Mok-tied hz~s 
expressed concerin 
over a Malaysian 
brain drain to 
Australia. 

About 70 per cent of 
the private students 
who went to Rustra- 
lia lor further stu- 
dies did not come 
back. 

At the moment Australia 
OlllY accepted those 
highly qualified and 
profcssionai people as 
settlers but not un- 
skilled pcoplct, he told 
rc‘porters at his oflice 
after meeting the out- 
going Australian High 
Commissioner Mr. AX. 
Parsons yesterday. 

If they were willing to 
take the skilled and 
professional p e 0 p I e, 
they should also take 
the unskilled, he said. 

“On the other hand we 
would like these people 
to come back but we 
cannot guarantee them 
jobs in Government 
service.” he said. 

We cannot force them 
to come back for there 
would be other pro- 
blems if we cannot pro- 
vide them with suitable 
jobs here.” Dr. Maha- 
thir added. 

Llut, he said, the private 

sector in this country 
could offer numerous 
employment opportuni- 
ties fqr professional 
~eoplc: and they had 
only to come back ‘here 

to know what the op- 
portunities were. 

Ie said even those train- 
ed locally were not gua- 
ranteed jobs in the Go- 
vernment service. 
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Ir. Mahathir said the Go- 

vernment has increased 
the allowancrs for its 
scholarship holders in 
IIritain by about eight 
pounds ,.per month to 
compensate increases in 
tutorial fees and cost of 
living there. 

We Government was al- 

ways reviewing the 
allowances for its s&o- ’ 
larsbip holders overseas / 
in line with their cost ’ 
oP living, he said. 

Ie said the cost of living- 
in Britain had incrca- 
scd by about 17 to 22 
per cent over the past 
few years and it was 
appropriate for the Go- 
vernment tQ adjust the 
allowance of its ‘scho- 
lars there. 

3r. Mahathir also said 
that Malaysia was seek- 
ing ways to improve the 
present unfavourablu 
trade relations with 
Australia, 

At the moment the ba- 
lance of trade was in 
Australia’s favour in 
the ratio of three to 
one. he said. 
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