
. .,. 
-,/ -qb CQJ 

KUALA LUMPUR, NOV. 2b ‘( BERNAMA 
k 

- DEPUTY PRIME MlNtSTER (\DR, 
MAHATHfR MOHAMED EXPRESSED THE HOP ,TODAY THAT CO-OPERATION AMmG 
‘A-~-~~--COilF;rTRI-ES-IN FAMILY.. AND’ POPULATION PLANNING INTEGR’ATED WITH 
DEVELOPMEtdT PLANNtNG WOULD LEA&I TO tMPROVED QUALITY OF LIFE IN 
THE REGION, 

SPEAKING AT THE OPENING OF THE MEETING OF E,SEAN HEADS OF 
POPULATtON PROGRAMMES HERE HE SAID THAT A RAPiD POPULATtON GROWTH 
RATE WOULD ADVERSEiY AFFECf SOCtO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS 
AND TH QUALITY OF THE ENVt RONMENT, 

+TO OVERCOME,THE PROBLEM WE HAVE SET UP. STRONG AND VIGOROUS 
-” FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAMMES WHlCti HAVE ACHIEVED 9UBSTANTtAL 

REDUCTION OF FETILITY RATES + HE SAID@ . 
HE SAI D THAT BY THE MI DbLE OF T’cIt S YEAR ASEAN COUNTRt ES HAD 

A COMBINED POPULATtON OF 246 MILLION, WHlCH’CONSftTUTED MORE 
THAN TWO-THtRDS OF THE POPULATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

EXCEPT FOR SINGAPORE WHICH HAD ACHIEVED REPLACEMNT LEVEL 
MOST OF THE ASEAN COUNTRtES WERE CURRENTLY AlMlNG AT TWO PER ,ZNT 1 
;7yg; RATE WfTHlN THE NEXT DECADE OR EARL!ER, -- BERNAMA /FSCJRE 
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DR. HAHATHtR SAID THERE WAS A DEStRE AMONG THEM TO INtTlATE 
COMMON APPREACHES AND. PROJECTS § INCE TH t S WOULD RESULT IN 
CONSIDERAB&iY STRENGTHEN tNG NATtONAL RESEARCH AND PROGRAMME 
AfltVITlES. 

+iT IS IN THIS SPtRtT OF REGBONAL CO-OPERATION TO TRANSLATE THE 
PLAN TO ACTION THAT THtS MEETSP 
IN THE CONTEXT OF RURAL DEVELOPf4ENT BS HELD HERE,+ 

dG OF THE ASEAN POgULATtO PROGRA?eES 

HE SAID THAT ‘THE DISCUSS fO2 3F COMMON CONSTRAINTS 
AND PROF;LEM OF INTEGRATtNG F#GilLY AND POPULATION PLANNING 

- ACTIVITtES INT9 OTHER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES ‘dOlJtD LEAD 7-G THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF NEW APPROACHES .AND STRATEG t ES TOWARDS THE SOLUT t0r.J 
QF THESE F’ROIIEMS IN .ASEAN COUNTRtES, 

DR. MAHATHtR SAtD ANOTHER PROBLEM WHlCH REQUtRED URGENT ACTi@! 
IN THESE COUNTRIES WAS THE ERADlCATtON Of POVERTY, 

THE POOR IN FOTH THE URBAN AND RURAL AREAS WERE GR@:+ING Al 
A W43i&#FASTER RATE THAN. BETTER-OFF FAMILIES AND THIS LIOULO ti\\~~~~ 

THE GAP f2ETWEEhj 
ECONfDl I CA1 I V w-- 

“‘.iE +HAVES+ AKI3 +HAVES-NOT-+ SOCIALLY AAlD s 
RCRhlAMh .MhRf 47’lh/A7 

+HERE PQPULATION AND FAMILY PLANNING CP~N 'W~LIP 70 I)V~RC;C~,P~L 
SOME ASP#kTS OF THE PROBLEM*+ 

HE SA t D THAT WHEN t NTEGRATED W tTH WELFARE SERVI CES AND 
OTHER DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS IT WOULD HELP NOT ONLY TO BRIDGE THE 
GAP FUT ALSO ERADICATE POtERTY, 

+tN THE BROADER PERSPECTtVE I”” !S IMPERATIVE YHAT ASEAN 
COUNTRtES POOL EFFORTS, RESOZIRbES AND EXPERTtSE TO NARROW ,THE 
Wt DEN t NG GAP IN LEVELS OF “1.3V t NG E?‘:TWEEN DEVELOP I NG AND DEVELOPED 
COUNTRDES + DR. MAHATtR Sai3, 

HE SAI 6 THAT ONE CONSE@.EhXE OF RAP iD t NCREASE t N 
POPULATI’ON WAS THE StG~BFICb~~T’ INCREASE tN THE GROWTH RATES OF 
WORKtNG AGE, POPULATtON ON Lff:%UR FORCE AND THE UNEMPLOYMENT 
PROFLEM WOULD BE AGGRAVATED &S tT WAS DIFFICULT TO INCREASE 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUN IT tES OF YOUTHS t N THE MODERN SECTOR, 

BESET PY THESE PROELEMS THE ONLY THING THAT SOCt ETY COULD TUf”d’i 
TO WAS HE CONTROL OF POPULAflON GROWTH,, HE ADDED, WI* RERNAMA MORE 
i-7 kl/ AZ 



DR. MAHATWI R BEL IEVED THAT THE MEETING WOULD HELP TO WORK OUT 
CO-OPERATIVE APPROACHES C’R PROJECTS AND DETERMINE TME POLjCjES, 
STRATEGIES, PROGRANMES, RESEARCH AND TRAiN JNG THAT SHOULD BE 
UNDERTAKEN BY MEAN. 

THESE CQ4WlA7WE EFFORTS COUiD TAKE TkE &+I OF COL&.ABORATIOfV, 
CO-ORD~NATIOW OR CQMFWMENTATION, HE ADDED, -- BERNAMA 17ir2/AZ 
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