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l%es Act. 

“The importance nf I “The importance nf I 
such laws was demon- such laws was demon- 
strated recently when 20 strated recently when 20 
students, students, who were not who were not 
readmitted due to readmitted due to un- un- 
healthy activities, healthy activities, gate gate 
crashed into the MIT crashed into the MIT 
campus at night. campus at night. 

“They broke into the “They broke into the 
office and burned impor- office and burned impor- 
tant documents. For se- tant documents. For se- 
veral hours they created veral hours they created 
havoc and denied peace havoc and denied peace 
to students who wanted to students who wanted 
to eo about with their to eo about with their 
work.” work.” 

Dr. Mahathir said be- Dr. Mahathir said be- 
cause of this wild bcha- cause of this wild bcha- 
viour it was viour it was necessary necessary 
to have an Act govern- to have an Act govern- 
ing student discipline in ing student discipline in 
such institutions as ,+-he such institutions as ,+-he 
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puty Prime Minister 
and Education Minis- 
ter (Dr...Mahathir Mo- 

‘1 han%d said today 
’ ‘that- opening the 

door of the Mars In- 
stitute of Technology 
lo non-bmniputras 
would only worsen 
the existing educa- 
tional Inlbalance bet- 
ween the butniputras 
and non-bumiputras. 

The Government, thcre- 
fore, had no plans to 
take in students from 
other racb into the MIT. 

Dr. Mahathir was re- 
plying to points raised 
during the debate 0x1 the 
Mara Institute of Tcch- 
nology Bill, 1976 which 
he introduced in the De- 
wan Rakyat yestern:;:; 
The Bill seeks to’ 
the MIT as pi statu;:;! 
body under the 7 
tion Ministry. TENGKU NOOR ASIA15 ’ 

‘IT WILL WIDEN 
THE EXISTING 
EDUCATIONAL 
GAP BETWEEN THEM' 

be appointed from Sabah 
and Sarawak to sit on 
the MIT Council. 

Encik Latin Dris (NF- 
Mukah) supported the 
Government action on 
students who caused 
trouble in the MIT. 
He hoped the Sarawak 
branch of the MIT would 
be expanded so that 
more rural youths could 
be trained. 

Mr. Lim Kian IIoon 
NV-Pndanr: Serai baid 
plenty 
rCqUired 

of patience was 
in the’ educa- 

tion process. 
Encik Shamsuri Moha- 

med Salch (NT-Bali k 
Pulau) urncd treater 
support for the Govern- 

ing in campuses located 
in the rural areas. 

Edk &shim Ghzali 
WF-Matang) also called 
on the Government to 
set up ‘more MIT branch- 
es in the various states. 
He also suggested that 
freshles be admitted to 
the State campuses. 

The House later pass- 
ed the Educational Ins- 
titutions (Discipline) I3111 

i which seeks to make 
provisions relating to 
disclPllne in educational 
Institutions other than 
untverslties. 

The provisions are ap- 
nlicable to the MZT at 
Shah Alam and. Petallng 
Jaya ar:d its branches in 
Perlis, Trengganu, Babah 
and Sarawak. 

The proposed law em- 
nowers the Education 
*Minister to bring other 
institutions of learning 
within the amblt of the 
proposed law. 

Introducing the Btll. 
Dr. Makathir said ideal 
academic atmosphere 
was not only absent in 

Ml’1 Ml’1 
“tiith this Act, peace “tiith this Act, peace 

in MIT will be maln- in MIT will be maln- 
tained.....,by laws that is tained.....,by laws that is 
not not easily broken by easily broken by 
anybody,” he added. anybody,” he added. 

Raja Raja Nasron Nasron Ishak Ishak 
(NF-Kuala (NF-Kuala Selangor) Selangor) 
called for greater use of called for greater use of 
religion to instll disclp- religion to instll dlsclp- 
line among students. He line among students. He 
urged the authorities to urged the authorities to 
solve solve problems as they aroblems as they 
arose and not to wait arose and not to wait 
for something drastic to for something drastic to 
happen before taking happen before taking 
action. 

Raja Nasron said pri- 
vate institutlons of lenrn- 
lng such as the Goon 
Institution and the CY- 
MA College should be 
brought within the am- 
bit of the proposed law. 

Privileges 
Mr. S. Samy Vellu 

(NF-Sungei Siput) said 
the students should be 
better disciplined 
they are the leaders $ 
tomorrow. They should 
not use their prlvlleges 
to SOW discord, he added. 
(~?$?$pat~oo.&ldA%~ - ’ 
MIT ad m i n i s tration 



like blood 
In explaining why non- 

bumiputras coula not be 
acccptcd into the MIT, 
he equated the situation 
to the differing pressures 
exerted in the arteries 
and veins of the human 
body. 

it would not help in the 
education of youths. 
Laws would not wipe out 
student unrest complcte- 
ly, but it would at least 
reduce 1:s incidence. 

In the same way as 
blood from high pressure 
arteries would flow into 
low pressure veins, non- 
bumiputra students from ~ 
high pressure areas as the 
Tunku Abdul Rahman 
College would flood a low 
pressure arca like the 

On the need for the 
ZOO-odd students who 
were required to be rein- 
terviewed orior to re-ad- 
mission. he said this was 
to give them the onpor- 
tunity to clear them- 
selves from any real in- 
volvement in the recent 
demonstration, 

MIT __- -. 
Since the TAR College 

was a high pressure area, 
bumiputra students 
could not gain entry be- 
CCIUSC of tllC “low pres- 
sure” exerted by them. 

