
Need. f.br jdint. 

KUALA LUMP& 
FRI. - worseninh 
discipline among the 
young can be tackled 
only throu 

? 
h a concer- 

ted effort rom teach- 
ers, school authorities 
and parents, Deputy 
Prime Minister and 
Education Minister 

/ Dr Mahathir Moha- 
/ QiGGXid . 

Opening a seminar on 
discipline In secondary 
schools or anised by the 
Selangor ii ducation De- 
partment he’re ‘yester- 
day, he said: “There are 
signs indicating that dis- 
.cipline in some schools is 
unsatisfactory and can 
worsen if neglected. 

“The cases of truancy re- 
cently reported in the pa- 
pers and the extensive in- 
volvement of pupils in drug 
abuse arc signs that the dis- 
cipline of our young is in 
urgent need of proper atten- 
tion from all groups concer- 
ned.” 

He added that in schools 
good discipline dc ended on 
a high standard o B teaching. 
school administration and 
manngcmcnt. 

Poor teaching methods 
caused boredom amon the 
pupils and led to disci 

s 
iqa- 

t-v problems. Such pro lems 
niso arose from defective 
ndmlntstratlon and man- 
agcment. 

Discipline also depended 
on home conditions and pa. 
rentnl attitudes. Some pa. 
rents laced importance on 

~~‘,C~~r;;;,,~~~~~r~~~~~ 
necessary. ’ Others had ne, 
gative attitudes and lodged 
cornplAints when schools 
took disciplinar 

B 
actior 

agninst then- chil ren. 
Dr. Mahathir ur ed pa 

rents and teachers f o wor 
togcthcr in disciplining chll 
dren. This should bc prncti 
cable, particularly ,as th 

Ilnlstry had made it com- 
ulsory for all schools to set 
P parent-teacher assocla- 
ions. 

He s&Id: “I take a very 
erlous view of the matter. 
‘oar discipline in schools 
neans pro 
~;ts take P 

er learning can- 
p ace and the pu- 

’ ~~~“~,:“tpc~:: ed. 
uences be to our nation if 
arge numbers of the young 
,ave insufficient education 
.nd ore not ided by rules 
.nd norms n their activi- T 
les? 
Social problem 
“Obvlousl; they will be- 

ome a social Droblem. 
‘heir energies cannot be 
lroductivel 
ack P 

used as they 
quali ied and skllls. 

‘his can lead to unemploy- 
nent and adversely affect 
latlonal development ef- 
orts.” 

School heads must have A 

‘lear lden of the direction in 
vhich they wished to lead 
he teachers and the pupils 
n their char e. Wlthout 
his. there coul 5 be no effi- 
:ient administration. 

Slmllnrly. teachers 
should know exactly what 
he objectives of each lesson 
vere and havl: a good com- 
nand of subjects they 
nught and the tcachin 
cchniques used. Too hars R 
m approach lo dlsclpllno 
should be avoided AS this 
:ould have the opposite of 
he desired effect. 

Dr. Mahathir said it was 
mportant that teachers 
nnde a study of the social, 
:conomic and cultural 
jackground and the ph al. 
:a1 and mental 
nent of each pu 

deve op P 
11. 

“They shoul cf bear in 

;;yqxg&y;~g! 
Foun s. Those from well. 
o-do families are different 

:rom those who come froxr 
less fortunate back 
grounds,” he said. 

“Those from home, 
equipped with all materia 
facihties arc different iron 

I 

1000 

those who’come Tim slum 
conditions, for instance tho- 
se from s uatter areas. 
Those with B alay ancestry 
Bre different from those 

,ith Chinese or Indlan an- 
estries.” 

d 

Dr. Mahathir said that 
lsclpline was essential In 
11 as ects of life if anything 
ras o be achieved. If an P 
rganisation lacked disci- 
line, its members would 
%il in their undertakings 
nd its very strength and 
ltegrity would be threaten- 
d. 

If ‘a deDaIbIent. SAY A 
iovernme‘nt departmint, 
icked discipline, its admin- 
stration would become 
reek and ‘it would not be 
.ble to give pro er service 
D the public. & 
Iltlmatel 

his might 

x 
result in a loss of 

alth in t e entire Govem- 
nent service. 
’ Youngsters who lacked 
llsclpline were vulnerable 
o bad influence for exam- 
)le from anti-national ele- 
nents and drug-abusers. 
3omes without discipline 
:ould not offer’their occu- 
mnts peace of mind. CBU- 
lin 
n f 

them to seek it outside 
he form of .drugs and 

Bther vices. - 
General good 

“While we may all a 
In the Importance of d scl- Fe 
jline, WC may differ on 
vhat 1s good discipline. 

;;ldeven whispering,” he 

,“&hers r&y argue that a 

xocess is not disturbed. 
“There are many other 

:riferia and interpretations 
*elating to discipline. But 
.his much we will a ee: 

rhat the pupils must pif ave 
the consciousness and the 
determination to do slncer- 
cly what is ri ht for the 
general good w ?I ich is aleo 
the indlvidual good.” 
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