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Prime Minister
‘Mahathir Mohamadx

sald tonight that the
Malays were facing
Ta ‘‘very serious” pro-
blem of leadership.
The Msalays were now

at the polnt of nearly
i thelr sense

[ wrong,

‘wag also wrong. To be

neutral was wrong, and !

‘not o be neutral was
also wrong.
He said that he

mlght have appeared to
have painted an ex-
treme plcture of the
sltuation, but extremism
twas relative. What was
‘extrome before was a
i hormal thing now, and
what 15 extreme now
would be 2 normal thing
in the future.

But looking f{rom the
point or  view of 1946
and 1957, Malays had a
very serious  preblem of
leadership now, he add-
ed.

lowxn% of .
direction. To follow was .
and not to follow

But after the country
had chosen the system
of parliamentary demo-
cracy and the Ruler be-

came a  constitutional
monarch, Malays started
to face the problem of
Malay leadership.

This did not mcan that
the democratic system
was not good for Malays
for 1t was better
that of the feudal
tem.

This was mainly be-
cause the advantage of
the system could not en-
sure good results which
would ounly be achieved

8ys-

it the system 1s carried
out “as planned’ and
scheduled.

For it to run smooth-
ly, those who practise it

must fully understand
how the system  works
and what its lmitations
are, he added.
He sald

anyon® to become 4
leader. As such, Malays

were expused  to thoua
sands of leaders of alf
styles.

The Muoixy leaders and

than .

Gemocracy |
gave the opportunity to

Nationalist

Dr. Mahathir said that
where before Malays
were nationalists, there
were volces now  saying
that & Malay natlonalist
is o chauvinist and un-
Muslim. As a Mushiig,
they should not be na-
tionalistlc.

According to them the
most Important thing
was Muslim unity, But
unfortunately, thelr cri-
ticisms were not able to
unite the Malays as
Muslims., Rather, they
had divided and weakcn-
ed them.

There were people who
had gone to varlous
Muslim countries to
smear the Malays and
the Government under

Malay leadership as’
“merely &  Natlonalist
Government” and “not
so Islamic.”

They tried to sour up
the good relations be-
tween Malaysia and the
Middle East countries.

Malay nationalism and
unity were being criti-
cised not only by this

they continued to
confused and did
know thelr direction.

be
not

It wias not easy for
ordinaty Malays to
choose which group of

l((:jaders is right, he add-
.ed.

But, whnoever the lea-
der the peopl: chose, lxw
would be a target for
criticism when he takes
office, because no one
satisfies them, Dr. Maha-
thir sald.

He added ‘that is was
natural that leaders who
were not elected and
were seeking for position
did not see any good in
the work done by the
elect2d leader, although
he was popular and re-
celved wide support be-
fore he was elected. The
criticlsms either openly
or privately would
mount from tlme to
time. Anonymous let-
ters, full of accusations
and threats, would be
sent everywhere.

Little by little, the ac-
cusatlons, however un-
reasonable and strange
they are, were accepted.
People then started to
doubt a leader whom
they Thighly respected
before he toock office. His
supporters began to drift
away because they were
afraid to be involved In
his fall.

Eventually the leader
fell, and soon after his
fall, there were sad slghs
all round because the
seople began to realise
‘that he had fought and
;given all his efforts and
time for them. Therefore,
he should not be vic-
‘timised.

The longer the leader
was away from the seat
of power, the better was
his image. His mistakes
were forgotten, or at least
not mentloned. Those
who previously criticised
him, now sang his
praises.

But the sad process
would start all over again
if he was re-elected to
power.

This process occurred
since the beginning of
clvilisation. It had hap-
pened to Julius Caesar
and it hagd also happened
ta Presldent Nixon. But



e was speaklng at
the opening of a sympo-
sium on Malay Leader-
ship organised
by the Department of
Malay Studies and the
Malay Language  So-
clety of the Unlversity
of Malaya.

lsartler, Dr. Mahathir
sald that the symposium
was neld at  the right
time and place for pos-
sibly never in the his-
tory of the Malays has
their leadership ‘been in
4 chuaotic state or their
credibility  been  ques-
tloned as at the present
lime,

Allegalions of corrup-
tlon and of consorting
with  and being made
tools by the communists
and soclalists, using
thelr influence for self-
interest  were  thrown
about untl] it appeared
that no Malay leader
could be trusted.

Dr. Mahathir said that

in this kind of a situa-
tion, iL was no Jonger
asy, as in tne feudal

days, 1o understand the
roie of Malay leaders in
thelr  soclety, In  the
feudal days, ihere was
nao problem  of  Malay
leadership.  The Ruler
was automaticaily a
leader and he had po-
wers which could not be
yuestioned or opposed.

jointly

i leadership had not had
the same objective or

Capproacl.

The Malays were asked
to go to the left, right,
forwerd, backward, up
and down. They were
asked to  work - hard
to achlieve prosper-
ily. They were asked not
to work too hard because
they should not pursue
material  gains.
were told to
At the same timoe they
were also asked tc put
aside what was described
a5 secular knowledge.
One group asked them to
adopt an ideology while
another group told them
not to adopt any ideology.

In fact, they wes
faced with a thou-
sand and one contradic-
tious from Malay leaders
and leadership.

It was no wonder that
the Malays were In 2
confused state of mind,
not knowing which direc-
tion to foilow.

17 from 1848 to 1957
the Malays were strongl
united to schieve the ob-
jectives determined by
thelir leaders, the Malays
were now divided into
one thousand and one
groups which were con-
stantly guarrelling among
themselves, he said.

They |
learn. ;

group, There were others
who were wililng +to
travel abroad to smear
their own country and
the Malay leadership.
They were said to be
patriots and they were
willing to mislead the
Malays and their leader-
ship if they were prais-
ed, particularly by the

. Europeans. This furiher

divided the Malays.
In the meantime,

leaders of various styles’

were found in the coun-
try, young and old, sll

claiming that they were.

the only people who
knew the direction to

peace and prosperity for.

the Malays.

On the one hand.
there were those who
sald that because they

were old and had been
long in the political
struggie they were the
ones who should provide
the leadership. On the
other hand. there were
those who possess depgrees
who clalm that they
were the ones gualified to
lead.

The result wags rivalry
and mudslinging. Malays
who beard and saw the

activities of thelr lea~
ders ~- lncluding him-
self — were sometimes

sad and sometimes hanppy
with their antics, but

when the process occur-
red in the Malay soclety
which- has just emerged
from the fcudal system,
the eftect was more
serlous.

This was because the
Malay soclety was not
yet strong and stable
and the country in which
the Malays live is not
inhabited by Malays
alone. Their position is
weak in nearly all fields.
Therefore, the eflect is
worse .when the Malay
soclety is hit by the pro-

cess.

Dr. Mahathir sald that
the holding of the sym-
posium showed that Ma-

iay  intellectuals were
giving serfous attention
to the problem of Malay
leadership.

Generally, the Malay
intellectuals belong to
the young generatlon,

and whether the older
generation liked it or not,

they will iIn Therit the
leadership.

The old generation
may campalgn against
those with degrees, but
they cannot stop the
process of change.

Sooner ‘or later, the
intellectuals will  ‘take

over the leadership. he
added. Dr. Mahathir said
that he prayed that the
symposium would not be
a place to let off hot air
so as to further confuse
the Malays.:
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