
Fri. - Deput Prime 
Minister(Dr. AI ahathir 
Mohamaci?illGATn 
bim~i~ptiiira business- 
men toni ht to discard 
their fa se sense of Y 
pride. and admit that 
some of their failures 
had been of their own 

j “Ok% only through rea- 
lising the r own faults 
and a wlllfngness to face 
the truth that remedial 
actionn can be taken, he 
said at a dinner 

i the Federal J 
iven by 
errltory 

branch of the Malay 
Chamber of Commerce 

Dr. Mahathir said 
that as long as they clo- 
sed their eyes to matters 
which only they them- 
selves can solve, they 
could not achieve suc- 
cess. 

He said that such cri- 
ticisms had to be made 
no matter how unpopular 
the were. 

E overnment policies 
and facilities alone can- 
not build successful bu- 
ml utra businessmen or 
in s ustriallsts: The bumi- 
putras could achieve 

~ success on1 
P 

through 
their own act ons, he ad- 

1 ded. 

Dr. Mahathlr said it 
could not be denied that dc- 
spite providing the facllltles 
and assistance, and even 

P 
uttlng aside corn etltiona. 
here were still a ot of bu- P 

miyutra failures. 

will 
‘Though a lot of eople 

not agree and t ough R 
the disclosure is unpopular, 
the fact remains that a lot of 
fallurcs of bum1 utra busl- 
nessmen and In il ustrlalists 
were of their own making.” 

He quoted extravagance 
and lack of business acu- 
men as two reasons for 
some of the failures. It was 
common knowled e that 
some burniputra % ualness- 
men wasted money on varl- 
ous fittings and facllltles 
even before undertaking 
anything else. he sald. 

Though some people 
that there was 

wrong in this. it 
showed an 

rd;tdvagant personality, he 

“How can an extrava. 
gant personality control and 
mana 
tcr al B 

e hls money when af- 
buslnesa is the good 

management of money.” 
Dr; Mahathir also said 

that the ability to do and 
manage business was not 
something eas . It had to be 
acquired and _ _y earnt. 
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It involves a myriad of 
things ranginf from Capltal. 
ldoamns, lnteres , licence. bull- 

‘in 
supplier. customer, 

con racts. transport, chea- 
ting, corruption, officials. 
materials, collateral, wa- 

f 
es. strikes. markets, cash- 
low and a thousand and one 

other things. he said. 
And If the businessman 

was unable to meet such 

Therehadbeenmanycascs 
of failures due to the lack of 

,management ablllty. 
The government, he 

said, was prepared to reccl- 
ve whatever constructive 
criticisms and take reme- 
dial action. But he remin- 
ded the bumiputra business- 
men that the critlclsms of 
others should not be made 
an excuse to cover their own 
weaknesses. 

He pralscd the Federal 
Tae;ffitory branch for under- 

% a programme to train umiputra children in 
business activltles. 

. 
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