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KUALA LUMPUR JAN, iA (BERNAMA) - DEPUTY PR9ME MDNlSTER 
\DR,_ tQHATH0R MOkAMAD .SAlD TODAY THAT ‘HE WELCOMED THE PROPOSAL TO 
ESTABLDSH AN ISLAMIC HOSPITAL lN THE COUNTRY, AND SUGGESTED 
THAT 9-r BE- FUNDED BY MUSLIMS THEMSELVES,, 

THE PROPOSAL’ WAS MADE BY WELFARE MINISTER HAJJAH AISHAH GHANI ‘, 
. LAST YEAR. 

SPEAK ING AT A FORUM ON +-MEDICAL ISSUES IN THE ISLAMIC 
COMMUNITY+ AT UNlVERSlTl MALAYA, DR. MAHATHIR SAID SUCH A HOSPITAL’- 
SHOULD NOT BE LBM.!TED TO MUSLIM P’ATIENTS ALONE AS OTHERWISE tf 
WOUkD TARNPSH.THE 9SLAMbC RELIGION. 

8N STRESSING TH& NEED FOR MUSLIMS TO FINANCE THE PROPOSED 
HOSPOTAL THROUGH 2kKAT AND SPECsAL COLLECTIONS, DR, MAHAT8IR SAlD 
+WE HAVE TOO MANY PROUD ISLAMIC SYMFOLS WHiCH ACTUAL:&Y SYMBOLI SE : 
THE EPFOCOENCY, CAPABILITY AND WEALTH OF NON-MUSLIMS, 

4LET US NOT MAKE THE ISLAMIC HOSPITAL ANOTHER ISLAMIC SYMBOL 
CREATED BY THE EFFICIENCY, INTELLIGENCE1 AND WEALTH OF_‘NON-MUSLIMS.\+ 
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DR, MAHATHBR SAQD WHAT WAS NOW TERMED AS WESTERN MEDICINE 
WAS ACTUALLY WESTERN IMPROVEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF ISLAMlC 
MEDt CBNE, 

UNFORTUNATELY THIS FACT WAS SELDOM PIENTIONED’EY MEMFERS OF 
THE MEDICAL PR~FE~~I~N BOTH IN THE WEST AND THE EAST AND THIS HAD 
RADSED ALL SORTS OF DOUBTS AND SUSPICOONS AMONG MUSL9MS, 
ESPECIALLY THE MALAYS. 

’ 4THE RESULT WAS THAT AFTER HUNDREDS OF YEARS OF FOLLOWING THE 
ISLAMIC RELBGDON, WE HAVE NOf STUDlED THIS SO-CALLED WESTERN MEDICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND WE HAVE ALSO NOT ACCEPTED ?REbTMENT BASED ON THIS 
KNOkkEDGE + HE SAO D, 

HE SAB%o +TO DlMlNtSH FURTHER THE DOUBTS OF iHlS 
SYSTEMATIC MEDICINE THAT WE KNOW PRACTISE, THE PROPOSAL TO HAVE : ’ 
AN ISLAMIC HOSPITAL IS MOST APT,+ -..- 1 ,/ 

ON VIEW Of THE TEACHINGS. ATTITUDES AND H’ISTORY OF ISLAM IN; ,: 
RELATION T’O MEDICPNE, BT t-i;lf& APPROPRIATE THAT MUSL$MS GAIN . , 
k;‘;;RTISE PN AND PRACTiSE TXBS EFFECTIVE MED9CdNE; ,DR, MAHATHIR’ 
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