
Prime Minfstcr - f&l: 
iMal&hir Mohaiiiiid] 
said tonight that the 
Mxlays were facing 

’ a “very serious” pro- 
blem of leadership. 

The &Ways were now 
at the point of nearly 
Iosin 

f 
their sense of 

dlrec ion. To follow was 
1Wrong. and not to follow 

wag also wrong. To be ’ 
neutral was wrong, and 
not to bc neutral was 
also wrong. 

IIC said that he 
mlglit have appeared to 
have palmed an ex- 
treme plcturc of the 
sltuatlon. but cxtrcmlsm 

j ~~~r~~~t’~~“,io,h~~wa~ 

i normal thing now, and 
wh;it is extreme now 
would be a I,ormal thing 
in the future. 

But Iookin~ Irom thr 
Imint or view Of 1D4G 
arid 195-l. Malays had a 
very srrious problem of 
lt~:ltl~rship now, hc add- 
cd. 

But after tnc country 
had chosen the system 
of parliamentary demo- 
cracy and the Ruler be- 
came a constitutional 
monarch, Malays started 
to face the problem of 
Malay leadership. 

This did not mean that 
the democratic system 
was not good for Malnys 
for It wan better than 
that of the feudal sys- 
tem. 

This was mainly be- 
cause the advantage of 
the svstcm could not en- 
sure good results which 
would only be achieved 
if the system is carried 
out 3.s-pIarmed and 
scheduled. 

For it to run smooth- 
ly, those who practiso it 

must fully undcrstsnd 
how the system work8 
and what 1CS limiltatioa8 
are, he added. 

Hc said dcmocraq 
gnvo the oppor-tunlty to 
anyone Co become 
leader. As :;uch. Malaya 
Were expo;Xd to CiKq 
sands of 1cXlcrs op aIb 
sty1c::. 

The Malay leaders and 

Natisnabt 
Dr. Mahathir sai$;gt 

where before 8 
were nationalists, there 
were voJces now BCLJ’lPlg 
that a Malay nationaiist 
Eu;hc;auvinist and yil- 

i . As a Mu&in, 
they Should not be na- 
tionalistlc. 

According Co them -Che 
mo.st important thing 
was Muslim unity. But 
unfortunately, their cti- 
ticlsms were not able Co 
unite the Malays as 
Muslims. Rather, they 
~~tfi~~“d and weaken- 

,’ 

sent everywhere. 
Little by llttle, the ac- 

cusations. however un- 
reasonable and strange 
they are, were accepted. 
People then started to 
doubt a leader whom 
they highly rcspectcd 
before he took omce. His 
supporters began Co drift 
away because thev were 
afrald to be involved In 
hls fall. 

Dvcntually the leader 
fell, and soon after his 
fall. there were sad sighs 
all round because the ,~_ -- ~. 

people began to realise 
‘that be had fought and 
:given all his efforts and 
time for them. Therefore, 
he should not be vi+ 
tlmlsea. 

The longer the leader 
was away from the sent 
of power, the abetter was 

There were people who his image. His mistakes 
had gone to V~~YOUS were forgotten, or at least . 
Muslim countries to not mentloned. T’hose 
smear the Malays and who previously crlticlsed 
the Government under him, now 
Malay leadership 

sang his 

“merely 
a.3 pralscs. 

a Nationalist 
Government” and 

But the Bad process 
“not would start all over again 

so Islamic.” if he was re-elected to 
They tried to sour up power. 

the good relations be- This process occurred 
Lween Malaysi& and the since the beginning of 
Mlddlc East countries. civillsatlon. It had hap- 

Malay nationalism and pened to Julius Caesar 
unitv were being crlti- and it had also happened 
clsed not only by Chls Co Presldent Nixon. But 

they continued to oe 
confused and did not 
know their direction. 

It w’ S 
t 

not easy for 
ordlna v Malavs 
choose -which nrouo 

to 

leaders is rlghL, he addOf 
ed. 

But. wnoever the le?- 
der the PEOD~I chose, 
would be a target 

h 
for 

criticism when he fakes 
office. because no OIlC 
satisfies them. Dr. Maha- 
thir said. 

He added ,that is was 
natural that leaders who 
were not elected and 
were seeking for position 
dld not see any good in 
the work done by the 
elect-d leader. although 
he was popular and re- 
ceived wide support be- 
fore he was elected. The 
criticisms either openly 
or 

““E? 
would 

mount time to 
time. Anonymous let- 
ters. full of accusations 
and threats, would be 

. 



