
PETALING JAYA JAN, 45’ (ERNAMAj L- SOU’i-HEAS-r AS I AN COUNTR& ES 
HAVE BEERS URGED tO MAX %M ISE THE EFFECT OF REGIONAL COOPERATI’ON 
AND TO EXPLOIT FULLY THE ABUNDANT RESOURCES’ OF OPPORTUNlTlES THAT 
EXIST IN THE REGION TO MEET THE- CHALLENGE OF REGIONAL COOPERATION. 

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER \DR. MAHATHlR MOHAMAD' SAID THE NEED FOR 
REGOONAL SOLiDARlTY WAS NOW- MORE URGENT THAN BEFORE AS THE CHASM 
BETWEEN-THE DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING NATIONS WIDEN AS THE 
POPULATOONS GREW AND AS THE COUNTRIES CONTINUED TO FACE AN 
UNCERTA iI N WORLD' ECONOMY, 

OPENlNG THE SOUTHEAST’ASIA CENTRAL EANKS (SEA’CEN) RESEARCH AND 
TRAINlNG’ CENTRE HERE TODAY, DR. MAHATHB R SAID THE ESTAELt SHMENT OF 
THE CENTRE WAS CONSISTENT WITH CURRENT POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENTS BN THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN ‘REGION 

+!T 1: A CoNCRETE EXPRESSlO&! OF THE PRAbICAL NATURE OF TH’ 
CLqSt ASsOClA I ION THAT EX I STS AMONG THE CENTRAL E;ANKS ANY THE’ 
MoRE-iARY AUTHORITIES IN THE REG!ON,+ HE ADDED,, -- BERNAMA MORE 
f807/LK 
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IT WAS ALSO AN EXf’RESSlON OF THE OPPOHVUNDTY THAT HAD I<EE!‘J 
TAKEN AND THE ObL’l GATION THAT $,c:D PEEI\S ACCEPTED, F'Y COuNTRl ES OF 
THE RhObi TO PLAY AN ACTIVE~ ROLE IN DETERMONONG THE!R DESTINY. 

ET WAS A MEASURE OF SELF-HELP AND COOPERATION AMONG NATIONS 
WHICH WERE HETEROGNEOUS I!< SIZE, POPULATPON, PROBLEMS AND ECONOMIC 
AND SOCB AL DEVELOPMENT. 

THE CENTRE’S PRIMARY ODJECTBVE WA, c’ TO STIMULATE AND FACILITATE 
COOPERAT!ON AMONG THE CENTRAL liANKS AND MONETARY AUTHORITIES IN 
THE KEGBON AND TO PROMOTE A FETTER !iNDERSTANDlNG’OF FINANCIAL, 
MONETARY BANKING AND DEVELOPMENT ME TTERS OF INTE,QEST TO THE : 
MEMBERS IouNTRIES AND TO THE REGION AS A WHOLE. 

DR. MAHATH?R SAID ALMOST ALL.THE COUNTRJES IN THE REGlON,WERE 
FACED W$TH PROBLEMS OF OVER-POPULATION UNDER-NaURISHMENT 
UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER-Eb%‘LOYMENT AND bTHER RELATED .PROPLh%, 

THE SETTING UP OF THE CENTRE WITH A RESEARCH PROGRAM,ME ORlEF!TED 
TOWARDS PRACTICAL RESULT WAS NOT ONLY TIMELY, FU‘T ALSO Hi GHLY 
RELEVANT,, HE .SAID, -- PERNA+‘iA MORE jp”12/LK . 
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THE CENTRE WOULD HAVE A KEY ROLE IN AVOIDING DUPLICATION\ OF 
EFFORTS’ B? THE SEAtEN COUNTRIES IN FINDING SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS 
OF COMMON CONCERN ESPECIALLY IF EXPERIENCES OF SEACEN COUNTRIES 
COULD BE BROUGHT t0 BEAR ON THE cONCLUSION,S OBTAlNED FRO?4 ITS 
RESEARCH ACliVlTtES, 

EMPHASIS WOULD BE GIVEN EY THE ,C’ENTRE ;b.THE AVAILABOLDTY OF 
QuAkwED AND SKILLED PERSONNEL AMONG THE ~=ouNTRIES HE'sAID, 

TWdalNED PERSONNEL WERE NEEDED iN ALMOST EVERY COhNTRY IN THE 
., 

REGION AND IT WAS THEREFORE APPROPRIATE THAT THE CENTRE.WOULD, ,’ 
ACCORD IMPORTANCE TO ITS TRAINING ACTIVITY, 

ai HOPE THE TRAIN I NG PROGRAMME WILL ALSO ENCOURAGE THE EXCHANGE 
OF MANPOWER BETWEEN THE \SEACEN CENTRAL BANKS FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTOONS AND-GOVERNMENT AGENCIES,+ -- EEfiNAMA MORE i.8$6/Li( i 
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EARLB?R BANK’NEGARA GOVE,RNOR TAN SRI BSMAIL AL! SAID THE 
CENTRE w;U[D CONCENTRATE ON RESEARCH PERTAINING ‘PO PRACTICAL 
MAP’ERS AND THOSE OF INTEREST T8 THE REG!ON, 

iT WAS AGREED TO BY THE GOVERNORS THAT THE .CENTRE’S FIRS? 
PROJECT WAS THE COMPILING -AND EXCHAYGE OF ONFORMATION AND DA 
CONCERNKJG UNEMPLOYMENT IN SOUTHEAST ASIAN CQUNTRiES. 

HE SAID THE NEED FOR TRAINING OF CENTRAL BANKS AND MONETA 
AUTHORBT BES !N THE REGION WAS PRESS ING AND COURSES WOULD BE 
CONDUCTED FROM. TIME TO TIME. -- PERYAMA u321/LK 
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