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MAHATHE & MOHAMAD ASSURED TODAY THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD GiVE
EVERY PGSESIHLE ASSISTAKCE TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO SET UP FACTBQ%E“
PRODUCING FOODETUFF, N

THES 3dCLUJLD ESTARL | SHMENT OF MORE kGQ!CULTUF .. DISTRICTS AS
PASTURE GROUNDS AND ORUHARDS, , '

THE PRIVATE oVCTO SHOULD ALSO BE ENCOURAGED TO PLANT CROPS
FOR PROCESSING {NTG ¥OODSTUFF,

DR, MAHATHIR, WHO IS ALSO EDUCATICN MINISTER, SAiD THIS WHEN
OPERING THE SEMin.R ON +DEVELOPMENT OF THE FOOD’ INDUSTRY ¥
MALAVSE A+ u“ ARISED BY THE APPLIED SCIENCE STUDIES OF THE MARA
INSTITUTE OF TECHNCLOGY HERE. THE SPEECH WAS READ BY THE EDUCATION
MINISTER b ”RET&QY*GENERAL DATUK ABDUL KADIR TALIB,

HE SAID THE GOVERNMERT SPENT A LARGE SUM EVERY YEAR ON
IMPORTS OF FOODSTWF FROM ADROAD TO OVERCOME THE LOCAL SHORTAGL
WHILE {MPORTERS ALSO I1MPORTED PROCESSED FOODSTUFF FOR RETA!LING
AT ¥ HiGH PRICES, -—BERNAMA MORE 1235/MD
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IT WAS THEREFORE TIME FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO FOCUS iTS ATTEN~
TION ON DEVELOPING THE POTENTIAL OF LOCAL PRODUCTION OF

FOODSTUFF TO MAKE THE COUNTRY SELF-SUFFICIENT IN FOOD AND SAVE
ON FOREIGN EXCHANGE,

IN THIS CONNECTION, THE GOVERNMENT HOPED FCR CLOSE COOPERATION

FROM THE PR{VATE SECTOR IN SETTING UP MORE MILLS TO PROCESS FOCD
AS WELL AS TO GENERATE EMPLOYMENT,

BR, MAHATHIR SUGGESTED THAT LOCAL INDUSTRIALISTS PROCESS
FRUITS JNTO ITEMS LIKE PRESERVES AND JAMS SO AS TO HAVE
SUFF!C!E WNT YEAR-ROUND SUPPLY OF FOOD STUFF,

ANOTHER WAY WAS TO PRESERVE SURPLUS FRUITS DURING SEASON SC AS
TO MAKE THEM LAST LONGER,

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER STRESSED THE GOVERNMENT ALWAYS
MONITORED THE LOCAL FOOD MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY TO ENSURE THE
QUALITY OF THE PRODUCTS WAS MAINTAINED, WHETHER FOR EXPORT OR
DOMESTIC CONSUMPTION _—-BERNAMA MORE 1239/MD

- MAHATHIR 3 SHAH ALAM

HE EMPHASISED ON THE IMPORTANCE OF {WVESTORS STUDYING OR
ANALYSING RESEARCH FINDINGS OF FOOD TECHNOLOGISTS TO ENABLE THEM
TC IMPROVE THE|® OPERATIONS IN THE OVERALL CONTEXT OF IMPROVING
THE NATiONAL ECONOMY,

MIT Dbﬁ -CTOR, DATUK LOKMAN MUSA, SAID THE MIT WOULD INTENSIFY
ITS EFFORTE 18 PRODUCING MORE PROFESSIONAL 1N FOOD TECHNOLGGY,

iT HaD ﬁ e ALLOCATIONS FOR INSTALLATION OF MORE MCDERN
EQUIPMENT EM THE SPECIAL L BORATORY FOR THE APPLIED STIENCE
STUDIES COURSE,

THE M{T HOPED 70O BU!LD A FFULLY-EQUIPPED FOOD PROCESSING
LABORATORY,

DATUK L.OKMAN SAID A NUMBER OF THE FIRST GRADUATES OF TUE COURSE
HAD BEEN ACCEPTED FOR FURTHER STUDIES TO ENABLE THEM To
PURSUE BACHELOR?S DEGREE IN UNIVERSITIES IN AMERICA,

HE HOPED THE GOVERNMENT WOULD EQUATE THE DIPLOMA GIVEN BY

THE CQURSE VO A BACHELOR'S DEGREE AS SOON A4S POSSIELE,
—~DERKAMA 4545 /UMD
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