Need for joint
efforts on '

disci
P

KUALA LUMPUR,
FRI. Worsening
discipline among the
young can be tackled
only through a concer-
ted effort from teach-
ers, school authorities
and parents, Deputy
Prime Minister and
Education Minister
Dr. Mahathir Moha-
med said.”

Opening a seminar on
discipline jin secondary
schools organised by the
Selangor Education De-
partment here ‘yester-
day, he said: *“There are
signs indicating that dis-
.cipline in some schools is
unsatisfactory and can
worsen if neglected.

‘*The cases of truangy re-
cently reported in the pa-
pers and the extensive in-
volvement of pupils in drug
abuse are signs that the dis-
cipline of our young is in
urgent need of proper atten-
tion from all groups concer-
ned."

He added that in schools
good discipline depended on
a high standard of teaching,
school administration and
management, .

Poor teaching methods
causcd boredom among the
pupils and led to disciplina-
ry problems. Such problems
alsu arose from defective
administration and man-
agement.

Discipline also depended
on home conditions and pa-
rental attitudes. Some pa-
rents placed importance on
discipline, urging teachers
to cane their children where
necessary.' Others had ne-
gative attitudes and lodged
complaints when schools
took disciplinary action
against their children,

Dy. Mahathir urged pa-
rents and teachers to work
together in disciplining chil-
dren, This should be practi-
cable, particularly .as the
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Ministry had made it com-
pulsory for all schools to set
up parent-teacher associa-
tions.

He sald: *‘I take a very
serious view of the matter.
Poor discipline in schools
means proper learning can-
not take place and the pu-
pils’ progress is not ensu-
red. What will the conse-
quences be to our nation if
large numbers of the young
have insufficient education
and are not fuided by rules

n their activi-
ties?

Social problem

**Obviously they will be-
come a social problem.
‘Their energies cannot be

roductively used as they
ack quallified and skllls.
This can lead to unemploy-
ment and adversely affect
national development ef-
forts.”"

School heads must have a
clear idea of the direction in
which they wished to lead
the teachers and the puplls
in their charge. Without
this, there could be no effi-
cient administration.

S3imilarly, teachers
should know exactly what
the objectives of each lesson
were and havg a good com-
mand of subjects they
taught and the teachinE
techniques uscd. Too hars
an approach to discipline
should be avolded as this
could have the opposite of,
the desired effect.

Dr. Mahathir said it was
important that teachers
made a study of the social,
economic and cultural
background and the physi-
cal and mental develop-
ment of each pupil. .

“They should bear in
mind that pupils come from
widel ifferent back-
grounds. Those from well-
to-do families are different
from those who come from
less fortunate back-
grounds,” he said.

‘'Those from homes
equipped with all material

facilities are different frqu
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those who’ come from slum
conditions, for instance tho-
se from aquatter areas.
Those with Malay ancestry
are ditferent from thoase
with Chinese or Indian an-
cestries.””

Dr. Mahathir said that
discipline was essential in
all agpects of life if anything
was 5) be achieved. If an
organisation lacked disci-

line, its members would
fail in their undertakings
and its very strength and
irategrity would be.threaten-
e

If a department, say a
Government department,
lacked discipline, its admin-
istration would become
weak and ‘it would not be
able to give proper service
to the public. This might
ultimately result in a loss of
faith in the entire Govern-
ment service.

' Youngsters who lacked
discipline were vulnerable
to bad influence for exam-
ple from anti-national ele-
ments and drug-abusers.
Homes without discipline
could not offer their occu-
parnts peace of mind, cau-
sing them to seek it outslde
in the form of drugs and
other vices. .

General good

‘*While we may all agree
on the lmportance of diaci-
pline, we may differ on
what is good discipline.
Some may hold that good
discipline is when lpupi s sit
still and silent in class, nev-
er even whispering,'” he
said. - . c

‘Others may argue that a
class where the 1pupilu move
and speak quietly is discipli-
ned so long as the learning.
process is not disturbed.

‘‘There are many other
criteria and interpretations
relating to discipline. But
this much we will agree:
that the pupils must have-
the consclousness and the
determination to do sincer-
ely what is right for the
general good which is also
the indlvidual good."
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