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KUALA ;UKpUR OCT. 14 (EERNAMA) -* STATE LAND COUNCILS WlLL 
6% 

2~ SET Up ir.i ALI PEN INSULAR NALAYSIA STATES TO DETERMl NE A POL l CY 
$IN&COME THE SQUATTER PROBLEM WHICH VARIES THROUGHOUT THE 

THE ;OUb; ‘I !iS WILL BE CHAIRED BY THE MENTRIS EESAh 35 CHiEF 
MINISTERS 0:: THE RESPECTIVE STATES. EACH WILL HAVE .b SECRETARIAT 
AND A COMMl”?TEE TO ENABLE IT TO OPERATE EFFECTIVELY, 

THE’DEC;:;ION TO FORM THE COUNCILS WAS TAKEN AT A !+lEETING OF THE 
NATIONAL L:. ? COUNCIL CHAIRED BY THE DEPUTY PRIME M?$ISTER, lD&, 
MAHATHl R Mid :+!ED AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE TODAY, 
‘---DR. MAHA’. t-l1 R fOLD NEWSMEN THAT THE COUNCILS HAD ?r, BE FORMED 
TO FIND SUi’.‘b:jLE AND EFFECTIVE WAYS TO OVERCOME THE 3QUATTER PROBLEM 
WHICH b!E. IX::,C2:(IBED AS +TOUGH AND NOT EASY TO SOLVE,+ 

i\. i” 5: ,‘? ,. , ! 
Tl$;” i.;-* :\ 1). __ 

THOROUGH STUDY VARYING WITH EACH STATF:, AND MUCH 
BERNAMA MbRE 1333/LK 

DR. MAHATHIR SAID THE COMMiTTEF FORMED BY THE NATIONAL LAND - cowcl~ AT ITS LAST MEETII~G Hbn N BEEN ABLE TO DRAW UP CERTAIN 
It Ey.1 ‘. GUIDELINES TO OVERCOME THE SQUATTER PROBLEM, 

5: : ’ ‘. +THE SQUATTER PROBLEM IS A SERIOUS SOCIAL PROBLEM BECAUSE EACH ; . . . 
‘:;; 5: 

PERSON IN THE COUNTRY NEEDS A SHELTER, WHETHER If BE LEGAL OR 
ILLEGAL,+ HE SAID, 

.., 
: ._ 
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+THE!?EFORE, WE-MUST FIND W.:‘iS OF PROVIDING THE NECESSARY 
SHELTER.+ HE ADDED- % 

THE 
----_ 

bEPU?Y, PRIME MINISTE’n’ SAID THE GREATEST PROBLEM FACED BY 
THE GOVERNMENT WAS THE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO EUlLT 
SQUATTER HOMES AS SOON AS THE GOVERNMENT HAD BEGUN EFFORTS TO 
PROVIDE ALTERNATE HOMES FOR OTHER SQUATTERS. 

ANOTHER PROBLEM WAS THE +SQUATTER DEVELOPERS+ WHO PROVIDED 
PREFABRICATED HOUSES FOR SQUATTER FAMILES HE SAID 

DR. MAHATHIR WARNED THAT THE GOVERNMEN+ WOULD TiKE STERN 
ACTION AGAINST THESE +DEVELOPERS+ IF IT COULD BE PROVEN THAT THEY 
RFSORTED TO SUCH ACTIVITIES, -- BERNAMA MORE 1345/LK 

ii-. . I. DR. PrkHATH117 CRlTfClSED “nc ATTITUDE OF CERTAtN POLITDCIANS ,.. : , WI-i0 OSED’THE SQUATTER PROBLEM FOR THE 1 R OWN GAINS, 
iI . +THESE POLOTIC1ANS NCf’r ONLY ENCOURAGED THE PEOPLE TO BECO?% I 
L.’ SQUATTERS BUT ALSO FOUGI:“r FOR THEM,+ HE SAID. 
I, IT WAS DIFFICULT FOR TaE GOVERNMENT TO ACT TO PROVE THEIR 
“8 SNVQLVEMENT BECAUSE THEY WASHED THEIR HANDS OFF THE. MATTER 

. ‘1 !: JMMEDOBTELY AFTER’dARDS, ilE SAID, 
F IN V IEW OF THESE PROBLEMS THE G6’JERNMENT NEEDED TBME TO 

FIND WAYS AND DETERYIKE WETtiER TO TIGHTEN LAWS OR PRODUCE 
,’ .I AN EFFEGTJVE MACHINERY TO OVERCOME THE PRO&LEM, HE SAID. 

THE DEPUTY PRIME ?‘IIINISTER SAID THAT THE COUNCIL ALSO DISCUSSED 
.; ‘; LEASING OF LAND AT T0DAY7S MEETIING, 
‘. THE COUNC he’ DEC 13ED AGA 1 NST D 1 FFERENT 1 AT ONG BETWEEN GOVERNMENT 
i OFFICERS AND THE ORDiNARY PEOPLE IN THE LEASlkG OF LAND, WHETHER 

FOR 30, Grs OR 99 YEARS, -- BERNAMA MORE 1356/LK 
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DB~FERENTOATZON COULD ChUSE DlSSATlSFAkZTlON AMONG THE PEOPLE, 
WOigEVE R THE :SSUE 0F LEASES WOULD DEPEND ON ?-ME RESPECT f VE 

S:fATE GQVE h’dMENTS, 
-CH!EF MINISTERS AND MEKTROS FESAH FROM PENINSULAR MALAYSIA 

CA’FI‘)dET MINISTERS WHO ARE rJiEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL AND OBSERVER& 
FROM SA13rhH AND SARAWPK #IRE PRESENT AT THE MEETING, -- EERNAMA 
4359/LK 
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