He added that while 
the majority of the stu- 
dents did not wish to be 
interrupted the Govern- 
merit could not allow the 
miaorlty of hardcore 
students to cause trouble. 

Dr. Mahathir also apo- 
logised for saying yester- 
day that the MIT achi- 
eved only 10 per cent 
success. 

He said what, he really 
meant was 10 per cent 
SUCCESS was attained only 
in certain courses and 
not in all courses. 

If  the “high pressure” 
non-bumiputra students 
V,‘(‘i-(’ allowed ln!o tbc 
WI;. they would make it 
difficult IOT bumlputras 
~tl:dcnts to comnetc on 
a fair basis. 

He expressed the hope 
’ that Dr. Mahathir and 

MIT Director Dntuk Lok- 
man Muss would be able 
to justify the trust 
placed in their hands 

., by the people and fulfil 
the hopes of the people 
with regards to the MlT. 

Encik Zakaria Iiaji Ab- !  dent 
do1 Rahrnan (NV-Besut) registration ana 
called for more MIT ofhcials on duty were 
branches to be set up in threatened. Lecturez 
the rural areas. including could not be held. 

Because of this the 
MIT could not be re. 
opened last January, 111 

On a call for the MIT Besut. 
However. he said the to be named after the iIe said the MIT shouId 

C;overnment was aware late Tun Abdul Razak, 
of the benefits of mixing he 

also conduct courses on 
said the suggestion 

students of all races ln would be Col$F+red bY a 
book-keeping and ma- 

any institution of learn- committee . , 
nagement for LCE and 

u,.?~ MCE students 

merit’s action on the 
MIT. He added that the 
people did not want 
trouble makers in the 
country. 

He said trouble makers, 
must be weeded out and 
that regulations in the 
MIT should be tightened 

and strictly enforced. 
The passinu of the Bill 

would revive parents’ 
confidence in the MIT 
and prevent it from be- 
lng used by any particu- 
lar 
ends. 

group for lts own 

Other courses 

institutions that were 
not within the Universi- 
ty and Unlversity COL- 
legcs Act but in fact it 
was also worse. 

Durir$$e whole of 
the r academic 
year, for example, MIT 
was turned into an 
arena that was full of 
conflicts, he added. The 
students held all sorts 
of activities, made it 
impossible for the exis- 
tence of ideal academic 
atmosphere and made 
the learning process al- 
most, impossible. 

Mahathlr said : 
“The climax of these ac- 
tivities by a few MIT 
students was their ob- 
struction of the officials 
from going about their 
(officials’) tasks. 

Hith threats 
“They obstructed the 

smooth process of stul 

in?l~e natlonal schools 1 
served thls gurpose. It 
was hcrc that students 
of all races could mix 
freely and be taught In 

one medium of Instruc- 
tion. 

On student unrest, Dr. 
Mahn!hlr said although 
he could not deny that 
.sucli unrest was “here 
to stay,” steps had to be 
taken to control it. 

Stew need to be taken 
to prevent the unrest 3s 

.---- ,.-- 
studying suggestions for ; 
places be named after , 

He disagreeh with Mr. 

the Tun. 
Lim Kit Siang tDAP-Kota 

1, Melaka) who said yester- 
I/ day that students wcrc 

that the 1s 
would not DC xl: 
places that WC ____--I -. 

ite Tun’s name Encik 
sed for 

Zakaria said 
student leaders had dis- 

!re not ap- cussed current lssucs 
Earlier. during the de- 

bate on the Bill, Mr. Ed- 
win Tanskun (Snap-Ba- 
tang LuPar) said that at 
least one member should 

fre$yi;ith him. , 
1 I Shaari Jusoh 

(NF-Kangar) said better 
discipline could be main- 
tained among MIT stu- 
dents if they were study: 

r-dded. 
“Even today there arc 

J n h e a 1 t h v  activitie! 
unong a few student; 
aho have been readmit 
ted even though the: 
have given an under 
taking during the inter 
views.” 

Dr. Mahathir said th 
students unrest happen 
cd because of the lack a 
Arm laws and regula- 
tions to govern student 
dlscipllne. The MIT ad- 
ministrators could not 
function effectively be- 
cause they were not aid- 
ed by such laws as the 
Universities and COl- 
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should be improved 
otherwise the proposed 
law would not serve ally 
purpose. 

She noted that one 
provision of the Bill for- 
bade drinking and drug 
taking among students. 
9he wanted to know why 
rmoking was not banned 
3s well. 

Encik S haari Jusoh 
(NF-Kangar) said dis- 
zIpline was vital in edu- 
zational institutions for 
the sake of the students 
themselves. 

He also said the full 
facts must always be 
presented to the public 
by the authorities over 
any incident or action as 
in the case of the MIT 
issue. 

Dr. Mahathir, replying., 
said the Education 
Ministry should not be 
considered as an assem- 
bly line which would pro- 
d&X identlcnl people 
with identical thinking 
and characteristic. 

I 
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Be also said that the 
Bill was being introduc- 
ed to ens’lre that the 
student unrest would not 
increase. 

The house will resume 
tomorrow. 
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