
KUALA LUMPUR, 3UNE 16 l(BERNAMA) -- DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
\Q_R,_.MAHATHI R MOHAMED SPOKE TODAY OF THE, NEED TO PAY FULL ATfENT- 

ION TO FERTILITY PLAkNlNG FROM NOW AS A STEP” TO ERADICATE EACK- 
WARDNESS AND POVERTY. 

FAILURE TO DO THIS WOULD RUIN THE COUNTRY WHICH WAS IN THE 
PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT, HE SAID IN A .SPEECH AT THE LAUNCH I NG 
A SEMINAR ORGANiSED HY THE NATiONAL FAMILY PLANNING hOARD HERE. 

THE SPEECH WAS READ PY THE MlNlSTER IN THE PRIME MlNISTER’S * 
DEPARTMENT TAN SRI CHONG HON NYAN,’ WHO REPRESENTED DR. MPHATHIR. 

DR. MAkATHIR SAID THERE HAD NOT I?EEN ANY PROGRAMME SO FAR 
DEALING WITH FERTILITY PLANNING. 

THIS WAS INSP ITE OF SCHEtiES IN THE PAST WHERE PROGRAMMES 
HAD EEEN PREPARED TO IMPROVE THE PEOPLE’S STANDARD OF LIVING, 

HE SAID FERTlLlTY PLANNING WAS THE FOUNDATION FOR A HEALTHY, 
AND ACTIVE FAMILY IN MODERN MALAYSIAN SOCIETY. -- EERNAMA MOPE 
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DR. MAHATHIR SAID THE FERTfLlTY OF A:$! INDlVlDUAL WAS 
THE FERTILITY OF THE SOClETY AND NATION. 

AS SUCH, THE NATlON MUST ADVISE T:tE 1NDlVl3UAL ON FERTILITY 
MATTERS. 

HE SAID THAT FERTlLlTY PLANNING h’AS MC-~ THE SOLE RESF’hSii:!- 
LITY OF THE GOVERNMENT t’:UT ALL THE PEOPLE, 

DR. MAHATHIR SAID THE FR0i3LEMS ARISING AS A CO~SEQUEMCE 
OF EIRTHS NOW WOULD ONLY PE FELT 15 OR $?u YEARS ,HENCE. 

IT WOULD TI’EN FE TOO LATE TO ACT WHE.N THESE CHILDREN HAD 
ALREPDY ENTERED THE LAFOUR PJ~ARKET, 

HE CALLED ON FLAT DWELLERS AND SQUATTERS- TO PAY ATTENT- 
ION TO THE QUESTION OF FERTILITY~ PLANNING. 

THIS WAS tMPORTAMT F;ECA’USE THE.FERTlLlTY dF A FAMILY MUST ’ 
FE PROGRIrMMED : IN ACCORDANCF ~!dI.TY THE FFJV! PCINMFNT, -.w 
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HE SAID THE P PROBLEM WHICH HAD ARISEN FROM UNCHECKED 
FERTILITY DURING THE PAST 20 YEARS WAS THE NEED+TO PROVIDE &II%3 
TO THE YOUTHS WHO WERE FL00DlNG THE EMPLOYMENT MARKET, 

THE COUNTRY HAD TRIED TO PROV1DE VARIOUS TYPES OF dOBS BUT 
SUCH EFFORTS \II”ERE FAR FROM ITS TARGET ALTHOUGH THE R-ATE OF 
UNEMPLOYMENT DROPPED FROM 7.4 PER CENT IN 1970 TO SEVEN PER CENT 
LAST YEAR, 

HE SAID THAT ST.ATISTlCS SHOWED THAT YHi NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED 
REACHED 3rx.y ~60 IN 1975 EXCLUDING THOSE IN KAMPUNGS, 

THE DEPfITY PRIME MIhSTER SPOKE OF THE POSSlBlLiT~ .OF COMbtiJ- ” 
Nl ST ELEMENTS TRYI NG TO CONFUSE THE PEOPLE ON THE GOVERNMENT’S 
POLiCY ON FERTILITY PLANNING. 

AS SUCH IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT THE ‘PEOPLE UNDERSTOOD THE 
POLICY TO AtO\ D BEI NG MADE USE OF BY SUCH ELEMENTS, 

HE tiOPED THAT THE SEMINAR WOULD MAKE PROPOSALS WHl (3-i COULD 
BE CARRIED OUT BY THE VARIOUS GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, -- B&RNAMA 
MORE 13?3/ZCM 
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EARL I ER THE CHAI RMAN OF THE NATIONAL FAMILY PLANNl NG 
BOARD TAN &RI JAMIL’ RAIS, SAID THE BOARD WAS DOING ITS UTMOST 
TO REhJCE THE RATE OF POf’ULATlON GROWTH TO TWO PER CENT 
ii 1985, 

HE SAID IF THE BOARD FAILED TO MEET THE TARGET, THEN,THE 
f%;[\;EHAD ALSO TO SHARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ‘BOARD S 

b/HA? WAS MORE IMPORTANT NOW WAS TO CREATE AWARENESS AMONG THE 
PEOPLE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF FAM1L.Y PLANN IN6 TO CREATE A 
NEW AND CAPABLE GENERATION, -- BERNAMA QZIB/ZCM \ 
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