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KUALA LUMPUR, SEPT, 10 (BERNAMA)=DR, MAHATHIR MOHAMED SAID
TODAY THE GOVERAMENT HAD THE FACT! AND FIGURES TO SHOW THAT
TOTAL COST OF IMPLEMENTING THE IBRAHIM ALl COMMISSION'’S RECO-
MMENDATIONS WOULD BRE 4500 MILLION,

vef HAVE THE FACTS AND THE FIGURES AND | WILL REVEAL THEWM WHEN
THE TIME COMES,?? THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAID IN AN {NTERViEW
WITH REPORTERS IN HIS OFFICE,

THE CHA{RMAN OF THE COMMISSION TAN SRI IERAHIM ALY IN A
LETTER PUBLISHED IN THE STRAITS TIMES 'YESTERDAY SAID THAT THE
TOTAL ESTIMATED COST OF NATION-WIDE IMPLEMENTATION WOULD RBE AROUT
375 MigLION,

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER EXPLAINED THAT THE COMMISSION®S
FIGURES WERE BASED ON ESTARBL!SHMENT FIGURES FOR 1974 AND DID NOT
TAKE. INTO CONSIDERATION THE SUBSEQUENT EXPANSION OF THE CiVIL
AND OTHER GCVERNMENT SERVICES.

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAID FOR THE PAST FEW YEARS GOVE RiN-
MENT RECURRENT EXPENDITURE AND REVENUE HAD BEEN JUST M BALANCE
AND MAJOR SALARY {NCREASES WOULD REQUIRE IMPOSITION OF NEW .
TAXES, -~ BERNAMA MORE HM 1840

WHEREAS "IN 'THE PAST GOVERMMENT REVENUZ EXCEEDED RECURRENY
EXPENDITURE LEAVING SOME EXTRA MOMEY FOR DEVELOPMENT, IN RECEWT
YEAR ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS HAD RARELY BEEN MET BY REVENUE, HE
EXPLAINED, ‘

THIUS. THE CURRENT ACCOUNT WAS NOW COMPLETELY TAKEN UP RY
ADMINISTRATION OF THE COUNTRY AND) ALL DEVELOPMENT DEPENDED OWN
FINANCING THROUGH LOANS,

'?|F SALARIES INCREASE, 1T OF COURSE MEANS NEW TAXES MUST BE
HPGSED TO' GET FUNDS TO MEET THE ADDED EXPENDITURE AND NEW
TAXES AN TUBN WOULD RAISE THE COST OF LIVING OF THE PEOPLE,’?
HE SAID.

DR, MAHATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS TRYING TO BE FAIR TO TS
PEOPLE AS 4 WHOLE AND NOT ONLY TO THE UNIONS,

»IDONT FORGET THAT WHILE THE UNIONS ARE TALKING OF 500,000
PEOPLE THE GOVERNMENT 1S THINKING IN TERMS OF ALL THE 11 MitLicC
PEOPLE, ** HE STRESSED, |

WRATEVER THE SALARIES PAID TO CIVIL SERVANTS , THEY WOULD N
RORNE BY THE PUBLIC, NOT BY THE MINISTERS, IN THE END, 1T WAL
PEOPLE WHO WOULD HAVE TO PAY, HE SAID, == RERNAMA MORE HM 189,



DR, MAHATHIR STRESSED THAT WHILE THE GOVERNMENY APPRECIATED
THE UNIONS EFFORTS TO GET BETTER DEALS FOR THEIR MEMBERS T
HAD ALSO TO KEEP IM MIND THE LARGE PERCENTAGE OF SELF-EMPLOYED
PEOPLE GUCK AS FARMERS WRO COULL NWOT ?DEMAND INCREASED PAY®
BUT HAD TO SUFFER WHEN COSTS WENT UP,

YOWE MUST BE RESPONSIBLE TO THE PEOPLE BECAUSE 1T IS
THE PEOPLE WHO WILL PAY WHEN GOVERNMENT SERVANTS SALARIES ARE
fEV!g%D ~«THROUGH TAXES OR INCREASED COST OF LIVING,??

HE SALD, | :

THEREFORE |7 WAS CRUCIAL FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO STUDY THE BRAHIM
ALL PROPOSALES T TERMS OF THE CAACITY OF THE GOVERNMENT TO MEET
THE INCRUASED RECURRENT EXPENDIT JRE, :

PRWE IDNT REJECT THE NEED TO REVISE BALARIES. THERE 1S ALSD &
NEED TO SLAMINATE ANOMALIES, THIS, IN FACT, WAS WHY THE IBRAHIM
AT COMMIRS IO YAS APPOINTEDR, v® THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER ZXPLASNID,

OWEVER, THE CARACITY OF THE GOVERNMENT TO RAISE SALARIES WAS
NOT UNLIMITED, THIS WAS WHY THE GOVERNMENT MEEDED TO STUDY THE
IMPLICATIGNS OF THE REPORT TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THE GOVER-
NMENY COULD EFFORD 1T, ~= BERNAMA MORE HM 18739
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FOR THIS STUDY, THE GOVERNMENT HEEDED AT LEAST SiX HONTHS
BECAUSE T wiS NOT EASY TO WORK OUT THE COSTS SINCE BOTH FEDERAL
AND STI'E CUSTS WERE 1HVOLVED, | o

ON CHANGES THE GOVERNMENT WANTED IN THE [BRAHIM AL1 REPORT,
DR, MAHITHIR SAED THE GOVERNMENT WANTED TG ENSURE THE 1MPLEMENTA-
TION OF ¥HE SEPORT WOULD CLOSE THE GAP BETWEEN THE LOWER INCOME
GROUP #i1n ThE HIGHER IRCOME GROUP,

+WE DO HCT WANT YO DE ACCUSED OF ENRICHING THE RICH AND
IMPOVERISING THE POOR,+ HE SAID, | o

THERE Was b POSSIRILITY CERTAIN RECOMMENDATIONS WOULD B [HCREASE
WHILE OTHER SCCOMMENDATIONS WOULD BE REDUCED, THERE WAS NO DBOUET
THAT ALL WOIKENS WOULL GET RAISES BUT THE QUESTION WAS HOW MUCH
THESE [NCREASES SHOULD BE, | S

THE HEPUTY PRIME HINISTER CATEGORICALLY REJECTED CHARGES THAT
THE COVERBMEDT WAS USING THE 1£RAMIM ALI REPORT ISSUE TO DiVER
AVTENT (OF FROM THE COMMUNIST THREAT., '

FTHAT 'S R101CULOUS, WE WANT 70 CONCEWTRATE ON THE COMMUNIET
PROBLEM AND THAT 18 EXACTLY WHY WE OQONT WANT PROBLEMS LiKE THIS
TO DIVERT OUR ATYENTION, HOW COULD JE FiGHT THE COMMUNISTS UNDER
SUCH CIFCUMSTANGES + DR. MAHATHIR SATD, - BERNAMA 1840/HS
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