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linister Dr r8 ahathjr 
floha_mgdlodtifde- 
IKe’d reports that 
here was a brain 
irain from the Univer- 
bity Hospital. 

“As far as we are con- 
:erned there is no real 
araln drain and all va- I 
cant positions have 
been filled once an offi- 
cer reslgned,” he said. 

Dr Mahathlr who 1~ 
else Education Minlsta 
said this In a 30-minute 
intervlew with The Sun- 
day Mail. 

“Anyone with quali- 
fications tends to be 
choosy and If he finds 
condltions not conge- 
I$ he will resign,” he 

D; Mahathir said In 
the private sector there 
were several doctors 
who broke partnerships 
to open their own clinics 
or even join private hos- 
pitals whichoffered bet- 
ter conditions. This was 
not consldered a brain 
drain. 

%SO, why should just a 
few resignation5 from 
the University Hospital 
be considered a brain 
drain?” he asked 

He said it woild be 
lopsided to give statis- 
tics of the “so-called 
braln drain “without ta- 
king those of the private 
sector into considera- 
tion.” 

“1 myself reslgned 
from the Government 
medical practice and 
went Into private practl- 
ce ” he said 

bn the redorted move 
by’ the Austrelian and 
British governments not 
to recognlse Malaydan 
medlcal degrees, Dr 
Mahathlr said it was not 
academically based but 
purely politically. 

He said though there 
was no official conflrma- 
tion on the norl-recog- 
nition of our medical de- 
green, the reasons were 
not %ecau5e our stan- 
dards were low”. 

“Our standard5 are 
oqulvalent to those of 
the other countries,” he 
said. 

He said there could 
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‘be two reason5 for euch 
a move - one is to curb 
a brain drain from Ma- 
laysia and the other to 
protect their own doc- 
tors from being unem- 
ployed. 

On smuggling along 
the bordor areas, Dr Ma- 
hathir said three major 
project5 - erection of a 
$3 million barb wire 
fencing, establishment 
of monitorlng towers 
and the construction of 
checking bays - would 
be undertaken along the 
,Malayelan-Thai border 
this year. 

He said wlth.the com- 
pletion of the projects, 

the various eniorcement 
agencies would co-ordi- 
nate their work in the 
big drive against smug- 
gling. 

Dr Mahathtr, who Is 
also the chairman of the 
Cabinet Committee on 
Essential Commodities 
said the first major 
project would be the 
erection of the I2-mile 
barb wire fencing along 
the Perils-Thai border. 

The fencing will make 
up of several layers of 
barb coils and would be 
from Padang BesarI 
through the Chuping su- 
gar plantation area 
where smuggling was 
currently rampant. 
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