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MAMATHIR ~ PADS

,  ALOR STAR, SEPT 197 Y RERNAMAY - DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER Di._
(,,”af\TH§a GHMNLD SUGGESTED TODAY THAT SMALL PADI FARMERS IN THE
MULA JRRIGATION SCHEME AMALGAMATE THE1R HMOLDINGS INTO BIGGER

LOTS OF AROUT 50 ACRES AND WORK ON THE CO-OPERATIVE SYSTEM,

N THIS  WAY. PADI CULTIVATION COULD BE FULLY MECHANISED THUS
REDUCING THE c0ST OF PRODUCTION,

DR, MAHATHIR WAS SPEAKING TO REPORTERS AFTER BEING BRIEFED
ON THE DEVELOPMENT AND ACHIEVEMENT OF THE MUDA AGRICULTURE DEVE~
LOSMENT AUTHORITY BY ITS GENERAL MANAGER DATUK MOHAMED TAM{M YEOP
HE RE ,

ALSO PRESENT WAS KEDAM MENTRI BESAR DATUK SRI SYED AtMAD
SHAHABUDDIN .

DR. MARATHIR SALD THAT IF THE FARMERS WERE WILLING TO GROUP
THEMSELVES INTO SMALL SELF-CONTAINED COMMUNITIES THEY WOULD HOT
ONLY BE ASLE TO IMPRGVE THEIR STANDARD OF LIVING BUT ALSO
MAXIMISE THE USE OF THEIR LAND,

EVENTUALLY. THEY COULD WMOVE AWAY FROM REASANT FARMING AND RUH
PROPER FARMS BY EMPLOYING FARM MANAGERS AND USING MACHINEZ, - .
RERNAMA MORE 1(00/9w

THIS WOULD HELP TO OFFSEY THE EXPECTED F o
A5 & RE uUL1 OF THE URBAN DRIFT, HE  SAID, UTURE LABOUR SHORTAGE
DR, MARATHIR ALSO SAID THAT FARMERS, in ADD!TION TO -
CULfavawiuc FHE IR LAND, SMOULD GO INTO BUSINESS IN THE puacwnssue
RENTING AND aawvacawo &F MACHINES USED IN PADI PRODUCTION.
THEY SROULD ALSO CO-OPERATE AMONG ONE ANOTHER TO CULTIVATE
LAND, ESPECIALLY THOSE AROUND THEIR KAMPUNGS. WITH FRUITS,
A A S e R
THE CANeIne” INDUSTRY, HE ADDED, " T“EMSELVE COULD Go- INTO

DR, HAKATHIR, _WHO'WAS ON A THREE=DAY v 3, T
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