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JOHORE BARU, 
Thurs. - The Plan- 
ning and Research Di- 
vision of the Educa- 
tion Ministry will start 
a project to gather 
data on all schools, pu- 

ils 
ff 

and teachers in 
eninsular Malaysia, 

Deputy Prime Min- 
ister LDr_.-Mah&hir 
Mohamad said today. 

-The-project is to ena- 
ble the Mlnistry to obtain 
mot-e complete informa- 
tlon on the various as- 
pects and t pes of educa- 
tional facl ities and the 7 
teaching and adminis- 
trative staff so that edu- 
cntional programme 
could be drawn up in a 
more systematic man- 
ner. 

The project is expec- 
ted to be carried out in 
Au 

F 
st this year. 

r. Mahathir, who is 
also the Education Min- 
ister, was openin 
16th Conference of l5 

the 
eads 

of Secondar Schools in 
Peninsular %I alaysia at 
‘,“,l,, Bangunan Aziza 

He said while the de- 
mand for expcndlture on 
education was increa- 
sing yearly, the financial 
resources were Xmited. 
Therefore, the Ministry 
would have to be careful 
in implementing its pro- 
grammes. 

Dr. Mahathir said 
more systematic plan- 
ning would ensure that 
available educational re- 
sources wcrc utiliscd 
more properly and effec- 
tively. 

It would also prevent 
wastage of public funds 
and reduce the wastage 

Dr. Mahathfr being welcomed by Mr. Harbhajan Singh. 

in terms of drop-outs. 
A similar project di- 

rected at professional 
staff in the Ministry and 
State education de- 
partments would also be 
carried out. 

Data collection for Sa- 
bah and Sarawak was 
also being considered, he 

Any suggestion would 
be considered accordin 

improve the progress 
achieved. 

With discipline, 

power resources avail- 
able. 

Those who made sug- 
gestions must under- 
stand why the Govern- 
mcnt could not im le- 
ment them so that t l? ey 
would not be disappoin- 
ted but continue giving 
them. 

On the conference’s 
theme, Changing Attitu- 
des to Education To- 
wards u More Disci li- 
ned Society, Dr. 7l Ma a- 
thir said it was very ap- 
pro riate. 

R was the national as- 
piration to create a soct- 
ety which was educated, 
united, moral, res 
ble and discipline B 

onsi- 
. 

Only a disci lined so- 
ciety could ma ip ._____ ntain and 

pro ress 
B 

in education 
cou d be achieved and 
solidarity could be 
strengthened. 

Discipline would also 
ensure that a 

1 
erson 

would continue to e ded. 
icated, res onsible, mor- 
al and nob e. P 

Dr. Mahathir said it 
was important for teach- 
ers, headmasters and 
other staff to be discipli- 
ned. There were some 
teachers .and staff who 
themselves created 
problems. 

This could not be al- 
lowed as the older gener- 

said. 
Dr. Mahathir was con- 

fident that the project 
will help efforts for more 
effective development of 
the education system. 

He said the Ministry 
appreciated efforts and 
suggestions on impro- 
vin 

P 
the system and 

qua ity of education as 
long as they did not con- 
flict with the national 
education policy and 
were in keepmg with the 
aims and objectives of 
the New Economic Poli- 
CY. 

ation should set a good 
example to the youn 
who need guidance an 5 
advice. 

In this respect, school 
heads had an important 
responsibility to enforce 
discipline among pupils 
and teachers to ensure 
;2;ooT;ogress of their 

Dr. Mahathir said 
heads of schools should 
fully understand the con- 
cept of national develop- 
ment as embodied in the 
Third Malaysia Plan and 
the New Economic Poli- 
cy. 

It would be difficult 
for a erson to lead or to 
be le jf he did not under- % 
stand the Government’s 
policies. 

He urged the school 
heads to discuss these 
concepts and objectives, 
especially in education 
and training. 

The role of school 
heads was very impor- 
tant. Any malpractice by 
a school head, whether in 
administration, abuse of 
power or in character, 
would weaken the efforts 
to create a pro 
united, responsi F 

essive, 
le, mor- 

al and disciplined socie- 
ty. 

More than 600 heads 
of secondary schools in 
Peninsular Malaysia, ob- 
servers from Sabah and 
Sarawak and senior Min- 
istry official3 are atten- 
ding the three-day confe- 
rence. 
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