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nt must channel 
all its resources to fight the 
communist terrorists to ensure 

ihe quickest possible victory 
against them, Deputy Prime Mini- 
ster(Dr. Mahathir Mohamed said today, --~~---- ---- -._._.__ 

In doing so, the people’s needs would 
have to take a lower priority, he added. 
He was speaking at the joint opening of, 
tha Umno Youth and Umno Wanita 
annual assemblies at the Dewan Bahasa 
dan Pustaka. 

._-_ to sacrifice their less im- . 
nortant needs. 

~ be Popular in leading the 
way to disaster. 
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would mean that the 
Government would be i He said the latter type 
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that much faster. / when the country is 
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Dr. Mahathir, who is Umno vice-presi- 
dent, said Umno leaders were prepared to 
sacrifice popularity in saving Ma.laysia 
from falling into the hands of the commu- 
nists. 

The people, he added, had since independence 
enjoyed the beneflts of the various development 
efforts. 

“They are provided with not only the important 
facilities such as schools and clinics. but also com- 
munlty halls which ultimately are used as goat- 
sheds or allowed to become dilapidated and used 
for purposes other than what it was Intended for.” 

In view of the fact that facllitles were easily 
available, the people were not accustomed to be 
patlent while thn Government’s energy and flnan- 
clal resources were dlrccted towards the war againlh-; 
the enemy. 

They would continue to make demands despite 
the fact that the country is at war. 

“Whoever tries to change their attitude will 
not be ponular,” Dr. Mahathlr added. 

The Deputy Prime Minister said the present 
circumstances posed a leadership test for UmnL\ 
members. 

He asked: “Are we prepared to become un- 
popular because .we are aware that the war against 
the communists 1s more Important or do we give 
priority to our own popularity although the result 
might be to the detriment of the nation?” 

11~ has no doubt t,hat for certain other leaders, 
thelr prlorlty was popularity. They would deli- 
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are launzhlng. Energy 
and money for th.e war 
means the pewle’s other 
needs have to come down 
in Priority.” 

Dr. Mahathir referred 
t0 a New Straits Times 
renort of a sneech bY 
him in Perak two weeks 
ago which quoted him 
as saying that “The war 
against th*e communists 
is not just a class war. 
gat$so an ideoloaical 

He said this was a dis- 
tortion becau.se he had 
actually stated that “Thz 
war against the com- 
munists !s not a class 
war. but is an ideologi- 
cal war.” 

The Deputy Prime Mi- 
nlster told :hc Youth and 
the Wanita th?t as so: 

1 berately make an issue “The must 
Of the People’s needs and 

people will ciety leaders tneY 

highllght thelr frustra- 
Scream and will crlticlse understand tbelr role 

tlons merely to nttract 
us but what must be and duty. 
given Prlority Is the na- He said one school of 

attention and gather 
support for themselves. 

tion’s well-being, which thought acceDted by a 
c-an only be. achieved group was that leaders 

JNISTS, IN 
vere those who merely 
roic,zd and championed 
#he views and asplra- 
#ions of the people. 

Whether .the VICWS 
vere good or otherwise 
~3s not questioned. The 
xxsibillty that some of 
,he people’s views and 
lemands could destroy 
jOCktY itself was also 
lot taken into account. 

This group was Pre- 
pared to champion what- 
ever demands the People 
make because in doing so 
thev could become POPU- 
lar.- 

Dr. Mahathir added 
that this type of leaders 
would also keep Quiet on 
any unhealthy PraCtICe 
- because In opposlng it 
they would be unpopular. 

“This type of people 
are actually not leaders. 
They are opportunists 
who are only working fO1 
their own selfish ends 
They do not care whal 
will happen to society . ..I 

Dr. Mahathir iald thiz 

UMNO ‘/-. 
:roup was slso‘not .2111- 
ng to face difficulties for 
he common good. They 
lnly wanted the easy way 
nit. 

Such attltude, he add- 
:d, had no place among 
eaders at all levels of 
Jmno. 

He sald as responsible 
eaders from a responsi- 

Jle party, Umno leaders 
nust help shape the 
dews of the people to 
ensure that there are no 
mdesirable%onsequences 
Uthough this effort 
would make them un- 
popular. 

A leader should not 
only follow the wishes of 
the people but should 
also shape their views 
and attitude‘s towards 
their good and that of 
society. 

He added that a great 
part Of the failure of the 
Malays in various fields 
was caused by leaders 
who gave priority just to 
popularlty. 

“But for Umno leaders ttlrough victory against 
our task and responsibili-’ / i2ied communlstsJ” he 
ty are clear. We do not ) 
want popularity for po- Vlctbry would be that 
Pularity’s sake. Inuch easier and faster if 

the DeoPk were prepared 
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