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KUALA LUMPUR, NOV, 2&'(BERNAMA% -= DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER (R,
MAHATHIR MOHAMED EXPRESSED THE HOPE TODAY THAT CO-OPERATION AMONG
- ASEAN COUNTRIES IN FAMILY. AND POPULATION PLANNING INTEGRATED WITH
gsgﬁ%gZTENT PLANNING WOULD LEAD TO IMPROVED QUALITY OF LIFE IN
N. o
SPEAKING AT THE OPENING OF THE MEETING OF ESEAN HEADS OF
POPULATION PROGRAMMES HERE, HE SAID THAT A RAPID POPULATION GROWTH
RATE WOULD ADVERSELY AFFECT SOCI10«~ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS
AND TH QUALITY OF THE ENVIRONMENT,. /
+TO OVERCOME THE PROBLEM WE HAVE SET UP. STRONG AND VIGOROUS
- FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAMMES WHICH HAVE ACHIEVED SUBSTANTIAL
REDUCTION OF FETILITY RATES,+ HE SAID, = o
: HE SAID THAT BY THE MIDﬁLE.OF THIS YEAR, ASEAN COUNTRIES HAD
A COMBINED POPULATION OF 246 MILLION, WHICH CONSTITUTED MORE
THAN TWO-THIRDS OF THE POPULATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIA,
EXCEPT FOR SINGAPORE WHICH HAD ACHIEVED REPLACEMNT LEVEL
MOST OF THE ASEAN COUNTRIES WERE CURRENTLY AIMING AT TWO PER ZENT
GROWTH RATE WITHIN THE NEXT DECADE OR EARLIER, =-- BERNAMA MORE
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DR, MAHATHIR SAID THERE WAS A DESIRE AMONG THEM TO INITIATE
COMMON APPREACHES AND PROJECTS SINCE THIS WOULD RESULT IN
gg¥?b?$?gguv_STRENGTHeutue NATIONAL RESEARCH AND PROGRAMME

+1T 1S IN THIS SPIRIT OF REGIONAL CO~OPERATION TO TRANSLATE THE
PLAN TO ACTION THAT THIS MEETiNG OF THE ASEAN PORULATIO PROGRAMMES
IN THE CONTEXT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT 1S HELD HERE.+

HE SAID THAT THE DISCUSSICH OF COMMON CONSTRAINTS
AND PROELEM OF INTEGRATING FAWILY AND POPULATION PLANNING
ACTIVITIES INTO OTHER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES WOULD LEAD TO THE
DEVELOPMENT OF NEW APPROACHES .AND STRATEGIES TOWARDS THE SOLUTION
OF THESE PROPLEMS IN ASEAN COUNTRIES. , |

DR, MAHATHIR SAID ANOTHER PROBLEM WHICH REQUIRED URGENT ACTION
IN THESE COUNTRIES WAS THE ERADICATION OF POVERTY.

THE POOR IN EOTH THE URBAN AND RURAL AREAS WERE GROWING AT
WIDENFASTER RATE THAN. BETTER-OFF FAMILIES AND THIS WOULD voinue
THE GAP RETWEEN THE +HAVES+ AND +HAVES=NOT+ SOCIALLY AND
ECONOMICAI I ¥V wee. REDRMAMA MARE 172£ /A7

+HERE, POPULATION AND FAMILY PLANNING GAN HELP 10 UVERCAHL
SOME ASPECTS OF THE PROEBLEM,.+ .

HE SAID THAT WHEN INTEGRATED WITH WELFARE SERVICES AND
OTHER DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS. 1T WOULD HELP NOT ONLY TO ER}DGE THE
GAP RUT ALSO ERADICATE POVERTY,

+IN THE EROADER PERSPECTIVE, i~ IS IMPERATIVE THAT ASEAN
COUNTRIES POOL EFFORTS, RESOUREES END EXPERTISE TO NARROW ‘THE
WIDENING GAP IN LEVELS OF LIVING FITWEEN DEVELOPING AND DEVELOPED
COUNTRIES,+ DR, MAMATIR Sa;D,

HE SAID THAT ONE CONSECIJENCE OF RAPID INCREASE (N
POPULATION WAS THE SIGNIFICAKT INCREASE IN THE GROWTH RATES OF
WORK ING AGE POPULATION ON LAROUR FORCE AND THE UNEMPLOYMENT
PROBLEM WOULD RE AGGRAVATED 63 IT WAS DIFFICULT TO INCREASE
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES OF YOUTHS IN THE MODERN SECTOR,

BESET RY THESE PROBLEMS, THE ONLY THING THAT SOCIETY COULD TURN

TOJW?SZHE CONTROL OF POPULATION GROWTH, HE ADDED, —— BERNAMA MORE
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THE DIRECTOR GENERAL ASEAN, MALAYSIA, HAJY ALY ARDULLAM, SatD . 123
ASEAN COUNTRIES REGARDED FAMILY PLANNING OR POPULATION pacsnnmme_vggy ‘
45 AN INTEGRAL PART OF SOCIO~ECONGHIC DEVELOPMENT, 7]
HE SAID IT SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED IN {SQLATION, i '
HAJD ALl SAID THE POPULATION RATE OF ASEAN PEOPLES WOULD & DoUI-
LED AT THE ERD OF THE 90TH, CENTURY, -
HE SAID THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED THE MEED TO FORNMULA'S
NEW STRATEGIES IN POPULATION PLANMING WITH THE CCLLALORATION OF The
APPROPRIATE INTERMATIONAL AGENCIES, “
IT WAS THEREFORE BEFITTING FOR EXPERTS FROM ASEAN COUNTRIES
MEETING HERE WITH U.M. ORGANISATIONS SUCH AS F.A,0. AND UJN.F,
P.A., TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE BENEFIT OF MEMRERS,
NATIONAL FAMILY PLANMING BOARD CHAIRMAN, TAN SRI AFDUL JAMIL
RAIS, SAID THE DEMOGRAPHIC OBJECTIVE UNDER THE THIRD MALAYSIA
PLAN WAS TO BRING DOWN THE BIRTH RATE OF 31,0 TO 28,2 PER T/DUEAND
EY 1980,
THE GOARD PLANNED TO HAVE MORE EXTENSIVE AND INTENSIVE PRO-
GRAMMES FOR URKAN AND RURAL AREAS TO SOLVE POPULATION PROLLEMS,
THE THREE-DAY MEETING 1S REING ATTENDED FY 40 PARTICIPANTS
AgD OBSERVERS FROM ASEAN C COUNTRIES, ~- DRERNAMA 1802/7ZCH
N113 (Fg
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DR, MAWATHIR BEL IEVED THAT THE MEETING WOULD H
g?;g?gg?géVEnggggagggs OR PROJECTS AND DETERM INE S ggL?8§§S?ur
O-OPERATIVE EFFORTS COULD TAKE THE FORM T
CO~ORDINATION OR COMPLEMENTATION, HE ADDED, = Bsagimg°§%2§9§§"ow’
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