Iic was spcaklna at 
the opcnh~ of a sympo- 
hium on Malay Leader- 
ship organlsed jointly 
hv the Department of 
Malay Studies and the 
Mal:1y ~-,EiXl@l;l~C SO- 
clcty of the Unlvcrsity 
of Malaya. 

Ktrllrr. J11’. Mahatliir 
s:\Id that the syn~posiun~ 
was held al the right 
tlmc and place for pos- 
Ably never In the his- 
tcirv of tlic Malays has 
their 1rndcrshIp ‘been in 

:I Ch:~oiic sl.l(e or thc!r 
crcdibllltv bcc:u quL’s- 
LlOli~Yl as at t11c prcscnt 
LllIlC. 

Allcg:ltlons of corrup- 
t101l aild of Consorting 
with and bcina made 
trJols by the communists 
and socialists, using 
thclr lr~flueiiCe for self- 
intcarcst were thrown 
about until it appeared 
that no MalaY leader 
COUI~ bt‘ trwted. 

Dr. Mahathlr snld that, 
In this klnd of a situa- 
tion, it was nu longer 
C?LSY. as In thr feudal 
days. to understand lhe 
Wzl of Mn:ay loaders in 

s0c1cty. 
feud% days, 

In the 
them was 

no problem Of Malay 
lcndcrship. The Ruler 
was auLomatICaily 
lcndcr and he had p$ 
wcr.s wl~lch could not be 
quostloncd or oppospd. 

leadership fAnU IlOt h%d 
the same objcctlve or 
approach. 

The M&,ys WCrC asked 
to go to the left. r1g.W 
Icrward , backward, up 

to achieve pmsper- 
ity. They were nskcd not 
to work too hard because 
they should not PU;;;; ~ 
nlatcrlal gains. 
were told to learn. l 
r,t the same tlmo they 
were also asked to 
nsi&! what was dCsc.1~: ’ - 1 

215 secular knowledge. / 
One group asked them Q I 
adoPt an ideology while 
another group told them 
not to adopt any IdedObY. 
f ,‘IL, ;“C;ltnth;y ;;r . , 

sand and one conlradtc- 
t1orls ircml Malay 1caclezs 
and IcadcrshiP. 

It mas no wonder thot 
the Malays were in 3. 
coniusad stab, of mind, 
not kixwlng which d&c- 
t1on t0 foilo7f. 

If from 1046 to 1957 
the Malnys were str0nSW 
unlt,ed to zxchievtt the ob- 
jectives determined by 
thclr leaders, the MalaYs 
were now divided into 
one thousand nnd one 
groups which were COtI- 
stantly cpxxrrelllng among 
themselves, hc said. 

group. There were others 
who were willing to 
travel abroad to smear 
their own country and 
the Malay leadership. 

They were sald to be 
patrlots and they WEX 
willing to mislead the 
Malays and their !eader- 
ship if they were prails- 

psrtlcularly by the 
%ropeans. ThLs further 
di;Fed the Maiays. 

the meantime. 
leaders of various styles 
were found in the coun- 
try, young and old, all 
claiming that they were. 
the Only people who 
knew the direction to 
peace and prosperlty fOz 
the Malays. 

On the one hand. 
there were those who 
said that because theP 
F;; sld and had been 

In the Dolltical 
struggk they were the, 
ones who should arovlde 
the leadershin On the 
other hand. there were 
those who Dossess degrees .~ 
who claim that they 
were the ones suallfied to 
lead. 

The result was rivalry 
and mudslinging. Malays 
who beard and saw the 
activltles of their lea- 
ders -- including him- 
self - were sometimes 
sad and sometimes hatmY 
with their antics. but . 

The old generation 
may camDaign against 
those with degrees, but, 
they cannot stop the 
process of change. 

Sooner ‘or later, the 
intellectuals will take 
over the leadership. he 
added. Dr. Mahathir said 
that he prayed that the 
symposium would not be 
a DlaCe to let OR hot nlr 
so-as to further confuse 
the Malsys. : 

when the process occur- 
red in the Malay society 
whlchx has just emerged 
from the feudal system, 
the eftect was more 
serious. 

This was because the 
Malay society was not 
Yet strone and stable 
and the &ntry in which 
the Malays llvc Is not 
inhabited Malays 
alone. The?posltlon is 
weak ln nearly all Ilelds. 
Therefore, the effect is 
worse. when the Malay 
society is hit by the pro- 
cess. 

Dr. Mahathlr said that 
the holding of the sym- 
poslum showed that hla- 
lay intellecctuals were 
glvlng serious attention 
to the problem of Malay 
leadership. 

Generally, the Malay 
intellectuals belong to 
the young generatlon, 
and whether the older 
generatlon liked it or not, 
they will in herlt the 
leadership. 

, 
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